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impovtaal jnflnmnw, both on tiie eonduct of

the administration and on the general policy

pursued by the British Government and its

responsible agents. Most of the accounts which

have up to the present time reached the public,

whether of the aoti<ms or the character of Abbas

n., have been inoomplete or diftorted, •ome-

times by nason of political partisanship, which

when due to a genuine albeit often erroneous

view of what constitutes the real interests of the

Egyptian people is, to say the least, comprehen*

sible ; sometimes from sheer venaUty, which is

fiur leu excusaUe ; Init nune cttm owing to the

fiMst that no really truitworthy infonnatioii, on

which to form an independent opinion, hat been

forthcoming. Generally speaking, however, it

may be said that my countrymen, who in the

aggregate are always good-natured and at times

perhaps somewhat imduly credulous,^ have until

> The following remarka made by Sir Edwin Pean (Turkey and
il$ Ftopk, p. 89), whose long reridenoe at Conatantinople enaidM
him to ipMk with authority oo the poUtios of the Near East, are

topical: ** In the wont peiioda <rf Abdul HMBid*t teign, maay
English and other European statesmen who visited Yildiz came
away with t>ie conviction that the Sultan was possessed of a
remarkable zeal for reform and for far-reaching projects for the

weUue of all his subjects, as to whom, whether Christians or

Mbriems, he would never mate ai^ distinction, * far lia loved

them aU equally.'

"

Amongst the many dlstiBgoWMd ludlvMueli who vWted
Cairo during my tenure of office. Lord Rosebery appeared to me
to be easily first in his power of rapidly gauging the real characters


