
C O O K ' s

Third and Laft

VOYAGE to the Pacific Ocean.

CHAP. XIV.

WE had not long been fettled at the^brerva-

tory, before we difcovered the habitations

of a fociety of priefts, who had excited our curiofity

by their regular attendance at the morai. Their

huts were erefled round a pond, inclofed with a

group of cocoa-nut trees, by which they were fepa-

rated from the beach and the village, and gave the

fituation an air of religious retirement. Captain

Cook being made acquainted with this difcovejry,

he refolved to vifit them ; and, expe6ling the man«
nerof his reception would be (ingular, he took Mr.
Webber with him, to enable him to reprefent tha

ceremony in a drawing. When arrived at the beach,

the commodore was conduced to Harreno-Orono,
or the houfe of Orono. On his approaching this

facred place, he was featetf at the foot of a wooden
idol, relembling that we had feen at the morai; ^

Here Mr. King again fupported one of his arms.

He was then arrayed in red cloth, and Kaireekeea,

affifted by 12 priofts, prefented a pig with the ufual

ceremonies. After this folemnity, the pig was
ftrangted, and thrown into the embers of a fire,'

prepared for that puipofe. When' the hair Was
finged off, a fecgnd offering was made, and the

chanting repeated as before : after which the dead
pig was held fome time under Captain Cook's nofe,
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