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the Upper Houfe this truth becomes more

ftriking. The dignity of Peerage condefcended

to examine into the breeches of decayed fea-

men •, and the firft aflembly in the nation, with

a more than Gallic regard for the rules of deco-

rum, confumed a day to fettle the etiquette of

falute between the chaplain and the penfioners

of Greenwich hofpital.

If we had therefore no other proof of exifting

danger but the proceedings of parliament, we

fhould naturally conclude it ideal and imaginary.

But when we look around, and behold in every

part of the kingdom the mod unufual prepara-

tions; the hufbandman dragged from his peace-

ful occupation ; the mariner torn from his wife

and family •, felons permitted to make their

option between military fervice and infamlous

puniihment ; every purfe open to the hand of

Government ; an intended invafion announced

from the Throne;—we wake from the delu-

fion, into which Parliament had plunged us,

aftonilhed at their inconfideratenefs, and alarmed

for our own fituation.

With regard to our natural enemies, one fen-

timent only can prevail. But it becomes a

queftion, whether, under our prefent circum-
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