
THE OREGON QUESTION.

The Resolution giving the twelve months' notice
for the termination of tiie joint occupancy of tlie

Oregon Territory, beinj; under consiilcrulion as
in connnittec of the wliole

—

Mr. DIX rose, nn<l proceeded to address the Sen-
ate. He said

:

In entcrinsj into tl.e debate on tlic question un-
der consideration, I feel constrained ;o ditFer in

opinion with two distiniruislied Senators wiio have
jireceded nie, in rdalioti to tlie manner in w hic!i

tlie discussion shor.ld be conducted. [ allude to
the Senator from Ohio. [Mr. Am.ev,] who opned
tlie dehnte. and tie S iiator from Delaware, [Mr.
J. M.Ci.AVTox.] wl o followed him. lioth took the
pmund, and with eiiually sIroii;,'lan;,'uaire, that the
title to Oreu;on ouu:lil not to be drawn into tliis dis-
ciisp.sion; but fcr totally dilfesent reasons—the Sen-
ator from Ohio, Ik cause the time for discussiiijj it

hnci ;;onc by; and the Senator from Delaware, i..--

caiise the time for di.scussini; it had not arrived.
With the unf. i;,'ned respect which 1 eiiterl;'iii for
both Senators, I dissent from their opinions with
p-rcatditlidenceofmyown. Hut lam constrained to
ren;ard the (luestii.n'of our ri:,'lits in Oreuoii, as one
on which the propriety of the measures jiroiiosed
peculiarly anU ( inineiuly d< pend.s. What is tiie

j)roposition before tlie Senate? It is, to give io
Great Britain the notice of tv.elve months, by vir-

j

tue of which the treaty between her and the Uni-
ted Slates, stipulating that the territory of Oregon
shall be free and open to ih;; people of' both coun-
tries, is to be abrogated and annulled. We can-
not disguise the fact, that this is a measure of the
most decided character, and involving the most
imporUinl consequence.). What i.s it, sir, but a i

<leclaralion that tiie territory of Oreg(m, after the
expiration of twelve months, shall no longer be
open to the subjects of Great P.ritain .' It is the
first step towaidstlw assertion of our right of em-
pire and domain in Oregon. I can see it in no
other light. I shall supp(n-t it. But I cannot as-
sent to the propriety ofadopting a measure of sucli
magnitude without saying a simrle word in illus-
tration of our title to tlie territory, over which we
arc thus prtparing to assert our paramount rights.
I do not feel at liberty to take such a step, d'cnv-
ing summarily ail ridit in others, or abWining
from tlie assertioi) of any right in ourselves.

I propose, therefore, as a preliminary of action
on my own part, to looK at < iir title to Oregon

—

not for the purpose of defining it with critical pre-
cision

, but so far as to state the general grounds on
which it rests. And I am disposed to take thia
course, not only with a view to justify the vote I
intend to give, but for the further purpose of cor-
recting extreme misconceiitions, both at home and
abroad, on a few points of vital consequence. No

I

purely American question has, perhaps, excited a
I

stronger inteiesi in odier countries; and I doubt
;

whether any other has been so greatly misrepre-
:

sented. The same misapprehensions exist at home.
,

Tlie public nress, for the last few weeks, has been
I teeming with essays disparaging tiie Spanish title,
on which our own, in S'>me degree, rests. I am

I

miwilling either to pass by these statements in

j

sileiKT, or to meet them with sui.imary declara-

I

tioiis of right. It is natural that Senators, who
j

have been long on this floor, and who have already
!

borne a par' in the discussion of this question,

I

should f- el dilTereiitly. But for my.self, having
never even listened to a debate on the subject—

a

,

subject until rccenily entirely new to me—I feel
lioiiiid to state the grounds on which I act. This

j

is what I propose to do—not by the analysis of
[

any particular treati.se, or by the examination of
any parii(;ulir view of the subject—but by exhibit-
in:: some of the 'listorical facts on which the Span-
ish title and o own rest. I shall endeavor to
perform tiiisdu.y in the plainest manner, adhering
rigidly to the subject, and, if jiossible, without ad-
dressing a single word to prejudice or passion.
The region which now constitutes the territory of

Oregon was .seen, and ajiart of its coast reconnoi-
tred—I will not say exjjiored—half a century after
thediscovery of America. In consequence of its
remoteness from the course of trade which was
opened by the voyagesof Columbus, the supposed
rigor of its climate, and the certainty derived from
the expeditions sent oi,' from Mexico, that it con-
Uiincd no sources of wealth like iliose by which
Sf)ain had been enriched in the more southern por-
tions ofthis continent, it remained, for more than two
centuries and a half, without any permanent setiJe.
mcnt by civilized men. During this long period,
Spain c.ons<.^n«!y.^Ps^rtcdhcrright of proptieiorship
in It by virtue ofdisco very, and had formed tempora-
ry establishments in its neigliborhood from time to


