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ALONK IN PHK ARC IK" VVIJ.DKRNKSS 5.^9

I never shall torgct mv tccling of iniii-

gk'd relief aiul disappointinent. I latluT

wanted ti) complete the interesting little

trairedv promised, but, on the whole, nu

relief was great. An Indian dog had

scented some moose meat hanging in the

tree above me, and had mancnivred to

reach it undiscov eretl. Its step was mo^t

deceptive, and if I had not seen the animal

I should alwa\s have believed that I had

been visited bv an Indian.

The Indians continued to harass me
dailv, and became more and more trouble-

some. To gi\ e them an\ thing would, I

knew, be like gi\ing a tiger a taste of

blood. Their pleas grew insistent, but I

stubbornK' refused tliem. The reader nia\

wonder how I con\ersed with them. I

knew a number ot their words, beside

something of Chinook, of which thev also

knew a little. Most helpful of all was

mv skill in the sign language, so necessar\

to travellers in this region, and onl\ to be

acquired bv contact with the natives. One
big fellow became so intolerabK insulting

one afternoon that 1 had to dri\ e him out

of camp with a club. This ipiarrel, which

I had felt sure would bring trouble upon

me, reallv put an end to m\ worries, for

the Indians, like the cowards the\ realK

were, concluded that the\ could secure

provisions elsewhere with less danger; and

the verv next da\ thev began mo\ ing awav
to their hunting grounds. I was \ er\ glad

to see them go. Besides their grecd\ long-

ing for the contents of mv caciie, there

was another reason whv their presence en-

dangered me. In one of their camps was

a man nearU dead with consumption, and

if he died while I was there, I knew that

thev would be sure to attribute his death

to tile white man. Undoiditedl\ either

m\ life or mv iitas (possessions) wouKl

have been reipiired to make good the loss.

I had seen the man and knew that he was

near his end, and I should not have known
how to avert the superstitious wrath of

his friends. When all the Indians hail

departed except the consumptive and his

familv, I \ isited these with rice and fruit.

A white man, I toUl them, alwavs has a

good heart, but he alwavs does what he

ciiooses with his (nvn iita.i. Finding that

thev liad plentv of moose meat, I bi)ught

some for Zilla.

When, after the torment I had gone

through, the Indian cut-throats tinallv went

awa\- and left me in peace, I felt im-

menselv happv and relieved. My courage

seemed renewed, and I did not doubt that

as I had proved m\ abilitv to withstand

such a band, so I coidd also model and

construct a boat single-handed, although

1 had never watcheil the building of one,

and was scantilv provided with suitable

materials. 1 went down the river for sev-

eral miles, anil discovered that for about

three miles the water was likelv to be

dangerous; but that one mile farther on

there was an ideal spot tor a camp, with

all kinds of timber in abundance, and one

magnificent grove of straight, slender

\oung spruce, just wiiat I was likelv to

need.

I set about moving at once, loading;

three hundred and tiftv pounds on the sled

at a time, which Zilla could easilv draw
over the four miles of smooth ice which

lav between mv camp and the spruce

grove. Wv the time I had unloaded a

c;irgo and hauled it up the bank, I was
tired enough to get on the sled myself,

and let Zilla carrv me back after another

load.

Thus, in three davs, I mov ed mv entire

outfit, pitched mv tent, and put everv-

thing in order.

Mv new camp was among the big tim-

ber on the river bank, and about twenty

feet above the level of the ice. There
was an abrupt bend in the riv er just above,

and another about half a mile below. A
belt of thick timber stretched behind me;
and across the river, the country rose

steeply from the water's edge. Thus I

was completelv shut in on all sides.

During m\ troubles with the Indians I

had found time to plan my boat. I had

heard tiiat a man alone could cut boards

from trees by placing a log in position,

standing on tlie top of it with a hold on

the upper 'MuI of the saw, and tying a bag

of flour to the lower end. This feat

seemed too diflicult for me, so I hung my i


