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oxtrcmo, that tluy unit llir(.ii;,'li cv.'rv coliiiiin of additions
in tlu'lr (|Ufst <.f fmii-l-. Tlicy wtTt- Mililinic martyrs of
arithiiiotic; they woul.l mm.I hack a ^tuU'iiifiit of acrount,
to a supcrintondriit of aiiny ^mns Lccanst; thoy had detected
an error of two faitliiii^'> made (wo years previously. So the
Freiuh adminiMratiun i^ tli,. most incornipiililf service that
ever ueennndatcd wastcpapcr on tlic snrface of the fi\nho;
theft, as Tlis Kxcellciicy ohxTved just now, it all hut im-
possihle in Frajiee, and malversation a fi^rnieiit of the imag-
ination.

"Well, where is the ohjection? France draws an annual
revenue of twelve hiindred tnillioiis. and she spends it; that
is all. Twelve hundred millions come into her eash-hox, and
twelve hundred millions jjo out. She actually handles two
milliards four hundred millions, and only pays two and a
half per cent to <,niarintee herself a^'ainst leakapc. Our
political kitchen aecouiu only amounts to si.xty millions; the
gendarmerie, the law-courts, the prisons, anddeteetives cost
us more and do nothing' in return. And we find emplovment
for a class of men who are fit for nothing else, you may he
very sure. The waste, if waste there i<i, could not be better
regulated; the Chambers are art and part in it; the public
money is squandereil in strictly lejral fashion. The real
leakajje consists in onlerin^j public works that are not needed,
or not immediately needed; in alteriiij,' .soldiers' uniforms,
in ordering men-of-war witliout ascertaining whether timber
is dear or no at the time; in unnecessary preparations for
war; in paying the delits of a state without demanding
repayment or security, and so forth, and so forth."

Baudoyek. "But the employe has nothing to do with
leakage in high quarters. ;Niisnianagement of national
affairs concerns the statesman at the helm."
The Mimsteu (his conversation bring concluded).

"There is truth in what des Lupeaulx was saying just now;
but" (turnintj fn Rattdoi/rr) "you must bear in mind that no
one is looking at the matter from a statesman's point of view.
It does not follow that because such and such a piece of ex-
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