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No part ofthe executive authority. Now this is a branch of
executive aU"
thority of the govemmcnt for which the people are Angularly

Tver to*be^«.
""^^- '^^^X Cannot, with propriety and fafety

crcifed by the to the ftate, exercife any branch of government

but that of eledling their reprefentatives. But

to that they are fully competent. For, though

few men have opportunities of knowing others

well enough to take an exait meafure of their

talents and qualifications for publick buiinefs, yet

every man is able to didinguifh in a general

manner whether the perfon he is inclined to

vote for as his reprefentative, is, or is not, a

man of better abilities than the greater part of

the other candidates for the fame honour. And
that is all the knowledge and fkill that is re-

quired for the bufinefs of eleding a proper repre-

fentative.

Nor even by
the body of

their repre-

fentatives.

XXIX. And it may further be obferved,

that, not only the people at large, but even

the body of reprefentatives chofen by them, is

unfit for the exercife of the executive authority

of the ftate. And therefore they ought not to

be invefted with it, but Ihould be authorized

only to make laws^ and to fuper-intend the exe-

cution
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