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left a more honourable record in regard to its atti-

tude towards foreigners than has japan. The

Tokugawa period of fear, suspicion and intense

antipathy on the part of the ruling class, is ex-

ceptional in the history of Japan. But the causes

of that antipathy are clear and they have their

justification.

The cause of Japan's long isolation was the

discovery of the white peril. The aggressive

spirit and grasping ambitions of the white man

compelled the rulers of Japan to look not only

with disfavoi i on their politically organized relig-

ion, but altogether to forbid their coming to

Japan, as the best and easiest solution of the prob-

lems connected with the white peril.

That full justice be done to Japan's attitude

towards foreign peoples, let the reader recall the

mental attitude of occidental nations during the

past four hundred years towards the African,

the Chinaman, and the Hindoo. Do not the

white peoples of Europe and of America feel

that Africa, India and Asia are regions for legiti-

mate commercial and political expansion ? Do

we not act on the theory ihat those regions and

peoples are for us to exploit to our own com-

mercial advantage?

It may be that we justify ourselves hy enu-


