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THE WOMENS PETITION.

The movement in favor of clean journal-
ism in California is evidently an earnest
one, and it is likely to produce results bene-
ficial to the inhabitants of the State. The
petition of the women of the State to the
newspapers of the city of San Francisco
with its seventeen thousand signatures ap-
pears in the Examiner of the 26th ult. The
signatures take up nearly four closely-
printed pages of the paper. This is the
petition :

TO THE NEWSPAPERS OF SAN FRANCISCO.

We, the women of California, present you
this petition, which we believe represents
the convictions of many times the number
of those whose mames are subscribed. We
recognize that the newspaper is indispen-
sable to our homes, and as the guardians of
family purity we make this appeal.

We approve of our papers in their energy
and enterprise, but we belteva that the time
has come for them to take & higher stand on
the queation of public morals. We deplore
in them ‘‘sensationalism,” not the exposure
of crime. We deplore *‘pergonalities,” not
the public announcement of personal uxr
We believe that it is a minority of yo
readers who demand sensational and  im-
moral details rather than the clean state-
ment of facts and truth. There is too often
a minuteness of detail in the reports of
crime, wicked and lity, which
can gratify only brutish and vulgar curios-
ity, or awaken such curiosity in innocent
and inexperienced minds. = We feel that
spreading broadcast vicious and debasing
mews in our homes and among
and  the consequent

our . children,
knowledge and easy familiarity - with
crime in all its forms, has a tendency to
lower the tone of thought among the best of
our people, and to' strengthen the worst in-
stincts among the morally lower classes.
We therefore earnestly and respectfully
petition the press at this time to make a
concerted effort to elevate the moral tone of
their columns, and to give us newspaper
free from the evils we deplore, feeling

confident that the majority of the public

will encourage such an effort, and promising
you our heartfelt co-operation and support.

There is nothing hysterical or goody-
goody about this petition; it is an earnest
and womanly appeal of women who have at
heart the moral welfare not only of their
own families, but of the community in
which they live. That the appeal is
called for is beyond question. As
Mr. John A. Keefer, President of the New
York Press Club, writes : **The women of
California are entirely justified in their
petition. The American press to-day tends
too much to pruriency in news-gathering.”
Mr. William T. Stead, the eminent
English journalist, not long ago said this
about American journalism: “I do not
think that murders and divorces and the
annals of the Newgate Calendar are in
themselves the creme de la creme of human
intelligence, which, I perceive, seems to be a
fixed principle with some of your journalists

on this gide of the water.” There is too’

much truth in this criticism, and the women
of California will do the inhabitants of not
only their State, but of the whole continént,
a service of incalculable value if they are
iastrumental in purging the newspapers of
much of the filth that they contain:

The ladies are right in concluding that the
majority of newspaper readers do not ap-
“prove of the highly spiced news which edi-
tors imagine they relish. Very many take
a paper in spite of what they consider the
objectionable matter published in it, and not
because of that matter.

We trust that the petitioning ladies and
those who approve ofthe movement they
have set on foot will carry their principles
dinto practice, and resolutely discountenance
papers whic}hnbitnlly and systematically
punder to the tastes of the vicious minority
of-the population. They are engaged in a
good work. They ought to succeed, und if
they pursue the proper course they will suc-
ceed. i .

B

MIXED POLITIOS.

Some of the Ontarié ‘politicians are trying
to raise ‘s religious seare. They affect to
believe that the Protestant religion is in
danger, and that an Association should be
formed with a strong representation in
Parliament to secure to Protestants their
rights. This is what the Montreal Gazette
says about the two by-elections that are
soon to come off in that province :

Two by-elections are pending in Ontario,
in both of which the Mowat nominee is
opposed by a candidate having the endor-
sation of; the Patrons of Industry. Unfor-
tunately in one case— that of Eub Lunbbo:;
—the gentleman’ muuin the support o
the Pﬁ:mu is a gcuuiidnu of an
organization known as Protestant Pro-
tective Association, and the umpdph
hence full of irreligious *religion.” A
Protestant Protective Association is about
as much needed in Ontario a#® a Catholic
Protective Club would be here ; but there is
often political capital to be' made in per-
euading a majority that it is in grave peril
of tyranny at the hands.of the minority.

BIG DEFIOCITS.

According to the report of the Postmaster
General of the United States, the finances of
his Department are not in a very flourishing
condition. ¢ There was a deficit for the
year ending June 30, 1893, of $5,177,171.
Mr. Wanamaker oalculated the deficit
would be about a million and a half. If the
caloulations of the present head of the de-
partment, Mr. Bisell, prove correct, the
deficit for the current year will be greater
still. It will be $7,830,000. Mr. Wana-
maker estimated that this year there would
be a small surplas.  The rate of postage in
the States has been decreased and
the postal accommodation considerably
inoreased. Free delivery in the towns and
new post offices in the country cost money.
While additions have been made to the ex-
penditure of “the Post Office, its revenue,
owing to ﬁhﬁ_ﬁird times, has not increased
at the rate estimated by the late Postmaster-
General. - This acoduats for the unex-
pectedly large deficits.. This is disappoint-
ing, still we do not see any complaints. The

people of the United States appreciate the
benefits of an efficient Post Office, and when
it is not self-sustaining they cheerfully
make good the deficiency. Professor Grant
ought to go South and lecture the Amer-
icans on their improvidence and their bad
management.

HARD LINES.

The Bank of England is admitted to be
the soundest financial institution in the
world. Its stability and firmness have be-
come proverbial. It is remarkable, too,
for its prudence and its caution. When it
was known, a few weeks ago, that its
cashier, Mr. May, had been guilty of what
the directors regarded as irregularities, peo-
ple were amazed. They hardly thought
such a thing possible. They were not
alarmed, for they knew that it would not
be eagy to shake the Bank' of England, but
it is not too much to eay that their confi-
dence in the institution received a shock.

It is not believed that Mr. May did any-
thing dishonest, in the ordinary sense
of the term. He merely made an impru-
dent aud an unauthorized ' use of
the funds over which he had a
certain degree of control. But in the Bank
of England imprudence is regarded as
scarcely less heinous than crime. The loss
which the Bank suffered was not great, but
the conduct that caused the loss, even if it
were much less, could not be countenanced
for a moment. The Bank dealt with their
old and trusted servant summarily, and
perbaps, as some may consider, harshly. Its
authorities required him to resign immedi-
ately, and he was dismissed without the
privilege of a pension, which, it appears, he
greatly needed. Mr. May had lost nearly
all his private means in trying to uphold
the firm of which his son was a member.
His imprudence and his want of fidelity to
the traditions of the Bank cost the old
cashier, whose signature has appeared on
every note issued by the Bank for many
years, very dear. He has been thrown
upon the world in his old age penniless,
He  may have deserved his fate, but even
the sternest must admit that it is hard.

A NEW S8TYLE.

There is & nhort:ticla in the Popular
Science Monthly for November on vertical
bandwriting, by Joseph B. Whitherbee. Mr.
Whitherbee contends that straight up and

down writing is' more legible, more ‘easily
learned, and better from a hygienic point of
view, than the ordinary sloping writing.
He reminds the reader that beginners al-
ways write vertically and that the slope
which the ordinary style requires is learned
slowly and painfally. When writing verti-
cally the writer sits square before the desk
snd in an upright position. This position
is better both for the eyes and the chest
than the one insisted upon by ordinary
writing masters.

There are specimens of vertical writing
in the article which are fac-similes of writ-
ing done by pupils twelve and thirteen
years of age. They are clear amd legible,
and in every way superfor to the specimens
in the ordinary style written by the same
pupils. The different styles of penmanship
are placed so that they can be easily com.
pared and the superiority of the vertical
style is very conspicuous.

The complaint everywhere now is that
children are not taught to write well, that
it is very seldom that a pupil when he
leaves school can write a clear, bold hand
such as business requires.

The reason of this, we think, is that in
tbea‘e days there is 80 much scribbling done
in the schools. The pupil is required to
write so much and so hurriedly that he has
not time to pay much attention to his hand-
writing. His great object is to get his work
done in time, and if the exercise is correct
in other respects very little attention is
paid to the penmanship. If the writing
were vertical there would, it is argued,
be much less illegible writing than there is;
and the specimens before us show that
there are good grounds for this contention,

The vertical system is now being taught
in England, Germany and Austria, and it is
beginning to make its way in the United
States. If all those who learn it write as
legibly as the children who furnished the
specimens for Mr. Whitherbee’s article, the
sooner the system is introduced into the
schools of the Dominion the better, .In
answer to the objection and prediction that
‘¢ vertical writing is a fad, and that it will
run its race and die like all fads” the writer
says : ““ There is this important fact to be
noticed, that the objectors have never tried
it themselves, and because it is' new, there-
fore it must be fleeting. Gramt them that
vertical writing is not more 1legible, more
easily taught and more rapidly written than
sloping writing—all false as false can be—
the simple fact that it puts the pupil in a
perfect position in regard to the spine and
the eyes is bound to win its way to popular
favor, Vertical writing has come to
.t.y- ”

Montreal Witness: The Mayor has re-
ceived offers from the estate Abbott of the
residence of the late Premier on Sherbrooke
street, provided the city decides to purchase
& vice-regal mansion.” He says that he
understands that Lord Mount-Stephep is
willing to dispose of his fine house.

el el o OO el

8t. John Sun: Philip Newton, while
walking along the shore of Grand Harbor
after the storm of ‘October 29 picked up an
interesting relic of the primeval age that
had been washed out of the bank by the
tide. It was a flint arrow head, perfect in
shape and design, and manufactared from a
peculiarly marked stone. The basic com-
position {nof alight grey color, approaching
white in some parts, and the whole is beau-
tifully variegated with brown and red spota
unmblinlsnjuper. This interesting relic
from the clam-shell heaps of Grand Harbor
adds another link to the chain of unwritten

history of the red man of America. It will

be placed in the natural history cabinet in
St, John. 5
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NEWS OF THE PROVINCE.

The New American Tariff and Its
Effect on British Columbia’s
Coal Output.

Trouble Ameng the Mainland Barbers
—Fire on the Steamer
* Blonde.”

[Bpecial te the CoLoNIST.)

_ VANCOUVER.

VANCOUVER, Nov. 30.—The dry kiln at
Tait’s shingle mill was destroyed by fire at
noon to-day. There was no water in the
hydrants and the brigade was not supplied

with proper suction te draw water from
False Creek. With the heavy rain and the
exertions of the bucket brigade the fire was
confined to the kiln. Loss, $1,000.

The C.P.R. telegraph line from Revel-
stoke to Nelson, through Lardeau, Nakusp,
New Denver and Kaslo, 191 miles, was com-
pleted to-day.

Steamer Leonors, having been thoroughly
overhauled, went into commission to-day.

The schooner Talbot is loading lumber for
South Africa.

ong the flgral tributes at J. McLeod’s
fan was one from the Vancouver La-
¢ Club.

A company is being formed to explore the
Boston Bar, 27 miles west of Kanaka Bar.
Patent hinery and a suction pump will
be used. Those who have mined in the
locality speak hopefully of big results from
. the experiment.

Mayor Cope presided at a meeting of
citizens last night for the purpose of con-
sidering the question of shipping the
British Columbia World’s Fair exhibit
intact to the Midwinter Fair. The
feeling here and in Westminster is
strongly in favor of the transfer being made.
Both lumber mills, the C.P.R., canners and
many others, promise to add to their al-
ready large World’s Fair exhibit if the
Government will lend their aid in this mat-
ter.

There was another immense house to hear
Dickson in Incog last night.

incog ‘“‘for an indefinite period.” They
will sink their identity in the guise of &
mock provincial parliament. As some of
the best speakers of Vancouver are con-
nected with the club, interesting times are
expected. Last night the members were
elected for their different constituencies.
Wm. McCraney, ex-member for Halton, was
elected member for Cassiar,and subsequently
appointed er, while. Mr. Dougan was
elected clerk of the House. The senior mem-
ber for Victoria (Assistant City Engineer
Stuart) was called upon to form a ministry.
The Speech from the Throne will be dis-
cussed at the next meeting,

Ald. Anderson, Collins and ex-ald. Robt.
Olark are 'mentioned in connection with
the Mayoralty, and the cards of Ald. Col-
lins and Anderson are in the public press.
Both these gentlemen are canvassing hard.
Ald. Collins running for Mayor will make
six aldermen to elect instead of five this
year. Ald. Fowler and. Cargill will retire
from public life. Two license commission-
ers will also be elected, Messrs Wilson,
Jordan and Templeton retire from the
school board and Mr. Brown will resign, so
there will be four vacancies to fill. i :

was a heavy dooket in the Supreme
Court before Justice Cr yesterday, bat
none of the cases were of inferest.

Mr. Conningham recently opened a
butcher shop within 900 yards of the mar.
ket, in contravention of the market by-law.
He was requested to move but refused. The
city took action against Mr. Cunningham,
and the case was heard at length. Magis-
trate G. A. Jordan reserved decision until
this morning, when he im & fine of
$10. Mr, Cunningham thinks he is being
very harshly dealt with, and claims the city
is encouraging monopolies. It is mainly
through his appeal to the council in session
thutnt%e market by-law is being amended
and the distance limit for butcher shops
reduced to 600 yards from the market.

The First Congregational church will hold
its fourth anniversary on Sunday, Decem-
ber 3, when special sermons will be preached
by Rev. P. McF. Macleod, of Vietoria, who
will also lecture on Scottish Humor,

A, Philo & Co, are starting a new cigar
factory.

The Orangetinen are to hold a grand ball
on the 8th of next month.

A truck ran over Neil Stewart, break
his leg. He is doing well at the hospital.

Messrs. Cope & Young have embarked in
the produce business. They are located in
the Commercial block.

Mr. Henry Routier was married to Miss
Stanley at St. James’ church yesterday.
Rev. H. G. F. Clinton officiating,

There is trouble among the barbers. They
have tried several times to unite on two
things—the price of shaving and hair
cutting, and closing on Sunday. Each time
a cast iron resolution is made in cession,
snd some one breaks his solemn promise
in less than & week. An indignant citizen
puts the following query: Does barbering
destroy all principle ? )

VANCOUVER, Dec. 1.—The total customs
collections for November were $27,379.65.
Importe, free, $53,864; importg, dutiable,
$84,085. The exports were $67,567. The
total inland revenue receipts reached $99,-
043.55, an'increase of §1,731 over last year.

The City Council held another private
meeting this morning, reporters being re-
quested to retire.

WESTMINSTER.

NEw WesTMiNsTER, Nov. 30.—Influenza
is getting a strong grip on people here.
Casges are very numerous and doctors can
hardly fil] all onglﬁemenu.

Heavy snow fell last night and made
sleighing good this morning, but rain hag
now spoiled the slipping.

The steamer Blonde took fire last night at
Penitentiary
were nearly destroyed before the fire brig.
ade got the flames under control. The ma-
chinery was not damaged. No insurance.

Gilley Bros. have just finished getting out
100 ship spars tor a Japanese firm and are
now engaged in cutting 10,000 feet of stout
fir lrolu for a Mexican mine. The timbers
will be shipped by a vessel now loading at
Vanocouver. 7 :

New WesTMINSTER, Dec. 1.—In a snow-
ball fight yesterday, between boys at tha
High and Central schools, Mathew Kaight,
a pupil of the former, had his eye badly’ in.
jured by a ball in the centre of which was a
stone. Who threw it cannot be discovered.

G. E. Corbould, M.P., is laid up with la

grippe.

MoGillivray’s pipe works. resumed work
this morning on a heavy order for the
Horsefly Hydraulic Mining Co.
the month of November 17 b
6 m and 23 deaths were registered
at the Government agent’s office in this city.

The Customs returns for the port of New
Westminster for November were : Imports ;

dutiable goods, $34,433; free, $71,136.

The Burrard Inlet Literary Club will be C

wharf, and her upper works | L.

irths, [ Washington, held

Total, $110,660. Duty collected, $11,336.25.
The other revenues were $205.28. Total
collections, _311,541.53 Exports, $111,804.

NANALIMO.

Na~ammo, Nov. 30.—Chief O’Connell re-
tires from the City Police force to-day
mauch to the regret of the whole community.
For over eight years he has served the city
faithfully, performing his duties with a
thoroughness and fearlessness that have

gained him the esteem and respect of every
citizen. Of late years, since the population
of Nanaimo increased, owing to the exten-
sion of the mining operations, the Chief’s
position was no sinecure; until quite re-
cently there were -but two officers, and yet
there has been a remarkable ab of

Roal

ABSOLUTELY PURE

Bighest of all in Leavening Power.—U. S. Gov't Report.

Baking
Powder

crime and disorder of any kind within the
city limits. * Tom’s” genial disposition
and never failing tact helped him to do all
that was required of him in times of trouble,
as during the smallpox scare of last year, in
such a manner as to cause the least ible
friction, yet with an efficiency that will be
bard to equal. Tom O’Connell has leased
the Commercial hotel, of which he takes
possession to-merrow. For the present,
Sergeant Gibbs will act as chief. It is ex.
pected that there will be some difficulty in
filling the vacancy caused by O’Connell’s
resignation.

Whilst the removal of the duty on coal is
r:ﬁ‘uded ‘with general approbation here, it

not, in the opinion of Mr. S, M.
Robins, result in any great improvement in
the coal market, as far as Nanaimo is con-
odrned. Mr. Robins has said that until the
new tariff goes into force, providing it
passes Congress in March next, there will
be very little sale for coal and he anticipates
very dull times in this line for the next few
weeks. Reciprocity in coal was what was
required; the removal of the duty will in
the long run prove but a slight benefit to
Nanaimo. 8till, it is expected that at first
there will be an increased demand for the
B. C. article, and the merchants generally
are looking forward to brighter times in the
spring.

Nanarmo, Dec. 1.—Premier Davie has
notified his intention of being present at the
Poultry show on the 20th inst.

L. Casey and 8. Creez‘h, of Comox, have
gone North in search of Hugh L. Lynn.
asey knows the northern districts, and it
is thought likely his search will prove suc-
cessful.

The duty collected last month at this
go;t amounted to $4,518; value of imports

DUNCAN,

DuncaN, Nov. 30.—The election of officers
of Maple Leaf lodge No. 15, K. of P., has
resulted in the choice of the following : C.
C., A. M. Watson, M.D.; V.C., W. P.
Jaynes; Prelate, A. Robinson; Master-at-
Arms, A, C. Aitken; K. of R. and S, A. J.
Bell; M. of F., H. Fry, C.E; M. of E,, I
N. Evans; and M, of W., T. Tansey.

KASLO

Kasro, Nov. 30—Direct telegraphic com-
munication with the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Co.’s system was opened to-day by the
completion of the line from Revelstoke to
Nelson and opening of offices at all import-
ant poiute in the Kootena country.

The wagon road from to the interior
has been converted into a: sleigh road, and
a large number of teams are now busy
transporting supplies to the mines and re-
turning with ore. The snow. is about two
feet deep on the level.

The town is assuming a busy appearance,
and many new arrivals are booked at the
hotels.

The different mines continue to show up
remarkably well, and operations so far from

ing hampered by the approach of winter
are being pushed forward with great zeal
and energy.

NELSON.
(From the Tribune.)
The surveying parties sent out by the
Kaslo and 8locan Railway Company are all

the camp outfits. Six different gangs are
at work clearing the right of way between
Kaslo and Three Forks.

The Silver King has probably more ore
ready for shipment than any,ether mine in
Kootenay ; that is, more ore in ore sheds,
It is being brought down to the wharf at
Nelson at the rate of ten tons a day. The
management has not decided how many tons

ing | will be shipped this winter, but if a

rate can bo got over the Nelson & Fort
Sheppard ‘the shipments may ute
more than those of any other mine in the
district. -

From those who came down the Columbia
the fore part of this week, it is learned that
an effort is being made to keep the Revel-
stoke route open a while longer. Naviga-
tion is practically closed between Revel-
stoke and ‘‘the green slide,” the steam
barge Illecillewaet even having dificalty in
getting down. If the railway can be com-
pleted down to ¢ the green slide,” a sleigh
road will be built from that point to open
water on Upper Arrow lake.

The Nelson was unable to get through to
Bonner’s Ferry on Monday, owing to the
slush snow in the river, and had to di rge
passengers and freight at the old landing-
place of the steamer Galena. The snow fﬁl
to a depth of seventeen inches at Bonner’s
Fen&o:‘nd to a depth of twenty-five inches
at port, only a few miles further up
the river,

(From the Miner.)

A carload of supplies oohignod to Con-
tractor Larson arrived over the Nelson and
Fort Sheppard railroad this morning. The
first locomotive, with the track-laying ma.-
chine and rail and tie cars, came around the
gide hill into view of Nelson early Sunday
morning, >

Some months ago it was announced that a
Chicago company had been formed for the
purpose of working some placer ground near
Eilk City by means of a floating dredge, E.

Galvin, superintendent of -the company,
lately reported progress. The dredge has
been a complete success, bandling the gravel
in good shape and showing excellent returne,
It was rather late in the fall when the ma-
chine began work, and some six acres of
ground were bandled. The gravel ran from
five to seven feet deep, and gave an average
return of about $4,000 per acre. The com-
pany is ox':ly stocked for $50,000, so that
the experimental working will make an ex-
cellent showing on the books as a dividend
on three months’ work all told,

Charles E. Sealey this week received a
draft on Jobn A. Finch, in payment of ten
g{: cent, of the bond given by the former to
ch, covering the one-eighth interest in
the Reid & Thompson group of mines. The
bond on the group is for $20,000,
A niining transfer is said to have taken
place in town, by which a claim located
ner and said to be an extemsion of the
d Mike M h i Migeﬁedhndrégm
an e Monaghan, was bonded to a
kane man for $11,000. : i
Charles E. Smitheringale left Nelson this

Ledge. R.

week for Nakusp to take charge of the

in, except a few men left out to look after.

gaper up to this stage, proposes to go into
usiness in New Denver.

Information has been received recently
from the Eastern part of the Dominion to
the effect that the C.P.R. will build down
to Kaslo in the early spring from Three
Forks, independent of the Kaslo-Slocan
railroad. This information is said to eman-
ate from one of the C.P.R. in Toronto, who
is said to be emphatic in his statement to
this effect.

KASLO-SLOCAN,
(From the Kaslo-Slecan Examiner.)
Tlae lgoble Fivl:::;i over 100 tons of ore
on the dump, to a8 soon as the
roads will l)‘l'mita the \?}:gf sledges. So far
the Noble Five has made the largest single
shipments of ore from Kaslo. On Septem-
ber 25 105 tons of Noble Five ore was sent
to San Francisco.
(From the Slocan Prospector-)

N. F. McNaught, the purchaser of the
Alpha group, was in town this week. He
expressed himself as more than pleased with
his claims, as the work done quite recently
makes a wonderfully fine showing, He is
anxious to know at what date the raiiroad
will be at the head of Slocan lake, and asan
indacement to have it finished by December
1 he will guarantee 1,000 tons of ore by May
1, 1894, for transportation.

EXPLORER MACKENZIE.

His Overland Trip to the Pacific Coast
" One Hundred Years

Ago.

Interesting Account of What He Saw
on His Way Through British
Columbia.

e i

In October, 1792, Alexander Mackenzie
left Fort Chippewayan on an expedition for
the purpose of communicating with the Pa-
cific, 80 a8 to commence his discoveries as
early in the spring as possible. Determined
to proceed to the most distant settlement of

the traders at the west in the autumn, he
descended the Peace, or, as it is called by
the Indians, the Unipah River, for upwards
of 200 miles, building & log house, in Lat. 56
deg. 9 min. and Long, 117 deg. 35 min., W,
where he spent the winter.
Leaying this place on May 9, 1793, he con-
tinued his course up the river, which
he found flowing through a delightful
and verdant coyntry; but as the party ap-
roached the mountains, the banks became
Elgher, the current. more.rapid and the
forest denser. After not = few difficnlties
and dangers which were overcome more by
his own courage and self-possession, than
the constancy of his Canadians, Mackenzie
reached the source of the Peace river in the
beginning of the month of June. This he
found in a small lake situated in a deep
snowy valley embosomed in woody moun-
tains, The lake is about two miles in
length, and from 300 to 500 yards wide. He
found in it trout and carp. Its banks were
clothed with spruee, white birch, willows
and alder. Itis in Lat. 54° 24’ Long. 121°
W. by his computation. .
These are the principal waters of the Mac-
kenzie river which after its junction
with the Elk river below the Lake of the
Hills, having already run a distance of up-
wards of 500 miles, reaches, under the name
of Slave river and Mackenzie river; the Arc-
tic ocean. Aftera further course of 1,000
miles from this lake he found a beaten path
leading over a low ridge of land, 817 paces
in length, to another lake rather smaller
than the last. - ¥t is situated in a valley
about a quarter of a mile wide, with precip-
itous rocks on either side down which cas-
cados fall, feeding both lakes with the
melting snows' of the mountains. Passing
over this lake he entered a small river,
which, however, soon gathered strength
from its tributary mountain streams and
rushed with great impetuosity over a bed of
flat stones. are the head waters of
the Tatonche Tesse, or Fraser river.
In following its course Mackenzie met
with many difficulties and dangers from the

falls and rapids. He found : the Indians
here differing little from the Rocky Moun-

journey, but much from the Chippewayans,
Knistenavx and other Indians with whom
he had been in communication in Canada.
They dwelt in semi-subterranean houses,
and are now called the Carriers.
The country he describes as very beauti-
ful after reaching the more open part of the
river. It rose rather abruptly .about
twenty-five ieet,hwhen the precipice was
succeeded by an inclined plain to the foot
of another steep, which was followed by
tent of gently rising ground.
These" objects, which were shaded with
groves of -fir, presented themselves ‘alter.
nately to a considerable distance, :
Having recéived from the natives a de-
scription of the river he continued his jour-
ney to lat. 523 °, when, altering his ori-
ginal intentions, he retnrned up its course
to lat. 534 ©, and prepared to go towards
the Pacific by lsm{ unilding a log house
to contain  his canoe and such articles as
conld not be carried, Mackenzie and his
companions srarted om their land journey,
each carrying » load of pemmican, and hav-
ing besides their arms, ammunition, instru-
ments for ascronomical observations and
articles for presents, According to the re-
port of the Indians it did not require more
than six days to reach a country where they
bartered their furs for iron, and from thence
to the sea it was said to require only two
days more. Among them he found two
half-pence, one the coin of Great Britain,
the other of the Stave of Massachusetts,
coined in 1787, six years before,
oceeding westward he found women
clothed in matted bark, edged with the skin
of the sea otter. In July he found the
mountains covered with compact snow, and
geb the weather was warm and the valley
eautifal. Descending from these—prob-
ably the main chain o% the Rocky moun-
among the precipitous sides of which
two rivers have their rise and unite at the
hbno—he found the country covell-:dbwigh
t: pines, spruce, hemlock, birch,
lnrg.tbo in mll:‘nnlu, and lower down
the river he o the loftiest elder and
cedar trees he had ever seen.
the course of the river through

. Lowery, who conducted the

& deep ravine he reached an Indian village,

extreme rapidity of the current, with its Fin:

tain Indians whom he had seen on his first d

—

where the river abounded in salmon. He
commenced a voyage down it towards the
Pacific, having obtained a large canoe frop
the natives. This he found adorned with
the teeth of the sea otter, apq
as the chief to whom it belonged
affirmed that he had some years
before seen on the coast large caroes ful] of
white men, Mackenzie conceived that the
similarity which these teeth bore to thoge of
man would account for Cook’s report that
the natives of the coast decorated thejr
canoes with human t,eenh—especially a8
these Indians corresponded in dregs and
manner with those described by him,

On the 19th July he arrived where the
river discharges itself into a narrow arm of
the sea. On the 2lst, continuing his voy.
age along the coast, and across the Sound,
to that point which Vaneouver, as lately ag
the 4th of June precading, had named Point
Menzies, he met an Indian who told him
that a large canoe had come into the Bay
filled with white people, that one of them
called Macubah had fired on him and
his friends. This was, perhaps, one
of Vancouver’s vessels, but the facts
cannot be further ascertained. Op
the southeast face of the rocks border-
ing on what he subsequently ascertained to
be the Cascade canal of Vancouver, Mac-
kenzie inscribed in large characters, with
vermillion mixed in melted grease, this
brief memorial :

‘*Alexander Mackenzie, from Canada by
land, the 22nd of July, 1794.”

He computed the latitude at 52 deg. 21
min. N. On the 23rd he reached the mouth
of the river, whence he had set out, and
from thence returned by the Tatouche and
Peace river to Canada.

THE HOSPITAL GROUNDS,

The Matter of Their Enlargement to Be
Decided Upon Next Monday.

A proposition to purchase a large tract
of land adjoining the isolation hospital occu-
pied the avtention of the board of aldermen
for more than an hour and a half yesterday
afternoon, but owing to an indisposition on
the part of members who would not o
the purchase to deal at once with the
matter, the long and heated discussion re-
sulted in nothing. All, the members were
present at the meeting with the exception of
Ald. Harris. This special business came
on & report from the Finance committee
recommending an appropriation to give effect
to another report presented and signed by
Mayor Beaven, which read as follows :

** The undersigned reporte that in accord-
ance with a resolution of the Board of
Health he caused to be offered to John
Bernard Sere the sum of $10,000 tor sub-
divisions Nos. 43, 44, 49 and 60, of section
25, Victoria 'distriot, with the improve-
ments thereon ; and that Mr. Sere has. de-
cided to accept the ‘same. He wishes the
Corporation to grant him & lease of sub-
divisions 43 and 44 for twelve months free
of charge.”

This property adjoins the grounds upon
which the isolation ital is situated, and
consists of more than eleven acres, being in
extent almost twice that of the two divisions
there now owned by the city. It is only a
few weeks since the BouXof Health dis-
cussed the. matter and gave the Mayor the
authority mentioned in his report. The
land was a few months ago reported to be
held at $1,250 an acre, so that the price now
agreed to is considered a very reasonable
one. Apart from the desirability in the in-
terest of the publio safety to have in connec-
tion with the isolation hospital more ground

than now smta.od, there will soon be an
absolute for the proposed addition or
some other property as a site for the suspect
station, now situated at Ross B:
cemetery groun

required for cemetery purposes. The ulti-
mate erection of a suspect station there was
in the minds of the Board of Health when
tll:ey_ authorized negotiations for the pur-
chase.

‘The composition of the Board of
Health is identical with that of the City
Council, the main difference between the
two being that the Health Board
meets in private. It might have been ex-
pected, therefore, that what was authorized
under one name would be adoptéd under the
other, but the reeult proved otherwise. The
ance committee presented a report recom-
mending the appropriation of $10,000 for the
‘purpose mnbgnad, bat after the lengthy
i on, and on the plea of the necessity
for further information, this report was laid
over untjl the meeting on Monday evening
next,

PLANETS IN DECEMBER.

Orrin E, Harmon’s Prognostications in the
Beattle * Post-Intelligencer ”—A Galaxy
: of Winter Stars.

Venus has begun Ber northward journey,
and during December will change her de-
clinatiol about 10 degrees. On the 8th she
makes her greatest eastern elongation from
the sun.  Venus 'is always an inter-
esting object to contemplate, and is es-
pecially s0 at the time of her greatest
elongation,. On the 8th she will be little
more than 67,000,000 miles from the sun
and nearly 62,500,000 miles from the earth.
At that time lines joining the sun, Venus
and the earth form a triangle quite nearly
right angled at Venus ; so thas the eartn,
as seen from ‘our besutiful evening com-
panion, appears to be in western quadra-
tuee. The planet sets at 7:20 p.m. on the
1st, 7:51 p.m. on the 15th, and 8:04 p.m. on
the 31st.

Mars is moving south, and by January 1
will be twenty degrees south of the celestial
equator. There is a remarkable uniformity
in his times of rising during December.
These times are 4:47 a.m. on the 1st, 4:44
a.m. on the 15th, and 4:39 a.m. on the 31st.
Jupiter is 80 high in the heavens in the
early morning that he can no longer be re-
garded as a rising/ star. He will soon be
near the meridian in the early evening, his
times of meridian passing being 10.45 p.m.
on the lst, 9.44 p.m. on the 15th, and 8 36
P-m. on the 3lst. During December he will
pass the meridian*about 30 degrees south of
the zenith in our latitude.

Saturn shines in the morning sky about
four degrees north of the brilliant Spica.
His times of rising are 3.06 a.m. on the lst,
gll'l a.m.'on the 15th, and 1.20 a.m. on the

8t.

The splendid galaxy of winter stars is
beginning to show in the East. On the 15th
Sirius rises at 8.15 p.m.and Procyon at

7.30 p.m.

From THE DAILY
THE

It is estimated th
holders have qualifie
during the month jus

CapTAIN LUkKr M
and Miss E Buchan
were  joined in mar
12¢th inst. o

PrivaTE bills will
pext session of the
vival of the Mt. T
Railway Act of 189
-zation of the Vancoy
& Lighting Company

A VERY enjoyable
.eert wag given at Hsq
-evening in aid of th|
Sunday school. The
H.M.S. Pheasant con
ably to the programm

THE following app
ally gazetted yeste
"Viotoria; R. D. Irvin|
H. Ballock-Webster, (

ublic; Robert Lamb
_justice of the peace fol

THE Canadian Pa
graph line is now ope
following points in th
Lardeau, Kaslo, Na
Denver, Rohson and §
are .90 and 6 for day
for tem words, excl

signature.

ANOTHER party lef!
ing for the South A
It was made up of
Miller, Frank Wells
James Reid. They
cific for the East, an
Southampton, when
for South Africa.

VICTORIA LODGE, N
the following officers 1
ing term : Chancellor
Cole; Vice-Chancellor
late, A. S. Potts; M
O'Grady-Beaven; Mas
‘Gilbert; Master of Exd
Master of Finance, A.
of Records and Seal, F.
—G. 8. Russell, H. A.
erts. The installatioq
first meeting in Januag

SUBSEQUENT cablegr
in the city by local
nesdayi regarding Lam
to hand yesterday. @
«ceived by Hall, Goepe
that the northwest ce
per cent. less than I
to R. P. Rithet & Co.,
‘Culverwell Brooks & Ca
of their lot of inkinl at
last year’s prices.
ukinly wo:thpabonc $11

WOoRD was received
iog that Mrs. J. Kuna,
is lying at death’s dool
the eldest daughter of

of the Albion
many friends in Victo;
nouncement will be al
Kuna was a member
& Kuna until the am
concern with the Albig
which he went to Tacg
moved to Chicago sev

A - \-

+  Ix the Gazette of yes
well & Irving, for
motice that application
Legislature at the appn
private bill to incorpd
the purpose of constru
‘maintaining a railway o
thenfe running up the
creek to Bear lake; an
of Carpenter creek;
branch lines to any m
‘to the line of railway,
‘to build wharves and d
‘maintain telegraph and

all necessary works in ¢

A NOTICE appears in
day that application
legislature at its next
incorporate a comp
equip, maintain and o
way from some poin
Point, on the Fraser
ver and Burnaby by
route to the city of Ni
power to construct a b
point on the main line
tion to the city of Vin|
powers, rights and pr
«dental and necessary
Belyea & Gregory are
moters of the new line.

THE Commissioner of
and his deputy were
yesterday afternoon in
received for the cons
liament buildings. Th
as might be expected
tenders were invited fd
trades required, and a g
have made bids for on
There are, however,
-entire contracts, seve;
from persons resident
or in Eastern Canaday,
-cial contractors of any
resented. The tende
-opened last evening, an
them will be proceede
will probably take se
the awards of the wor

THomas McNurr, a

a8 succeeded in estab
next of kin to the de
‘sum of $4,000 which
Provincial treasury for
dn August, 1893, a Na
Samuel McNutt was
care of by the Proving
developing signs of
superintendent induc
$4,000 which he had wi
safe, but allowed the n
his friends could be
MoNutt started to
North Pacific and was
1t wag only lately th
(o;red, and F. -+ G

» having been

trator, Lu nowgdis 0
above mentioned.

THE second of the D
tific Society’s seri
Was given in the Temp
‘and was well
Soaife, the society’s
Ve & most interesting|
umor,” which was th
© g’s programme.
of fun and kept the and
}:rnghhu- throughout
ge programmes, wh
bdnhur by Mr. T. B.
characteristic style,
hall to take the place ¢
mmes. These ay
ture; a piane solo
song &y Mr. Charles
r. Foulkes; d
Ym" by Mr. and M|
- Bushby; song, Mrs,




