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ARTHUR LAIR’S ROLLICKING COMEDY,

THENE

The Companion Play to “Charl

JAMES T.

W BOY

ey’s Aunt,” with the Comedian

POWERS

And the Entire Criginal Cast which characterized
the production for

- - 150 NICHTS IN NEW YORK GITY. - -

JAMES T. POWERS, FREDERIC ROBINSON, R.F. COTTON,
HELEN KINNIARD, GEO. BACKUS, W. R. SHJRLEY,

RACHEL BOOTH, CHAS. GREENE,

ELLA GARDINER.

“The New Boy” is now in the 2nd Year of its run at the
Vaudeville Theatre, London.

The sale of seats and boxes will commence Tuesday, Jan. 15th.

gular prices,

Re-

v

students near him,

travelsy, History does net name her, and

died in impenitence.

Pepite’ of the efforts of attendants,

looks at ‘the spectmtors. There are three'
and five musicians.
T dog fn the picture is, doubtless, the
demon, Prestigiar.

A woman accompanietl Faust in his

many: imagine that she was either Mar-
guerite or Helen. It must have  been
the latter, if oue have faith in the le-
gends: of Faust, which attributes to him
#Ap many womvn as to-Don Juan, but
‘makes him éspecially attached to Helen.
It is true that Faust knew: only the mel-
ancholy shades of most women. “But a
reminjscence of Helen of Greece, whose
immge he had once evoked before the
students, cpmp to him on the day ¢l the
White, Sundny. The next day he did not
fail to tell his demon to bring to him
this” Helen. She became his favorite com-
panion, and she was so dear to him that
he cpuld not remain long without see-
ing her. She had a son by him, Whom
he named Justus [TFaust.” So says the
Jegend.

Justus Faust is the one whom Goethe
¢hristened  Euphorion, the mind of ‘mod-
ern times, the young child Renaissance,
son of antique paganism, and of the
Middle Ages. Johw Gast says that Faust
He says: ‘“The
wretch ended in o Geplorable manner. He
was strangled by the devil, and his body,
placed on a litter, remained there with
its face turnedl toward the earth,- in
who !
turned it round five times.” Zimmern
says that he died about the year 1540,
Half a century later Faust, whose wick-
edness had procured for him local re -
nown, became celebrated in all Europe
through the publication by ¢ printer,
Jahn Spies, ol a book enfitled “History
of Doctor Faust, the Well-Renowned Sor-
cerer and Magician.”’ -

Such was the true Faust. He differed
from Gounod's Faust, but nothing was
scf common as adventures of sorcerers in
the Middle Ages. In France are the le-
gends: of Virgil the Enchanter, of Merlin
and of Robert the Devil. Theophilus, like
Faust, had made a coutract with Satan.
He bad promised to him his soul. Satan
kept his word, but Theophilus repented,
‘thraw) himsel; at the feet of the Virgin,
and for forty days and forty nights re-
mained prostrate in the dust, groaning
and supplicating. The virgin appeared
to him on the forty-first day. She said
to him: “Here is the" contract, which
I have taken from the demon's claws.”

Thepphilus' legend had a Cnthulic;
turn, which Gounod avoided,*because he
was more a playwright than a Cdtholie.

McCarthy's Mishaps.

Barney Ferguson, that excruciatingly
funny little comedian, will soon be with
us again. He will be remembered here

PINERO AND THE PROFLIGATE

K. oo rrand

THE DRAMATIST WAVERING''ITWIXT
ROMANCE ANV REALITYX.

The Theme Modern and Strong, 'But the
Treatment Slightly Stilted—The Real
Genius of Pinero to Be Found in the
Sub-Plots—A Poorly Acted Piece.

““The Profligate’ is' an earlitk work of
Pinero’s revived after lying on the shelf
for sim years, and it has not the sparkle
or they depth of the distinguished drama-
tist's more recent efforts. In after years,
% think; it will be marked as ‘the best
work of Pinero’s transition stage. It
wavers between romance and realism. In
it Pinero has not entirely. bade farewell
%o the canons df an-older school' of dra~
matists. He is still upon stilts and has
not come dohwn to the tense firmm.esé of
huméaai nature. , Although the conditions
which “The Profligate” illustrates are
much more usual than those which form
the basis of “The Second Mrs. Tanqueray”
the sense of actuality which makes the
latter drama so impressive is lacking.
Dunctan feushaw has taken a fancy to
one girt and seduced hery he has tg:,kcn a
fancy to another girl, who is lovelier but
equally unsophisticated and he has mar-
ried her. He had heen a scoundrel in
the first instance, but the second adven-
ture is in a fair wag tu\muke a saint qi
him. The way that Pinero develops his
plot and contrives that the two more
reeent influence in hie heroe's career shalls
cross and bring about his damnation is
strongly dramatic, but as I ' have said
it lacks a ense of 1 ac-
tuality. There is too much coincidence
and the language so fluent und'm-h is
more that of & Hugonian writer «.)i
melodramas than that of a stern chroni-
cler of life. It is like the ' sp2aches

“in % The King's: Amusements,” striking

and eifective, but problematical, ;:.nq a8
personal uttegance of the dramatist,
rather than of his character..
PR

1t is' altogether a miscomceptionh of
Pinero’s’ purpose to say that in "Thn
Profligate ” he preaches, the equality ol
the eiiges. on the basis of physical
purity. The English druma.tlst is far
toc keem a judge of humanity to.lualge
fuch a quixotic demand. Social vice is
at bottom as much the work of naturd
ag the bald head of the middle-agled

tings, Mr. Morrie appearimg s Achille
Duford, his latest crestion. For. Tues-
day night and the Wednesday. matinee
“ The Best Man,” by the author ¢f * Aunt
Jack,” and other successes, Mr. Ralph
Lumley, will be given, preceded by
another delicious study, in one act, called,
“The Old Musitian,'”

Mr. Lumley's play is in three acts, and

FELIX MORRIS.

was originally produced in London, last
March, by that famous comedian, Johit
L. Toole. The play made an instant suc-
cess, and scored a run of a hundred con-
secutive mights, and is now being donw”
in “the provinces by Mr. Toole, with
equal success.

Mr, Morris will be surrounded by anex-
cellent cast, aud the presentitious will
be complete in -point obf perfect -etail..
“The New Boy” the Last Half of the Week.
. Charles Frobmam's production of the
reigning Eaglish comedy success, “ The
New Boy," presented by the same cast,
in its enmtirety, that characterized . the
production for 150 nights at the Stand-
ard Theatre, New York, will be the at-
traction at the Grand Opera House for
the last three nights ©of the week, com-
thencing mext Thursday night.

This. rattling comedy is from the ‘pen
of Arthur Law, and is now nearing the
end of the second year of its run at t'he
Vaudevilie Theatre, London. It is de-

JOT THIS

DOWN

That the least possible woéodwork
in your bathroom is to be desired.
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¢ STEEL-CLAD,”

& THE “STEEL-GLAD” IS ALL METAL

CHEAP AND HANDSOME, 7

FAUST FACTS AND FANCIES

——e

UTHENTIC DOCUMENITS
' GOETHE’S HERO.

4BOUT

e

Helen and the Demon Prestigiar—Inter-
esting But Not Edifying Biography of a
Vagrant Who Made Dupes and Whé§n
Artists Celebrate — Translated From
L'Illustration of Paris

It is interesting to note that the two
most popular works of the French musical
repertory, “Mignon” and *‘Faust,” are
both German, i not in composition, at
least in choice of subjects, surroundings,
pnd personages. The opera comique had
its thousandth performance | last year.
This year it} is the opera’s turn. Gounod
pould not, like Thiowmas, be present at
his apotheosis. To be just, on the mas-
ter's pedestad should have been inseribefl
“the equivocal and sedpetive figure of
Faust of Knittingen, who lived in reality,
and who is hal? concealed| in the conven-
tions of the theatrieal works

Faust ‘was not a metaphysical chimera.
He deserved a laurel ¢rown, not for his
life, but for the legend, which is incom-

]

DR. FAUST, BY REMBRANDT.

parable. Faust has lived., There are peo
ple who have seen him, and who have
heard him talk, and - Rembrandt
has been able to paint in
accordance ./ with their indica-
tions & poftrait of Faust which is au-
thentic. The two geproductions of it
fvhich/ arg’ given here differ only in de-
tails. Théy have the same high forehead
fthe samef hair, the sama long nose, and
thick ligh. RBut it is only in our day
that the' sittex’s individuality was dis-
engagad from the ficitions of his legend.
Formerly hf:nwtw confounded with John
Faust, who ‘was Guttenberg’s partner.
The paticnt jnvestigations of Scheible,
Engel, ‘Behwengberg, Ristelhuber and
PFaligan have restituted to hinx his iden-
tity.

Faust 'was born at Rhooda, according
to some writers, at Salwedel according to
others, and most probably at Knittingen,
fn the last years of the fifteenth een-
tury. -He bagl: a liberal education. When
he beeame a man he sat in the, most il
lustrious chairs of Germany. 'He is in-
scribed ap a bachelor in theology in the,
“‘Acita Philosophica” of Heidelbergs There
are traces of him at Spanhei,at Leipsic,
at’ Wurzburg, at Kreusnach and at Cra.
¢ow.The universities of the time were not

" universal excgpt in name, Every one was

strictly confined in its limitations andj"

referred to its neighbors for other spe-

raries have been severe to the students
of Faust’s time. Paulli, wha had been
oné of their victims, called them thieves,
and Ulrich Meyer, whé was a Lutheran,
calledr them: Papists and slaves of Satan.
The warmest defenders of the scholares
acknowlédged that they were more  or
leas magicians, and one knows not what
their magic was. Bebel pretends that
they all passed by the trials of the Venus-
berg. This Venusberg, aor Mountain of
VYenus, was atan’s mountain. Lucifer
presided over gonventions @which were
held there. Whoever attended was irre-
deemably lopt. This was the case with
Faustl :

He tells himsel{ what were his titles
to. public admiration and how he acquir-
ed them. He signed his name, ‘“Master
George . Faust,” either, because he had
been received as a doctor at the ‘end of
his scholastic peregrinations, or because
he had transformed into a master's di-
%lqmuv his siinple diploma am a bachelor.

e added tb his name the qualifications
of necromancer, astrologer, mage, chino-
mancer and physician. These qualities,
he said, he had obtained from Satan, to
whom he was bouud, by a secret compact.
He. said that Satdn had attached 1o him
a familiar demon named Prestigiar. It
looked: iike a little black spite dog. Men-
nek saw this demon, made the sign of the
¢ross,, and told his master Melancthok
it. Melancthon reealls this fact, so there
cani be no doubt about it. i

THis explains how Faust could cheat
80 many people. Among themt was John
Virdung, who said in a letter dated Aug.
20, 1507, that Faust was “worthy of the
lash.” . At Battenhurg, where he was the
thost of the chaplain, he drank all the
‘wine that he coaid find, and when the
cellar was empty, persuaded the pcor old
man "to rub his face with a pomade made
of arsepfc, which, he said, was a sover-
eign ‘remedy against thirst. The Chap-
lain used the pemedy ‘and spoiled his
icomplexion forever.

Faust went to Wurgburg, staying for
a moment at Kreusnach with the bailiff,
who eptrusted himy with the direction of

school, “wherein he initiated a method
ol education so singular that the parents
threw him out of town. Four or five
yoars later Courad Mudt, a, celebrated
Humanist of the time, whom Luther
praised for his delicate erudition, called
the atteution of a friend to the arrival
L at Erfurt, in October, 1513, *“‘of tho
great npecroinamcer, the half- god, _the
hero, ' Georgivs Faustius.” Mudt soon
learned¢ that this bali god was vain and
silly.

* Paust{ lived at) Erfurt, near the college
of the university, in’ a house which is
standing still, and which, has retained
his name. It is not a bedutiful building
‘but its door is Gpthic and its roof is
slightly concave. It is now a house of
correction. Faust occupied only a room

DR. FAUST'S HOUSE.

it FDuring the cdaly he was at thé

pialties, The student had to pass from
one to the other, and, in order to gg¢:
round, human knowledge had to go round |
univerdities. 4
Faust subjected himself ta this rule uudi
traveled. He was doubtless a member of |
those guilds of nomadic students who |
walkpd through Europe, living by char-
§ty and by petty thieving. They went |
by groups of four ang five. The pr-asuutvg
who|saw these f‘scholares” pass Knew |
thepm by their magic belts and by thei
ellow' net which they threw( over their
s when it rained. Carrying little
baggage,” they concealed; in their pockets
'flagons of all kinds, elixira of long life,
philosopher’s stones, figurines which they
pretended to have found under scaffolds,
and for which they obtained prices **

“‘as
' extrayagant,”’ says Martinus Crusiys, “‘as
18 florins of gold.”

Tha cleverness which they displayed c&
these occasions surpasssed all that ane
may imagine. They [ersuaded every
buyer ithat he ‘was protected forever
rgainst hail, thunder and dysentery. They
pame to fairs and to, tournaments to de-
monstrate their knowledge of the “‘magia
palutaris’’—which»was the art of making
dupeg, /When fairs and tournaments eame
to ain end the students expleited the peas-
knts.

It is not strauge .that their contempo-

tgvern of the towu, where people” came

> witness his tricks and  his diabolical
figurations. He strucK on the table and
multiplied -the aisShés of cabbage and
savsages:- whiph. the audience was invited
to eat with him. ;

He was inexbpustible in relations. of
exploits. He flaftered himself that he had
gone to the. Vagiean and dranlk all the
‘wine that was reserved for the Pope.

His skill opened: to him in 1510 the
doors of the couvent of Maulbronn. The |

Abbe had thwunght that so powerful a
| magivian would khuwn.l’;u\v‘\ﬁTﬁH his ecof-

fers, "He greeted) him, fed him, and gave
'bim a tower of the convent that he might
use as & laboratory. This is still known
among the. psople under the name of
*Faust’s Kitchen.” Nobody Knows how
long he remained at Maulbronn. His
contemporaries say that He returned to
bis_ nomadie’ habits.

He wag succéssively at Nuremberg, at
Cracow, at Ingolstadt—whers the annals |
contain @& gecord that a certain Dr.
Faust was advised to go and spend his
money elséewhere—at Leipsic, jwhere the
old' paintings of the Auerbach Cave re-
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TN MATINEES!
ONE WEEK,

FIRST PROFESSIONAL APPEARANCE I[N HIS NATIVE LAND OF
THE YOUNG CANADIAN TRAGEDIAN,

JOAN

_OPERA HOUSE.
Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday.

MONIDAY,

IMATINEES

COMMEBNCOIN G-

BRIEFITH

Presenting MR. HENRY IRVING’S Famous Version of GOETHE’S
Sublime Poetic Masterpiece,

- FAUST -

Magnificently stagéd, including, the Electric Duel, the Weird
Brocken, the Uncanny Dance of the Demons,

ELABORATE ELECTRICAL AND CALCIUM EFFECTS.

JAN. 14th,

-~

'Next Wee

son in his

The - inimitable Barney Fergu-
New Screaming

Comedy, DUFFY’'S BLUNDERS.

by %is clever work in “McCarthy’s = Mis-
haps,” fa which he made a big repwatar
tior: and lots of money, but he has sheiv-
pd the*old play and will be seen this sea-
som in an absolute noveliy, a new vau-
deville farce entitled “Daify’s Blunders,”
which 1eport says is even funnier than
the “Mishaps.” He will have the  ad-
vantage this season of tite excellent*di-
rection of that prominent New  York!
manazer, J. Wesley Rosenquest, who
runs 42he Bijou and Fourtepnth-skrect
Theatres in that city: and-also controls
the groat succbss “Blue Jeans.” Mr.!
Rosenquest, who does everything imfirs
¢lass style,has surrounded “Barney’ with |
a great company qof over 20 clever people
who will be seen in- “Dufiy’s Bl\mdars.";
in entirely new songs, dances, specialties |
and high class noveltiés. The scenic ef-
fects will be elaborate, including an|
exact reproduction of a “New York
woi Garden” with dazzling electrical
effects. “Duify’s. Blunders” and-Barney
Fenguson will be seen at the.~Toronto
Opear House dviu‘g the-weéek of Janu-
ary 21. o

- Toe Melenda ¥
A Repentance, in Trjoléts,
I .awore to pou, dear, there was mistietoe
there,
Though T knew ‘a.ll the time there was
none,
I stoje a sweet kiss from you out on
the stair
1 swore to you, dear, there'was mistletoe
there,
3 have plenty of sins on my soul, dear, to
bear,
But at least I've confessed now to one.
1 swore to you, dear, there was mistletoe
there,
Though I knew all the time there was
none, b

An

I am sorry.. I n(’;er will do- it again,
And please am I,\‘_}ully forgiven ?
In the, future from “falsehood I mean

refrain,
I am sorry. I never will do it again,
But look & yourself in your glass to ex-
plain N
Why to\ mistletoe tale I was driven.
I am sorry. I mever will do it again{
And please am I {fully forgiven ?

to

There's an answer you'll send if

thoroughly kind,
That will make me feel free from

blame,

I hope you'll be glad, dear Melenda, to
find

There's an answer youw'll send if
thoroughly kind,

It's this: **Though the mistietoe was but
1 blind,

you're

all

you're

presented him astride on a barrel,which
thq waiters could not move and which he
empties in their presence in the company
of students and musicians. i

In the picture reproduced here, Faust |
stands\ at the leit of the barrel. He |

Still with noneé I'd have done just the
same.’”
There’s the answer you'll send
thoroughly kind,
That will make me feel free from

blame, -\

it you're

all

: version of the pi

i matrigpany,

{was not in any way explained..

q
Englighman. Bu
for is honor. Dunstan Renshaw wua
not a man who lived up t0 a man’s stand-
ard of honor. He had been a scoundrel
morel than a rakd—a man who devour-
ed the weak under an ‘assumed name.
His record oi dishouor, more than bia
record of excess; brought aboat ° the
catastrophe that makes  the plot
of “ The Profligate.” In the original
ce Renshaw is allow-
ed to commit. si@icide, and. the curtain
goes down with him' lying dead in, Mur-
‘ray’s armchair. The episodic conclusion

iof the drama as at present presented is

It was
rake

the real weakness of the piece.

perfectly understandable that a

who had tried al{fthe sensations that life ;

affords and evey gone to the length of

asheés _id his mouth and was tortured

(witif & dream of love that he had lost

apd) with-an irksome consdience, should
suicide, It was not understaudable that
his~wife should so suddenly resolve on
forgivepess. At least her change of heart

subplots of “The Profligate,” the story
of Wilfred’s boyish pasaion for the wrong-
ed girl, Janet Preece and ' the tragic
farce of Miss Stonehay and Lord Dan-
gers are stronger and truer than the
main théme. The story of the eynical
Miss Stonehay foreshadows the im-
partial strength of “The Second Mrs.
Tanqueray.”. It is to be regretted that

{the company which acted “The Proili-
s gate”

was pot stronger. They: were a
very ingenuous lot, with never.a touch
of subtlety to heighten them. Miss Bur-
roughs is charming, Mr. Massen is solid-
Iy effective, Mr, Kellerd is emotignal
is brilliant. TOUCHSTONE.

THE GRAND THIS WEEK.
Felix Morris in Four of His Great Plays

During the First Half, With Wed-
nesday Matinee.

That rarely gifted -artist, Felix Mor-
ris, who begins an engagement 4t’ the
Grand to-morrow (Mounday) night, will
be seen in & broadly-contrasting pro-
gram, fipcluding a double bill mt each
performance. For the opening aund agzain
on Wednesday night “ A Game of Cagds,”
a mdist delightful study in one act, will
be followed with Mr. Marris’ own adap-
tation and arrangemeent from the
French “ La Debutante,”’ which he calls
‘LBehind the WNcenms.” The play is far-
cical in nature, an 'din threee acts. *‘ Be-
hind the Scenes,” is Mighly commended
everywhere it has been produced fo rits
great interest and literary merit, well-
drawn characters and novel stage sot-

2 1
what he is fligliting

}’b(»gius with the rise of the curtain pnd

who had found everything |

The !

scribed a8 a companion ‘play and a
worthy successor to that famous bit of
fun, ““ Charley’s Aunt,” but based upon
more legitimate lines. In it 4he author
is said to have reached
luxury of fun amd ovolved from a well-

told, consistent (story a laugh, which

the supreme

vever cdases until its final fall.
The
cellence, the central figure

company is- of mnequivocal ex -

being the

y well-known comedian. James T. Powers, |’

{ who is surrounded by such talented
| artists as Frederic Robinson, R. F. Cot-
| ton, Helen Kinnigrd, George Backus, Ra-
| chel Booth, W. R. Shirley,-Charles Green,
i Eila’ Ggidiner and others ‘of like pro-
minence, -

The extremely humorous complications
in this comedy are evolved from the
idea of sheftroubles of a grown-up man,
forced by circumstarnces to take his place
among a tribe of brutal schoolboys. The
author transforms his man into a boy’s
! clothes in a much) more natural and
credible manger than the author of the
famous ‘Vice-Versa” Jdid, and after al-
most exkbausting one- with laughter
lapses into iutervals of quiet, but brilli-
ant comedy; the action always increasy
ing in iuteusity as it moves:on. In the

mits to extraordinary indignities. He
has to dress in boy’s clothes, which are
too tight for him, and to join in & game
of football, appearinz in a terribly dil-
apidated condition 4t the emd of the
sport. HA incurs thd:jealousy of a hulk-
ing youth in whose dormitory he has to
sleep. There he thas-to go through
8. 'series of indignities in the shape of
hazing. Worse still, he is ‘forced to
squeeze himself throtgh a hole in  the
fence, &n the schoolmaster’s garden, and
to pwygloin ‘the apples of a neighboring
farmer, who insist¢ ou handing the de-
linquent over to the- police. One can
easily understand the extreme fun = in
these situations, when the supposed boy
is a dignified man at- heart, but iscéom-
pelled to undrergo tha martyrdom
by his wife, who is compelled
to suppress . him Jor a time, tao
prevent being disinherited by a rieh
upcle, who supposes his niece to be un-
married—at the time—but the mother
and. the boy! by her deceased husband.

Diphtheria Is Still Prevalent.

There is no decrease in the number of
diphtheria cases. During the past 12 days
36 cases have been reported. A peculiar
feature is the fact that over 650 per cent.
of those attacked are childrens under 2
yvears of ags, or adults. At the Isolation
Hospital there are 27 cases, 8 of whowm
are under the anti-toxine trestment.

.certain actors have invegted it, vut

course oi the hgro’s mart{yrdom, he sub- |

TORONTO OPERA HOUSE.

A Great Young Canadi; m to Play the Part
of Mephistophles A«. the Present

Week.

The Tovonld Opera. House
makes a fleparture. from its
usual field next week, entering

ma, and that, tco, with a new
R 2fE star, John Griffith, a.  young
Canadian, who will essay the cbamctvriv-
gation of Mephisto in Mr. Henry Irving’s
version of Goethe's
“Faust.” .

Mr. Griffith, with the intelligent co-
aperation of his admirable company,will,
no doubt, succeed in demonstrating that
jnterest in the legitimate and poetic
drama is by no means extinct. With
Goethe's brilliant play, this young man
has been enabled to command public at-
tention and} secure a most favorable ver-
dict. In tousequence of this achievement
whoerever he has been-seen, Mr. Uriifith
stands confirmed in stellar Wonors, and
will hereaiter be recognized as a most
important figure upon the romantic and
tragic stage.

This young artist domes to us with an
ample pradduction of an important play,
so we may determine if the fires of am-
bition are alight in him, and, if he is
able to epeak in tomes of authority, he
will command attention. A vast body oi
former play-goers, who bhave been par-

“MEPHISTO.”

tially weaned from: their old-time  ad-
herence to the legitimate drams by the
excessive folly' of farce comedies, may be
won back’ again, if managers would de-
vote themselves to the more serious,with
earpest actors as maguets. Happily, the
end of the dishwater regime on the stage
is at hand, and no important theatre
findy it profitable to lure patrons with
cheap bait of .faree . comedy' or the
TFrenchified plays of modern days. Thai
legitimate organisations put on foot with
skili pnd liperality find little to eom-
plain af in their receptions throughout
their tours is evinced by the suceess of
Fred Ward, and Louis : James, Richard
Mansfield, Juliar Marlowe, Fanny Daven.
port, and, lastly, but not least, the young
Canadian who is the subject of this arti-
cle, John, Griffith.

Returning to the,play im which ' Mr,
Griffitt; will make his debut in this his
pative province, of his characterization
of the *“Prince af Darkness,” -nuch
might -be said.  Suifice, that it is not
the clown or buffoon; inj red with which
a
rational, consistent -conception, . much
pearer to the grandeur and dignity of
the great poet’s idyl than that »I any
other version, and with the 2xoeption
of Mr. Henry Irvings’ remdition no
ont now oan the stage can, or does, in-
west Mephisto with the psychological
study ‘that is°sald to be attributed to
this young man's conception.

The staging of the production is claim-
ed to be an exaet réeproduction of the
quasnt and quiet, yet charming, city of
Nurembeyrg, with its old-time simplicity
and% quiet - medieval life. The -e2ifects
wrought. in seyaral of#the/-acts are nar.
wvelous, some of the choicest secr2ts of
the spectacular art havigg been drawn
upon to aid therein. A most plea.s:mg
feature willy be the singing of the Nur-
emberg Choir, which will render several
charming: chorals. _Altogethor aQ 1u;1g-

MR. GRIFFITH AS

»
MEPHISTO ON THE BROCKEN.,

nificent presentation is promised, and
should out young countryman beé any-
where near as magnetic as he is said o
be the Torounto Upera House will not
be large emough 'to hold his well-wish'rs.

The company aiding Mr. Griffith in
the presentation of his production has
among its numbers several artists who
are not unknmown to Toronto”s play-
goers. ‘

Mr. Lionel Lawrence, the Valentine, has
beer. here In conjunction $vith the Froh-
man attraction, and the New York Ly-
ceum company; his Valentine is said to
be -forcible, painstaking, aund, from .an
artistic standpoint, thoroughly  aceept-
able, portraying that martial hero with
a vim and a dash that is refreshing.
Thel Faust in the hands of Mr. George D.
Baker is claimed to be romantic, and is
said to avoid the imsipidity of most
essayers of that character; while Mar-
guerite, as interpreted by Miss Beatrice
Dauncourt, a former member of Augus-
tin Daly's forces, is said to be sweetly
sympathetic and pleasing, her slight,
girlish appearance adding additional
charm to her efiorts. The first appear-
ance of this Marguerite issuingsfrom the
cathedral portals will form “a most
pleasant piecture in the memory of its
beholders, Stage Marthas usually seen
may be classed as low:comedy women,

whose antics are tolerated for the bene-

the field of the legitimate dra- |

great masterwork |

1 avoic the predetermined

| shapeless was beyond Euelid.

Christie

Jan. 14—*“The Splendors of
the Hebrew Bible, or Ingersoll
and the Bible.” Gornn

Jan. 17—“Tears and Laugh
|ter.” iy g

PLAN OPEN AT NORDHEIMER'S.
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ON THE

GOSPEL OF CHEERFULNESS

as lllustrated by Life In France,

Murray "

'ASSOCIATION HALL

rendition of this difficult role is said
to be creditable, avoiding all the uns

womanly grotesqueness with which that
('Emracter has so oifen been portraye& &
Mrs. Vandenhoffi bears an ‘honorable
name, her husband, Henry Vandenhofi,
havir}g‘ been engaged with some of the
mightiest successes of the London stage,
and the lady herself having been im
the companies of Mr. Beerbohm Tree and
Mr. Irving on the other side, and with
Mr. Booth, Mr. Barrett, Louis James
and other notable artists on this side
the broad Atlaatic. . !

The minor characters, too, are said to
be in good hands, and altogether the cast’
is claimed to be unexcelled, and a fine
presegtation is promised.

MR. BEERBOHM TREE,
s
A Review of His Werk in Advance of His
Visit to America—The Plays
F He Will Play.

work of this celebrated actor before he
arrives in this country. It seems like &
specieg of thanks to be beforehand in ad«
vising Americans of thje treat they ass
about, to enjoy. Why Mr. Tree has never
beiore come to ‘the United States has
beer a cause for question/ 'The littla
Haymarket Theatre, even when filled te
thd ceiling as he fills it, has always
seemed a poor affair when compared
with the magnificent ‘play-houses and

hing in Awmerica. 3

One oiten wondegs as to the mantal ¥
attitude in which other people visit &
play, and perhaps those who sqek pleas *
sure with a kind of artful artlessnetd @
intention to
criticize, which seems to damage so much
enjoyment in those who are paid to@l
critics, When taking one’s seat ‘n Mrg
Tree’s, theatre it is always a pleasurg
to feel that one can safely leave one's
sell iz his hands—that all we have to
do is to banish preconceived ideas amd
leave thc mind a receptive blank, an ex<
pectant vacuity, that, like a -maiden,
waite delightedly for what the gods holcf
in store. It is so simple. You give the
lajnp of “the genius & seven-shilling rub—
and Mr, Tree doeq the rest.

Whew a man has been delighted with
@ periormance and yet is afraid to say &
so, 1 have my own opinion of him. Ap-
parently: the popular critical faculty lies
in finding out what other people thinke
Then, am T mo true critic and may §
go without a goat ‘if I ever wait for
what other people-think, Mr. [ree has
given; me evenings regarding which mem;
orypaecalls. neither flaw nor rasp. Theile
seemed. to be nothing to alter or im <3
prove. Aud when we think oi {he many; £

to squirm and twist, in our seats, when §
we have longed to assault different ac- &
tors with a barrehetave, then it is &

relie; to remember one man as o sort
of oasid in a wild and weary desdst.

The iirst two plays“on his program
are. ** The Red Lamp” and “ The Ballads
Monger,” and .while these may satisiacs
torily' exhibit the width and diversity of
this actor’s powers, it may be ques+
tioned whether they will provide a&
pleasurable /an evening as *“ A Bunch of
Violets,”” do say this London favorité
is by Sydney Grundy is to also statd
ifs undeniable cleverness. p
taken by Mr. Tree is that of the tit
trustee, in’whose control ““ The Widos
Mite ” and other charity funds are
posited. This voluble and brainy lypos
crite speculates with the moneys 3
embezzles them all. His manners am"
perfect—also his addregs—and the park
i% a fine one for an actor’s triumph, fbek:
causy; when creating detedtation in the
spectator it cannot rely on these syms
pathies, in which heart-warmth so oiteq
banishes eriticism.

The play hits-at institutiony which deW
light to parade gneat names as ligure
heads for internal rottemmess, and it.i
in another way oi redpl value in making
a reduction ad absurdum of the Apar- s
chists. This problem of equaring thej
In Engs
land anarchism, like other unrequire
peculiaritics, is caused to die from au§
overwhelming sense of its own absurdis
ty. And im America this bunch of vios
lets will lose nothing of their healthfuls
perfume, Practically, it is a bunch
dicinfectantsy Mr. Grundy strikes at ths
frailties of the highest and the lowest
with unerring precision, and at his hands
the unworkable and unspeakable Londos:
loafers who moutl® out the rights of thes
“$Bons of Toil” when selling their votess
fare no better than the suave, JcCOmMMS
plished knave, Sir Philip Marchmonts 8

For those who dislike some forms
patient human study this play will® bet
an agreeable change. The new Wwomaly
with her acrobatic surprises, is absents
The lady with the unquestionable ’pﬂdﬁ
the precarious present and the ‘:u_g '
problematic futur ehas notbeen invite
In one view the play may be ¢
clean. In reality, it is ouly a d
choice of unplepsantnegsy But, il &
deals with human natura, And 98
play makes a hit save that wh
tains the compelling force of n
lower grades, perhaps a mnice chojee
unpileasantness is all we can as yat
for in the playwright. What a‘sa
in; vulgarity if Dame Nature had ald
beer; the empress, Mrs. Grundy !

1 cannot but regret that * The
padour,” played in '88 or '86,’ does &
appear on the list. To state that
Tree is sometimes wore satisfactory th
Mr, Irving is perhaps to claim too mi
for youth and gqually valuable differs
ences, The grandeur of Becket and the
sweetness, of the Old Vicar canoot b8
displaced; yet, for acting and patho
the half-demented husband of the Pol
padowy in his heartbrokoen search iof
erring wife has seemed to rank iir:}t.
ter all, our praise i9 too much like
forgotten English grammar to be't
seriously. The adjectival substantive ¥
iv with our own personal pronoun 8
agrees with our moods and- tenses

that ist all we can say. ;
STINSON JARVIS.

fit of "the gallery. Not so with the#®
Martha of Mrs. Henry Vandenhoff, whose &

princely profits which sunely awaitqd #

i

other occasions wien we have been ‘orced ¥

'ADMISSION, 25 and 50 CENTS, -

i
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