
22

England's flrst colony, ehould sncrifloe Bome-
thing, I Hay that wc would be unworthy of our
proud position if wo werc not prepared to do
HO.—[Cbeers.] I hope to live to see the day,

and if I do not that my son may be spared to

«ee Canada the right aim of Enghmd— [cheers]

—to sec Canada a powerful auxiliary to the
Empire, not as now a cause of anxiety and a
source of danger. And I think that if wc are

wortliy to hold that position as the right arm
of England, we should not objcct to a sacrifice

of this kind whcn so great an object is attained,

and the object is a great and lasting onc. It is

said that amitiés belwecn nations cannot be per-

pétuai. But I say that this Treaty which has gone
throughsomanydifficulties and dangers, ifit is

carried into effect, removcs almost ail jiossibility

«f war. If ever there was an irritating cause
of war, it was from the occurrences arising out
of the escape of those vessels, and when we see

the United States people and Government forget

this irritation, forget those occurrences, and sub-
mit such a question to arbitration, to the arbitra-

tion of a disinterestcd tribunal, they hâve estab-

lishcd a principle which can ni. . er be forgotten
in this world. No future question is ever likely

to arise that will cause such irritation as the
escape of the Alabama did, and if they could
be got to agrée to leave such a matter to the
peaceful arbitrameut of a friendly power, what
future cause of quarrel can in the imagination
of man occur that will not bear the same pa-
eiôc solution that is sought for in this. I be-

lieve that this Treaty is an epoch in the history

of civilization, that it will set an example to

the wide world that must be followed ; and
with the growth of the great Anglo Saxon
family, and with the development of that

mighty nation to the south of us, I believe that
the principle of arbitration will be advocated
and adopted as the sole principle of settlement
of the différences between the English speak-
ing peoples, and that it will hâve a moral in-

fluence in the world. And although it maybe
opposed to the antécédents of other nations

that great moral principle which has now been
establishcd among the Anglo-Saxon family,

will spread itself over ail the civilized world
[cheers]. It is not too much to say that it

18 a great advance in the history of mankind,
and I should be sorry if it were recorded that

it was stopped for a moment by a selfish con-
sidération of the interests of Canada. Had
the Government of Canada taken the course,

which was quite opun to ihem, to recommend
Parliamcnt to reject thèse articles, it might
hâve been a mattor of somc interest as

to what my position would bave been. I

am hère at ail events advocating the ratifica-

tion of the Taeaty, and, I may say, notwith-
standing the taunts of the hon. gentlemen
opposite, that although I was chosen for the
position of a Commissioner, certainly because
I was a Canadian, and presumably because I

was a m^mber of the Canadian Government,
yet my commiHsi<m was given to me as a
British subject, as it was to Sir Stafford North-
cote and other members of the commission. 1

went to Washington as a Plenipotcntiary, a»

Her Majesty's servant, and was bound by Her
Majesty's instruction*, and I would hâve been
guilty of dereliction of duty if I had not car-

ried out those instructions. And, sir, when I

readily joined under the circumstances in every

Word of that Treaty with the exception of the

Fishery articles, and when I succecded in

having inserted in tho Treaty a réservation to

the Govennuent and the people of Canada of

the full right to accept or refuse that portion

of it, I had no difliculty as to my course

[cheers]. I did not hesitatc to state that if

that clause had not been put in, I would bave
felt it necessary to resign my commission. [

was perfectly aware in taking the course I did

in signing the Treaty that I should be subject

to reproach. I wrote to my friends in Canada
from Washington that well I knew the storm

of obloquy that would meet me on my return,

and befor« even I crossed the border I was
complimcnted with the names of Judas Iscar-

iot, Benedict Arnold, &c. The whole vocabul-

ary of Billingsgate was opened against me, but
hère I am, thank God, to-day, with the con-

viction that what I did was for the best in-

terests of Canada; and after ail the benefits I

hâve received at the hands of my countrymen,
and after the confidence that has becnaccorded
me for so many years, I would hâve been
unworthy of that position and that con-

fidence if I were not able to meet re-

proach for the sake of my country. I

hâve met that reproach and 1 hâve met it in

silence. I knew that a prématuré discussion

would only exasperate still more the feelings

of those who were arrayed against me, and of

those who think more of their party than their

country, ( loud cheers.) I do not speak partl-

cularly of the hon. gentlemen opposite, but I

say that the policy of the Opposition is regu-

lated by a power behind the throne which dic-

tâtes what that policy must be [cheers.] tfo

one ever saw a patriotic policy emanate from
that source except on one occasion, and that

was when that source was induced by myself
to forget party struggles and party feelings for

the common good of the country. [Cheers.]

I hâve not said a word for twelve months ; I

hâve kept silence to this daythinkingit better

that the subject should be discussed on itsown
merits. How eagerly was I watchedi If the

Government should come out in favor of the

treaty, then it was to be taken as being a be-

trayal of the people of Cauada. If the Gov-
ernment should come out against the treaty,

then the first Minister was to be charged with
opposing the interests of the Empire. Which-
ever course we might take they were lying in

wait ready with some mode of attack. Bnt
" silence is golden," Mr. Speaker, and I kept
silence. I believe the Kober second thought of

this country accords with the sober second
thought of tho Government, and we come down
hère and ask the people of Canada through
their représentatives to accept this treaty, to

accept it with ail its imfJerfections, to accept it

for the sake of peace, and for the sake of the


