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ihf tiioimiit, l)eing understood to ton»i«i,

not so imi< h in the quality ami amount ot the

thinn produced, as in the distloMire of Ircsh

iiiclhod» or fashions of protlm tion. Of the

actual work of the Kinhteenth Century a suf

ficient rii)ort will he found in the biographies

ami extrails «hi( h follow ; here, it is pro|K).,ed

to take note only of those new forms of literary

expression which distnig.iish the a;;c fioni those

ages which went before. That, on or about

the date of the Kestoralion, a change began

u> be apparent both in the matter and manner

of Knglish lateraluie is admitted even by those

who find Its cause- uncertain and its course

obscure. Of this change, in the last decades

of the seventeenth century, Dryden is allowed

to have been the chief exponent ; in the first

decades of the eighteenth century, it was

maintained and developed imder Tope and his

contemporaries. Hroidly speaking, although

its leaders were wril..> of verse, it consisted in

tlie existence of a state of things whic h was

more lavourable to the iierfecting of prose.

Ihc spirit of a new criticism was abroad,

teni|ieriiig imagination and repressing enthu-

siasm, endeavouring after symmetrv and iinilor

mity, averse .dike from decor.itinn .iml invention.

To be direct and clear, to be logical, lo regard

right reason and pl.iin sense, to be governed

bv the teaching of the .\ncienls (tillered
j

throiigli the medium of I'renc h c ritic ism), bee .ime

by degrees the unwritten code of the times.

Working prosaically, its chief gifts were in

prose. It gave us the first daily Newspaper;

.111(1. bv till- pen of D'foe and his humbler

allien. .Ill cxtr.iordin. f; and unprecedented

il,\rlopincnt of Journalism; it g.ive u-, by

the pens of .\ddiNon and Steele, a form of

K.ssay, whic h, difleriiig as widely from the ess;iy

of liac on as from the essay of Temple, set the

model lo its own day and to ours, liidir

Richardson and Fielding it gave us what was

practically the modern Novel; under Hume

.ind K.)bertson and C.ibboii, what was pr.ic ti-

cally the modern History. Kinally, it gave us

111 its earlier yc/ars a I'oetry of Conveiilioii

unexampled in its iiK-:hanic al accomplishnieiit,

which, while presenli.ig many of the features of

•m age of I'rosc-, wis still I'oetry, and which,

exhausting itself alter a career of exceptional

vigour and brilliancy, left the soil prepared for

.u.. ,._..,i,.,i 1,1,1 irresistible >;row'th of a truer

the first. There had »)ecn newspapers, no

doubt, in the preceding century, even as there

were brave men before .\gamemncm. There

was the /'«*/'<• /«/.///<<'/,,, of I. Kstrange, and

the still existent /.c/;,/.'// 0\n,t/f, which d.ite»

from November 7, I'.f-s, when Charles U. was

keeping Court at Oxford by reason of the

plague. There were the News Letters of Dyer

and Dawks (Steele's 'honest Ichabxl') wnich

had blank spaces left 'for .my C.entleman, or

others, to write their private llusiness to their

Friends in the Country,' and iMith of which

the great Mr Kdninnd Snuth one of l>r

Johnson's |M>ets, if you please celebrated m

I jtin S;ipphics:

Sirilx; MCuniN (|iii'l agit Siii.ilus,

i.iuiil iciiiiil ~urm gr.Of I..imlKllianuin,

I'lui'l I'nmcs l.uil.lf.ir.l, .//»./ /'.'/'.«/ n.roiKM

I)AWKS./I(i |)\m.//(..

Hut it »,!, not until th.' first year of .\nne s

reign, and iiuleed but three da\s alter King

William died at Kensington, that the fii^l daily

paper iii.ule its modest appearance. This was

the A///r C'lii.vit, a little docible-columned

^heet fourteen inc I.es by eight, printed cm one

side only, .iiid exc using its exiguity (or lack of

advertisenieiUs) by ,1 pr.iiseworthy desire 'to

s.ive the I'ublic k at le.ist half the Impertmem es

of ordinary News I'.ipers.' Its news is exclu-

sively derived from the f'i'iii (;,i:,/U and the

HiUirhin and Amsl.ni.vii C'linuils. but it

speedily grew into flourishing life, being

promptly fiillowed by .1 crowd of rivals and

imit.ctors, r.'sti, /WJi.ns, /\,ci:fs, Oh.-r: ,,t.'>s.

K.XiiUn, .\f,>,u,i,s, .\U/0U liritisli .//,//,»,

I Athaihin 0>;hi,i, and the like, not all of whu h

were, m the strict sense, journals. ( )ne of the

most remarkable of these l.Uler was the A',7;,7..

„f Daniel D.'foe, a sheet c,f eight (afterwards

lour) siu.dl ./»."/.' pages, written in Newgate

(where ils author was confined), and. like the

hist /\uivC,"inuit, i.rofessing to be ' I'urg d from

the Error-, and Partiality of \.-..'S-l\'nl<rs and

J\ll\-Sh,Usiiu'i, of all sides.' The full title w.is

i

./ A',-;V?.' of tlu- MMrs of l-ram-c : but it w.in

' m realitv, a history of the domestic and foreign

affairs of luirope. while in a section entitled

'-

.V.nii'r \:im/,iA-: or .i/ria- Jrom Ih.- SaviMih

Otis CluK which began in the second number,

its author professed to collect contemporary

:
gossip. .\s may be gathered from the de:,cri|i

i lion of Defoe's' A'f.-v,T.'. .1 m.iin feature of all

I'oetrv of Nature and Romance.

.\inong these Kighteenth Century innovations,

Jiiiiriial'sm, which has lasted the longest, begins

th. organs was their foreign inleiijgerii

whic h. being easier to obtain than home news,

naturally predominated. Indeed, it is pretty


