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FROM THOMAS DANFORTH.

Knightsbridge, August 18, 1776.

My dear Sir :

Since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were.

I have received your two epistles, though the last but two or three

days ago, it having lain some time at Palmer's, from whence I re-

moved a fortnight this day to Mr. Pemberthy's in Queen's Row,

six or eight houses north of Judg§ Sewall's, where I have very

agreeable lodgings. I neglected answering particularly your first

letter, expecting every day a second, and having nothing particu-

lar by way of news. I have now determined to write, news or no

news, and as you know it is not against my conscience to affirm

that I saw the same velvet in the loom, for the same reason I think

it very innocent to make a small budget of news. You will there-

fore be pleased to understand and be informed, that a few days ago

the Commissioners with Nathaniel Coffin, Mr. Porter, the Comp-

troller, the Inspector General, Col. Leonard, Mr. Barack, Mr.

Mather, Mr. Faneuil, etc., etc., arrived from Halifax ; what recep-

tion they will meet with is uncertain. You see without doubt in

the papers the news from the army at Staten Island. Sheriff

Loring writes Col. Hatch, that he expects to spend the winter in

Roxbury, and shall clean up his house there for his place of resi-

lence.

Col. Tyng writes to Judge Sewall, that when he is settled in

his house, which he proposes to take at Amboy, he shall be more

particular. It seems that the accounts they have from the de-

serters are very encouraging ; that they are much divided upon the

matter of independency. I think that the enemies of opposition

to Parliament may regard the matter in that light, and appear

openly ; that this will be a lucky handle, and will finally be the

means of oversetting the combination. It is said that there is a

large party in South Carolina, Maryland, Connecticut, and New
Hampshire, in opposition ; these will assist the king's troops when

they are well warmed in dispute with their brethren. It would not

be strange if the rebel interest should melt like snow in a hot sun,

when once it begins to fail. All but the congress have an excuse

for revolting, and think that they save their honor. Thousands will
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