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I trust that 1 Imvo not timl you witli this tletaiU-il

iiccount of omental adhesions. As ahcady stated. I liave

entered tlius fully into the subject benuise 1 know of no

similar record; l^O autopsies are not a >;reat nunilier

from which to <,dean information, hut are the reverse.

My set of cases is devoid of examples of nH)st of the

conditions of omental disease to winch attention has hecn

called by previous writers. There \ ere no examples of

penetrating' wounds of the abdoi'.ien i)lu^'tred by the

membrane to which Mcl.eod has moi-e especially drawn

attention,'^ or of intestinal rents o' perforations obtaininii'

primary closure bysimilar means, which dross was one

of the Virst authorities to especially note." Mine are

ordinary consecutive and unselected cases; bntassuch,

the fact that the omentum may gain attachment to

every viscus lying in the abdominal cavity, and does this

very frequently, is brought into strong relief.'* It may

pass upward and become attached to the stomach or

liver, may journey to the right and form adhesions over

the cecum and ascending colon in the neighborhood of

the ai)pendix, or backward to act as a plaster over a

retroi>eritoneal abscess, and, what is still more remark-

able, its edge may wander down into the pelvis and be-

come fastened to the rectum, the ovary, or even to the

stump of the uterus after hysterectomy. The number

of autopsies is not great; but notwithstanding, we tind

this very large proportion of examples of oUl and recent

abdominal inflammation, with the omentum forming

adhesions in consequence.

At first sight it looks almost as though the viscus were
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» I have left the spleen out of this enunieratlmi, l)ccaii»c, while 1 have an oc-

casional note relative to omental adhesions of this organ, 1 recogni/.e that onr

observations are far from complete, in consc(inence of the organ being pulled

forward for bacteriological piir|Kises before its relationship in .utii could be pro|>-

erly examined. Strictly speaking, every splenic adhcsioi.is an omental adhesion,

because the organ is developed within the omentum.


