
40 BED RIVEB BEBELLION.

It will b« I'eadily aeon, then, Mr. Speaker that there was in such a union

of diverse interests, the elements of discord, and this become apparent as soon

as the Stockholders consented to enteitain a proposition for the purchase of

their territorial rights by this country. While the stockholders could see in

the largo sum to be paid for rights which were then in dispute, an ample
compensation for the gradual but inevitable destruction of the fur trade profits

which must follow, the inland fur trading officer saw in it only his own ulti-

mate ruin, and he opposed the project with all the pow«r he possessed, and
when lie bargain had been concluded, he felt tliat Canada had accomplished

his ruin by the purchase she had made, and that the stockholders had un-

faivly dealt with him in refusing him a portion of the compensation they

themselves had received. Men so circumstanced, Sif, are usually ready for

rash and even violent action, and we find the first evidence of this at the an-

nual meeting of the ofiicers at Norway House, held a short time af^er the con-

clusion of the negotiations and a few mon+hs before the emeute at Red River.

The following description which I find in one of the respectable journals

of the Dominion will, if its evidence may be trusted, show the state of feeling

which prevailed •

—

" One of the causes of dissatisfaction amongst the Hudson Bay Company's
officials in the North-West is this : they say that the £300,000 to be paid the

Company by the Canadian Government, will be pocketed by the English

shareholders, and that not one copper of it will ever be seen by the traders in

this country. Y doubt they are perfectly right in this view ; when the En-
glish shareholders get hold of the mcney they wOl very likely hold on to it.

But the traders of the Nor' West proposed a game a little while ago which, if

carried out, would more than make up to them the share of the £300,000,
which, they say, the English shareholders intend robbing them of. At a

meeting of the Council of Ptupert's Land—the body which controls the Com-
pany's affairs in the territory, a motion was submitted by one of the Chief

Factors, proposing that they should secrete for their special use and benefit,

furs to the value of £40,000 to be divided amongst the factors and those inte-

rested, just as soon as it should be clearly shown that the English shai-eholdera

intended gobbling up the whole of the Canadian purchase money. A lengthy

and animated discussion took place on this exceedingly dishonest, proposition,

after which the motion being put, it was lost simply by the casting vote of

the Chairman.". . ... . •

Now, Sir, this account may or may not be exactly correct, but it is true that

a wide-spread and deep disaffection prevailed and the most violent language

and even threats were used towards this Dominion of Canada.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a ^aed that we hfd rebellion at Red River because

wedid notfirsc consult thefeelingsand wishesof the people ofthat region. Well,

I can only say that you will rarelyhear thatexplanation attempted atRed River.

Why,sir, I have myself seen on petitions praying for annexation to Canada many
of the names of those who were foremost in endeavouving to prevent that

union, and if it had been that thih was really the cavise we would, I think,

have found all classes joining in it, instead of its being confined to that per-
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