
\ Suf as my Intent in this Letter is to ad-

mon'^h you, my Countrymen, before it be too

late, and not impute that to a criminal Heart

which is but Error in Underftanding ; to clear

myfelf of all Malevolence agamft the private

Charaders of thofe who fuperintend ; I mod
fincercly believe, that no pernicious Intention

in the M y has been the Caufe of thefs

ill-judged Undertakings and Mifcarriages
J they

have not taken their Source from Spleen, or

Refentment to a Party ; which too often warp-

ing the Minds of M rs, drives them into

unbecoming Adions; their private Refent-

ment urging them to the public Ruin. -"

'

^ I N this Inftance, th'^Ir Hearts being not cul-

pable will excufe them for this fingle EiTay

of their Incapacity, in the Opinion of all ho-

ned Men : But if the Ambition of prefiding in

public Affairs, a Paffion too often and too fa

tally mixed with Weaknefs of Underftanding,

fhould ftill goad them on to dired and ruir^,

what will then be their Due from your Hands ?

Yet even tho' Incapacity may plead a Par-

don, it does not annihilate the r.fgrace which

attends the Nation in confequence of it : Tho*

the Funifhment due to premeditated Villainy

cannot be imputed to the Charge of thofe Di-

redors.


