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Do Away With the Secret Opening

of Tenders

Let us for a moment discuss the
Manitoba scandals and others of a
similar kind, Frankly they amount te
this, that contractors are overpaid
and “divvy” up with the political
party in control of the government
The case of the dgricultural college
Was in a way typical.’ The contractor
g0t eight thousand seven o)iundred
dollars more than he asked, but gave

“#even thousand five hundred of it to
the campaign fund,

All government contractors are ex-
pected to come across with campaign
contributions when there is to be an
election. We all know that, and it
would be hypocritical to pretend to be
surprised if the Grits no less than
the Tories fry all the fat they ean out
of the contractor; they will probably
eontinue fto do: so for all time to
come, 3
Whether the new party that is to be
formed will scorn to hold up the con-
tractors, ar even accept their volun~
tary contzibutions, rgmains to be
@eon,

It is in bad taste, but not inherent-
Iy wrong for a contractor out of his
own pocket to contribute to the cam-
Paign fund of the party in power. In
former times suitors made presents
to judges, that was not considered
wrong, but it certainly was in bad
taste, and we would not like to see
the practice openly re-established. But
for any government to ‘Bive excessive
P&y to a contractor with the design
of getting it back as a contribution
for campaign purposes is little short
of ¢criminal, perhaps not at all short
of it

But at what stage in the contracting
i8 ymost of the skull-duggery done?

&t occurs between the time when tend-
ers are called for and the time when
the contract is awarded. THat was the
case in the Winnipeg Parliament
Building, when Thomas Kelly was
shown the Lyall tender before he made
his own, and was, therefore, able to
get just under it, That was the case
in the agricultural college transaction,
when the lowest tenderer wasd given
the tip to make his bid higher. The
government was able to tell him just
how much he could increase his tender
and yet keep under the next lowest,
In the timber limits scandals, at Ot-
tawa, under Liberal rule, whatever
thimble-rigging there was, was done
by opening the tenders in secret and
tipping  off their contents to the
favorite insider,

Now to our minds a great deal of
grookedness could be done away with
by simply changing the system, All
tenders should be securely sealed, and
never opened except at the time and
place named in the ndvcrtlspment, and
§n the presence of all the tenderers,
@he Norris government, of Manitoba,
(we ,'x‘aellcvo. on our suggestion, signaled
llf,"accession to power by adopting
that system in at least one case, We
h @ heard it charged that since then
thereihas been a return to the sys-
teny of ;opening tenders in secret, The
OttawaiGovernment, we believe, still

ppensytenders in secret, altho it wasg

ne of'the abuses of the Laurier re.

me-which the Conservative pa rty was

Qledged tojaboligh,

3"(}’31161'0'”}’ speaking, the secret open-
ing of tenders is a system purasued by
provincesiand municipalities all over
| Ganada. In the great majority of
" ¢ases no dishonest purpose ig in view,
but,why adhere to a system which in-
Vitesfraud and begets suspicion? It is
q'foultom more responsible than any-

' tling " else’ for corrupt practices in
Canadian politics,
%% A-Hagrd Problem Made Easy
. Bhis year we miss the usual oute
ery from financial men about the
heavy burden laid upon them by ecrop
moving, In the old days it was con-
sidered so heavy a strain upon the
banks that money and credit were
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almost unavailable to people in the
east, while the western farmers were
being served. :

Moving the crops seems now to be
as simple a thing, from @a financial
standpoint, as moving a grand piano.

Yet less than ten years ago American
bankers found the job so difficult that
we had on this continent something
like a flnancial panic. We were bolld
that there was not enough currency
in the United States to transact the
business of the country, and for a’
time indeed a “currency famine”
existed.
was hailed as a national benefactor,
because he in some way managed to
get some of the country’s money. into
circulation, We were quite proud of
ourselves in Canada because the banks
were able to keep their notes in eir-
culation, but we felt the effect of the
Squeeze, and our national debt in-
creased by many millions in a few
months’ time,

This year the crops are moving on
either side of the line with prime
coinmercial paper selling around. four
per cent. in New York and Chicago.
The United States is lending money to
foreign nations by the billion and
here in Canada we are financing our
part in a great war, and actually lend-
ing money and credit by the.hundred
millions to the mother counfry, For
any one to suggest that either Can-
ada or the United States could not
finance a harvest would be considered
absurd.

It will be sald in explanation, that
the big European war has created
something Hke flush times on  this
side of the Atlantic, and it is true that,
the entente nations furnish an eager
market for nearly everything we can
gather from farm, forest, mine, or sea.
But is this the entire explanation?
The United States was one of the
richest, perhaps the richest nation in
the world in 1907; her national debt
Wwas negligible, her credit was at the
highest, and the international rate of
interest was abfnormally low, Yet the
people of the United States found
themselves without currency, withofit
the mechanism for carrying on ordi-
nary business. Credits were, therefore,
congested and business stagnant. The
farmer with wheat on his hands of
undoubted value the world over, could
not obtain the ready money he need-
ed to pay the storekeeper, the imple~
ment man, and other creditors, The
énormous, almost unlimited credit of
the nation served no purpose whate-
ever in relieving the situation,

It was the Federal Reserve Bank
Act which corrected this anomaly, As
soon as the national credit wag avail-
able for the re-discount of good paper
all talk of “tight credits” disappeared,
The banker freely ‘discounted paper
for his customers instead of hoard-
ing vast reserves in anticipation of a
possiple “run on” the bank, All talk
of a currency famine disappeared,
when the government stood ready to
issue national currency against good
collateral,

This wise legislation, even more
than the war, put our neighbors on
their feet, Everyone today declares
himself in favor of the principle of
national currency and state hanks of
rediscount, The Republicans can
only try to divide the ‘credit with
President Wilson by saying that the
Information upon which he acted was
gathered together and digested by the
“monetary commission” in the time
of President Taft. No one is wild
enough to suggest that the law ought

The late J. Pierpont Morgan |-

Lloyd “George, a believer in national
currency.

It is true that farmers are holding
wheat for a rise, and that crop moving
less severely taxes finanéial and trans-
portation resources than in former
vears. Nevertheless, we believe that
the crop will be moved hereafter with
much less strain than formerly, and
that national credit and national cur-
rency will easily solve what tused to
be an almost insoluble problem,

]

BUFFALO BUYS COAL
CHEAPEREN TORONTO

Consumers - Here Now Paying
Eight Dollars and Fifty
Cents Per Ton:

The City of Buffalo has not gone in-
to the coal business, according' to in-
formation received from City Clerk
Sweeny of that ecity. Mr. Sweeny
writes the mayor that Buffalo civie de-
partment buy in ‘the open market,
paying $6.10 pey gross ton for egg and
stove coal; nut $6.35 and pea $5.
Prices to consumers range about $1.00
per ton higher. .

The additional. freight charges from
Buffalo to Toronto amount to 60 cents
a ton, which makes the price of ‘egg
and stove' coal $7.90 laid down in
Toronto. Consumers hefe, however,
are paying $8.60 at present.

James Herrick, a London coal d}l-
er, has written the mayor, offeringf to
lay coal down in Toronto this month
at $6.70, laid down at the Toronto
yards.

- — e

UNABLE TO FIND PERSON
WHO DESERTED CHILD

“That the, unknown child found in
the Photodrdme Thearte, 37% W. Queen
street, on Sept. 2, came to ‘its death
from criminal negligcnce by some per-
son or persons unknown,” was the ver-
dict returned by the jury under Coro-

ner J. H. McConnell, at the morgue
last evening.

At 7 o'clock Saturday morning, Soot,
2, Frederizk Hill,.the carctaker of the
theatre, found the body of tho child,
wrapped in a towel and newspaper,
under one of the seats. He notifled
the police, who investigated the case
for over a week, and were unable to
find anytbing that would lead up to
the identity of the person or persons
who left the child there. The child
was about two days old. A prelimin-
ary inquest w:is opened on Sept. 2
and the adjourninent was made until
last night, to enable the police to in-
vestigats,

MAYOR WOULD cuUT
CITY’S EXPENDITURE

Mayor Church wants $25,000,000 cut
off the city’s capital expenditure, and
has instructed Commissioner Brad-
shaw to report as to what can be done,
He has also written the M.0.H., asking
what has been done in regard to the
rroposed amalgimation of the health
inspection departments of the board
of education snd the city health offiec,
And he is also after Information as to
what is being done to make the tezh-
nical school and high school of come
merce and finance sclf-sustaining,

LITTLE GIRL INJURED,

While playing opposite her home
last night, Bessie Bliss, 317 Ontario
street, was struck by a motor car
belonging to Controller O’Nefll and
driven by William McKay, 896 West
Queen street, The little girl was
taken home, where it was found thut
she was . bruised and cut, but not
seriously hurt,

SHORTALL REMANDED,

Tharged with attempting to obtain

to be repealed, or that the United |
States Government should retire frnmi
the banking business, or
private corporations the so\'(,-rvi;:n!
franchise of emitting eurrency, ;

We have followed the lead of xhe‘
United States haltingly, but we have
followed it since the outbreak of the
war, Finance Minister White last |
Year notified the western farmers that |
‘Tteu would discount theijr warehouse
rwéipls with national currency. He |
relfeved the banking Situation by tak-
ing authority tg
merecial paper discounted by the
chartered banks, He has not pushed
forward with enthusiasm, but his feet
have heen set in the
Gamaliel, at whose feet he onca
the venerable J. B. Forgan, of

restore g |

rediscount com-

right path, The
sat,
Nova

"

b‘colm.ﬁd Chicago, is now, like Davig

money stolen from the New West-
minster branch of the Bank of Mont-
treal five ycars ago, Michael B. Shor-
tall of Chicago came up in the police
ccurt yesterday and was remanded for1
a week, pending Investigation by tha
police,
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"FINDING- MIUSPELLED
WORPS IN CARTOONS

)

Berlin Announces Plan of Dis-
position of Kavala
Garrison.

o

CORDIALITY PROFESSED

Huns Pretend to Be Rescuing
Greeks From Entente.
Allies" Grip.

LONDON, Sept. 14—Berlin official-
ly announced today that the fourth
Greek army corps, with headquarters
at the port of Kavala, has been placed
nnder control of the Germans by the
Greek commander, and that the Greek
troops will be transported to Germany,
The Greeks, it was stated, will be per-
mitted to keep their .arms and equip~
ment and will retain their standing as
neutrals,

Speaking of the fourth Greek army
Co1ps as having been left behind the
lett Bulgarian wing in the Bulgarian
advance into Macedonia, the state-
ment continues:

“The allies planned to foree these

troops to fight on their &ide or to suf-
ler the same fate as the part of the
ilth Greek division at Saloniki. Free
communication with Athens was check-
ed by arbitrary action of the’ allfed
authorities,
“The commander of the fourth Greek
almy corps at Kavala, "faithtul to the
will of his commander-fi-cnlef' (King
Constantine) and the legal govern-
ment, in tHeir desire to maintain neu-
trality, was forced by famine and dis.
ease to ask the:German commander.
inchief, on Sept. 12, ‘to protect his
brave troops ang to provide them
lodging and food.”

DIVISIONAL CYCLISTS
HAVE LADIES’ AUXILIARY

e

Mrs. Ambrose Small Elected Pres.
ident at Gathering on Wed-
nesday Night.

Wednesday evening a meeting took
place at the residence of Mrs. Ambrose
J. Bmall, which will no doubt have far
reaching effects for the ‘‘Boys on ‘the
Wheels.,” ’ Already active in the re-
cruiting fleld, the members of the Di.
visional Cyclist Depot have now en’ist.-
ed the practical Sympathies of the lady
friends, who are forming themselves
into the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Divis-
lonal Cyclist Depot.

The following officers were clectod:

President: Mrs. Ambrose J Lmall;
vice-president, Mrs. J. H. Lowry;
secretary, Mrs. Shaw; treasurer, Miss
G Thompson; committee, Mrs. Berth-
on, Miss Forgie, Miss Holton; enter.
tainment committee, Mrs, Forgie, Mrs.
Brick, Mrs. Spencer; emergency com-
mittee, Mrs. Marsh, Miss Beattie, Miss
Kightly,

Judging from the enthusiasm shown
it will not be the ladies’ fauit if the
boys do not reap great benefits, bHoth
now and when overseas,

TELEPHONE OPERATORS
ENTERTAINED SOLDIERS

e

Forty From Convalescent Home
Given Dinner and Splendid
Musical Program.,

The latest Red Cress activity of the
girle of the Bell Telephone Co. was
the entertainment of 40 of the soldiers
from the Convalescent Home on Col-
lege street, the oceasion being hrought
about thru the thoughtfulness of the
supervigors of the long-distance ox-
change

Dinner was servad in the hall of the
company c¢n Hayden street, X, .. Dun.
slan, manager, presiding, Miss Carson,
head supervisor; E, Scott of Montreal,
traffic superintendent for Canada, ard
F. C. Maw, local traffic chiof, weore
among those prescnt,

The following took part in
musical program which followed:
Messrs, Albert Duvid, Perey Daviqg,
IFrank Fulton, F. R, Davis, C. Keene
and L. Dickman, The guests of the
cvening joined in patriotic "numbers
sung, and concluded with three cheers
for the girls who had been their nos.-
pitable entertainers, ‘

CHURCH WILL CELEBRATE
PROHIBITION ENACTMENT

Special to The Toronto World,
CORNWALL, Sept. 14.—At the close
of " divine service in Knox Church,
Sunday evening next, a public praise
and thanksgiving service will be held
for the final closing of the bars and

the fins

liquor stores in the Province of On-

lprio. Several speakcrs will address
the meating,

German Artillery Hits Mahy
of Own Men by
Fire.

MAKE GAIN SWIFTLY

P,

Gallic Troops Take Ol:;poaiug
~ Trenches in Rapid Suc-

cession,
“

PARIS, Sept, 14.—The gpeed of the
French advance in Tuesday’s battle on
the Somme front took the Germans
completely by surprise, according to
a description of the fighting given by
an eye-witness. He gaid:

“The attack began at 12,
perfect order. The officers had dif-
culty holding their men, some of whom
started even before the appointed
time, In a few minute the _first
objective was carried, and 1t 12.35 the
news arrived that the Berlingot trench
was already occupied. Then informa.
tion came in fast of further gains, and
the observers paw a stream of sur-
rendering Germans running toward
the French lines,

“Many of the Germans who sur-
rendered were hit by the curtain fire
of their own artillery, Most of them
were troops who had recently
from the Verdun front,
declared that tho they e ted the
attack, the rapidity with: w ich it was
delivered took them by surprise.”

ONLY THIRTEEN MEN
SIGNED UP YESTERDAY

Half of the Number That Applied
Were Accepted by Doctors.

Recruiting fyesterday was slowey)
than any previous day of the week,
During ths day 26 applied at the re-
cruiting depot and were examined by
the doctor. Half of the 26 were ac-
cepted and the other 13 were turned
down as being medically . untit for
service in the army, -

, 'Recruiting has reopened

tunity of Joining this most interest.-
ing branch of the service,

The fmen recruited will be pro-
vided with uniform at once and put
on pay. They will receive prelimin.-
ery training in Toronto and will later
b¢ transferred to batteries for more
advanced traming with horses and
guns. Correspondence is invited. Ap-
plications should be made to the dis-
trict artillery depot, Toronto armorles,

GOVERNMENT STILL FEARS
INFANTILE PARALYSIS

8pecial to The Toronto World.

CORNWALL,  Sept.  14~Instruc
tions ave been issued by the Domin-
lon Government that the regulations
in regard to precautions against in-
fantile paralysis infection being
brought into Canada -from the United
States, have been increased so that
no children under sixteen years of
age from the states of New York,
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Rhode-
Island will be admitted into Can-
ada without a medieal certificate, that
they have not been exposed to infec-
tion. These certificates will not be
accepted unless they have been issued
within the then current twenty-four
hours. Several parties who neglected
to provide their children with certifi-
cates have been turned back at Corn-
wall, both by rail and boat, \

ACCLAIM LIEUT, ROBINSON,
Another,

Presentation
Raid Hero.

LONDON, Sept. 14—Lieut. Robhin.
son, 21 years old, British aviator, whn
thot down a zeppelif in the ra =nt
raid on London, was wi'dly acelaimed
at the Baltic Excha today, wkhan
he was formally presented with a
2500 puree, raised by shipping men,

A great crowd cheered Robinson and
sang: “For He'sa Jolly Good Fellow,”

Robineon was l¢d to the platform,
and, blushing to the roots of his hair,
made the first publie speech of his
life. It ‘was a six-word speech:
“Thanks; I merely did my duty,” he
gaid,

to  Zeppelin

FOUND DEAD IN BED.

About 2,30 yesterday morning
Timothy - Moynahan, 377 West King
street, 38 vears of age, was found
dead in bed by his brother Corneliua,
The police were notified and had the

body removed to the morgue, where
it is likely an Inquest will be held,

: g:rry furthop co-operation bet:

Presbyterian’ General Astens:
bly Wishes to Avoid Any
ONLY SLIGHT CHANGES

Churches Will Act Together
in General and Mission
Work.,

e s——_——

_ 'rh:“ “?mfﬁ:' on ehmhimg‘ny ape
poin ¥ general assembly o

e three churches in the general
of these churches,
Much . co-operation has been con-
ducted in the past, but much mere is
Giow possible without
boards beyond what
biy and the other
orized, In the matter of
for the future in the west and in the
oversight of union
in existence there is also scope for
common work,
Will Continue Same Work.,
a misconception

There seem: to be
in somé quarters as to the effect that
the union will have on_the congre-
gations of the church. They will con-
tinue their work as at présent. They
will keep their own ministers and
have full freedom in calling ' their
successors, : 2

No unlonahba_twoon Presbyterlan and
Methodist urches already in exist-
ence. will # effected unless the con-
gregations thgmselves see that it is in
their interests to unite and express
the desire to do so0. In fact, the older
sections of the country will still carry
cn their work as formerly and will
observe very little change, But in the
conduct of the general work of the
church,
the colleges and other branches
aetivity‘ there will be common effort
and a 2T saving o0f men and money.
The churches will work together for
one common end,

WAR LOAN AT BROCKVILLE.

Special to The Toronto Worid.
BROCKVILLE, Sept. 14.—Locally
the Canadian war loan is being
‘berally" subscribed. 'The first sub-
scription received whs for $10,000
from a Brockville hotelkeeper, who
moved here from Alsace-Lorraine fol..
lowing the war of 13(0 to escape the
German yoke,

REV. F. D. FLOYDE APPOINTED.

of the Good
. East Cornwall, succeedin
» R. H. Archer, who resign

in the home mission ﬂolda;
]

‘| Battalion, C.E.F.,
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PRIZE BAND ON TOUR.

Special to The Toronto World.
CORNWALL, Sept. 14—The Highs

land Plpe Band of the 154th Overses

. will four thé United

Countles, opening at Lancaster, Glens

garry, on ,g‘onday, Sept. 18. The lead

ing towns"and villages of Stormont

on account of -ill-héalth,
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