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The MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. Mr.

Fixter has It ln charge.
Mr. MONTAGUE. That is the farm fore-

man, but ·I think it is under the oversight
of Prof. Fletcher; at least, it was; I cean-
not say how it is at the present time. ýSup-
pose we were to -take the statement of the
'bon. Minister that this branch is in charge
of tle farm foreman. Now, I do not thlnk
that that ie paying as much attention to
bee-keeping as might be done with advan-
tage to the Canadian Experimental Farm.
I know that this Is a matter which the bee-
keepers all through the country are ex-
ceedingly anxious. about. I may say that
the hon. Minister (Mr. Fisher) will remember
that this has been called to hIs attention
a number of times, not only in the press
iepresenting that braich of agriculture, but
by bee-keepers all over the country. I think
jthat last year the hon. gentleman gave
us somewhat of a promise, or shadow of a
promise, that he -would do something in this
direction, and I hope that this time Le
wiil be able te give rus the promise that
something idefinite will be done. The Gov-
ernment are fairly liberal, i thirlk, in deal-
ing with the publie service generally and
with public money, and I do not think they
should refuse to accede to the wishes of
the people representing an important, even
though relatively small, ibranch of agricul-
ture, which bas its representatives in almost
every province of the 'Dominion, and which
contributes a greait deal to the Income of
the farmers of Canada. I cannot speak
tco strongly upon that point, because I know
how thoroughly alive the bee-keepers are to
the importance of having some attention
paid to their industry, so as to secure for
them the benefit of experiments, as bas
been done In dalrying and other branches
of agriculture that have received attention at
the farm.

As to the questions of policy, the bon.
gentleman (Mr. Fisher), it 'will please the
'hon. gentlemen on this side 'of the House
to know, Is pursuing the same policy as
the previous Government. 'He bas not found
time to disturb it. That belng the case, I
fancy ithere is very little for us to oriticise
ln the hon. gentleman's vote or the manner
In which Le is carrying on the farm. I
would îlike to ask whether be Intende to
have the experiment stations in various parts
of the country. lIn another place, I believe,
there was a discussion on this point, and
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Fisher) expressed a
favourable opinion upon that work.

I must say that I differ with some gentle-
men who spoke on that point, and I would
support the hon. gentleman if Le would ask
for a vote, -small -In the beginning. but grow-
'ing larger, for the purpose of doing experi-
mental work in connection with the various
farms In the several provinces of the Do-
minion. I see the Minister of Finance
smiles, he always smiles when money is
asked for. but Le smiles with -an approving
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smile when the Minister of Public Wo.rks
asks for money. Money has been spent
by the Minister of Publie Works in build-
ing fences and greenhouses that might have
'been more wisely spent 'by the Minister of
Agriculture In making experiments for the
people who are really the wealth producers,
or et least the great portion of them, in the
Dominion of a0nada. I think if -the lion.
gentleman wlli take up that work be will
find that the farmers would take a deep iii-
terest in it, and he would be performing
for almost every section of the country
wbat he is alttempting bere, I believe, with
very fair success in other branches. I do not
see any reason. with au expenditure of 40
millions-or wili it be when we hear the total,
42 millions, the Minister of Finance might
be able to tell us-I do net see any reason
why a few thousand 'couId not be spared
from the Estimates of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works -te make a few experiments for
the farmers of Canada in connection with
the illustration stations. I know 'the Min-
ister of Finance .is generous, I arm sure
the Minister of Public Works is generous
where public works are constructed, and I
would also a'sk him to be generous to -the
farmers of Canada wiho, notwi'thstand>ing
any opinion that may be expressed as 'to the
wisdom of this course, I believe are fully
in accord with the action of the past Govern-
ment and of the present Government in
making experiments upon as wide a scale
as possible for the advancement of agricul-
ture. There are other points te which the
hon. gentleman bas referred which I regret
equally with him, particularly the disea'se
which broke out among the he.rds at the
Central Experimental Farm. I am glati
that he found no disease -in the eastern
provinces ; but I hope that will not be
taken •as an excuse, as some hon. gentle-
men has suggested, for moving the whole
experimental farm to the eastern provinces.
May , ask the Minister of Agriculture te
give me 'an answer upon these two peints :
As te the apiary, and as to the illustra-
;tien stations. Then I may ask hlim as te
how many animais he purchased for the
farm at 'Nappan ?

The MINIISTER OF AGRICULTURE. In
an:swer te the bon. gentleman, first, about
an apiarist et the Experimental Farm. I
may say frankly 'that I have net yet reached
the point where I feel thaft I can make such
an appointment. As the thon. gentleman
knows, 'there is a fixed vote for carrying on
-the Experimental Fa'rm, and before I am
able to add any particular expendétures
such as he has alluded te, I should have to
provide for 2utting off something else.

Mr. MONTAGUE. Better increase the
vote.

The 'MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE.
The vote is the same as it Las been. I hope
in the course of this season to be able to
cut off -a considerable amount of expendî-
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