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good taste was preserved, and in which the people delighted
to make it govern their manners, their language and their
dress. Quebec, moreover, prided herself not only on gather-
mg within her walls the most important personages of the
political and the ecclesiastical world, but also on being the
chief seat of intellectual life in the new country. From
Bougainville ' we learn that in 1757, towards the end of the
French regime, there was a literary club in Quebec. Besides
this, the Jesuits' College and the Seminary had for more
than a century drawn to Quebec the studious youth of
the entire colony. Michel Bibaud, who visited the city
in 1841, noted there 'the agreeable, affable manners of her
leading citizens, and their French urbanity and courtesy.'
For this reason he called her 'the Paris of America.'

It was at Quebec, too, after 1791, when parUamentary
government was accorded Lower Canada, that political
oratory—dmid at first, and modest m expression—was
bom. There the first groupings of intellectual forces were
afterwards organized : the Cltlb constitutiormd (1792) ; the
SocUU lUUraire (1809) j the SociiU hislmjue et lUUraire
(18J4), founded at the Chateau Saint-Louis, under the
presidency of Lord Dalhousie ; and the SocUU pour Vencou-
ragenimt des Sciences el des Arts (1827), which soon amal-
gamated, m 1829, with the SocUU hislorigue et lUUraire.

Montreal, in the nineteenth century, was not backward
in seconding, propagating and developing those movements
of intellectual life which were gadiering force in Quebec.
At Montreal people read both poetry and prose. Joseph
Mermet, a French military poet, who came to Canada
in 1813 and took part in the war then in progress, had a
large number of admirers in the city. There Jacques
Viger pursued his historical studies on Canada ; and Denis
Benjamin Viger, who at certain moments thought himself
a poet, published his ponderous verses in Le SpeclaUur.

^ Bougalnvme, Lou-a Antoine. Comte ds (1739.1811), came to Canada io
1756 a> MootciJm'j aidc-diMamp. H. kept a eanful jounud ol Om campaim
ending »iUi Uie surrender ol Quebec. He returned to Franc, and joioed the naviHe nulde a voyage round tie ..orld (I7<K>.&,1, and later lought with diitinctioii
against the British during the Revolutionary War.
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