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British Bread Supply.

Our contemporary, tho Zngineer, has pub.
lished an article (reprodaced in this jasue) on
tho councction betwoen our naval strength aovd
the scourity of our food snplrly. This is o text
on which wo have p-cached, L2 deaf oars it
must bo confessod, at all timos during tho past
cight years, whenco it is tho moro gratifying to
find that our conclusions ave accopted by this
authority. That choap bread is our backbono as »
groat manufacturing netion is the ficst articlo
of the British commorcial crced s nodor the
sresont conditions we are (pace Mr. Howard
"incent) in full command of that commodity,
whercfore the nation scems to have mado up ite
mind that this bliwsful state of affairs must in
tho naturo of things last as long as tho British
Isles. As is well said by the Engincer, wo
are ‘‘quito conteat to lot the morrow take
thought for itself.”  Nor can any oxception bo
offered to tho further propositions, “‘that this
crass satisfaction b-as its origin , . . inpure
“jguorance, and this ignovance {s very largoly
‘‘duo to tho circumstance that neither thoso
¢ who speak in publie, nor thoie who write for
‘“and control tho press of this country, pay ono-
“*tenth of tho attention to the subject that it
“‘yroally deservos.” For our part wo shonld
oay that, considering tho admirable organiza-
tion of the great danily papeva of London, aud
their boundless facilities for obtaining correot
information on topics of publio interest. and
for placiug that information beforo their readers
in o form oasy of assimilation, their attitude
of supine indifferenco on Great Britain’s fuod
suppply is little short of a orime. For what is
theissue involvod?* Nolhing loss than tho ox-
istence of tho greatest, and in many respects
the most beneticicut ompire, that the world has
ever known. If this appeara largs proposition
it will not require long periods to prove it to
the hilt. Tho British Isles depsnd mainly ov
cheap bread, and undor oxisting conditions,
that bread can only he forthcoming so long
ag peace reigns on tho ecean. Let us
fall out with a great wuaval power,
such a3 France, or even R.ssia, aud whero will
then be the cheap freights on which our cheap
loaf depends? Mr. Soth Taylor, in discussiog
Captaio  Watren’s memorably lecturo at the
London Chamber of Commerce some four years
agn, frecly admiited that the very first conse-
quense of our engaging 1a hostilities with say
pswer passessivg anythiog like a uavy would
e to treble the p 1co of bread. And if that
happened io the green tree, what would take
place in the dry *  Tne fionting fortresses that
are our pride are, in one sense, dolicate atruc-
tures, of which the numbers might bo sadly
diminished by the contingencies of six months
naval watfare. s our fiore tough enongh to
bear, after half a century of comparative lux
ury, the hardships, and perhaps ten times the
hacdships that sorely tried our robust grand-
fathers ¢ They atleast grow their own bread,
if at times they had to pay a famine price for
iv; they raised their awn bheasts; they knew
nothiog of the thousaad 1.t le comforts brought
over the sea, which coun:taut epjoymeat has
made us regard as necessaries, The latest poli-
ticsl doctriuvo scems to be that a well ordered
state should supply its working population with
fair wages, decent homes, and an eight hours
day, but what would be the temper of our
great cities should beleagared DBritain be sud.
denly bereft of these good thiogs? If these
contingencies appear like tho nightmare, let us
take back our recollection to the month of
June 1870. Aoy man who had ventured to
number the days of what was believed tabe the
greatest military ompire of the world, would
have been derided as a visionary, Two months
clapsed, and at Sedan that empiro lay in the
dust. Surely history has no meaning if it does
not teach that the greatest earthly powers may
be broken by the fortuno of war, and that the
greater tho power the greater and the mora ir-
retriovablo the ruin.

The practical queastion is what is to be done
while wo have yot fine weather.  Our contem-
porary endorses our proposal for aational gran-

aries, though it does not mako uso of that
term, nor, in our oplnion, does it go fur
onough in this direction. 1t obsorves that:
“ Choro doas not appear to bLp any insur-
mountable obstacle to tho atoring in this
conntry of as much grain and fiour as weuld
glve us tino to look around us, in case war
roko out—say, asufficlont for a couple of
monthy' demnod. Those stocks would, of
courso, bo in nddition to those normally in the
country, and would represent so much eapital
lyingidle, Tho wholo operation might be car-
ried out in n woay that would scarcoly disturb
tho macket> in any way.”  The stook suggest.
ed appears to us insuflicient, Situated ns weo
aro, at least aix montha’ provision of breadstuff
would be indispensable, whilo o olear year's
stock would bo still better, That would p'ace
tho natlon in socurity against almost auy con-
tingenoy, for then, if nccessary, overy
acre of coro-boaring land in  (ireat
Britain might bo ploughed and sown. Oan
the othor hand wo aroc not prapared to say
that such oparatious, oven on the minor sealo
contemplated by the Engincer, conld he carried
out without any disturbance to tho market;
bat what amoaunt of commersial inconvenience
should bo allowed to weigh ogainst our oxist.
enco a8 o great nation ; for that, and nothiog
olse is at etako* For the rest, no time counid
be more favorable to such an opoiation than
tho prosont, when the world's g-.inarics are
positively groaning with stocks,
The second remody proposed by our contem.
porary is a 1 rgo reinforcoment of our naval
ower, aund, that sgun appears highly oxpa.
fenv. Tho proposition that what Captain
Semmes did in the American Civil War with
one ship could Lo ropeated in a Kuropean con-
flict with a huudred vessels is hard to contra.
vert, It may freely bo granted that prowl.
ing cruisers like the Alabame could not
work their full meoasuro of destruc:
tion until our navy had been virtually
anuthilated; but what tho strong navy sohool
leave out of sight is tho fact that every single
capture by such marine birds of prey would
appreciably raiso freights. Now high freights
must meag doar food for this country, while
very high sca ca-riage would simply apell
famice prices. That any navy could leep our
ocean highways perfectly socure we do not
believe, but a powerful flzot —that is, a fleet
wr « .h stropger than we can uow boast—might
do much, winle that, combined with national
gravaries, atocked with six to twelve mounths’
supplies, should place us in reasouable security.
The cost of such menwuro, considerablo as it
must be, is but the due insurance of our pa-
tional existance. — London AMiller.

Toronto Dr} Gands Trade.

The wholesale dry goods houses have been
very busy this week. The break in the weather
promising an early apring has brought a large
number of buyers to tho city, ani thoy have
been liberal purchasers. Tae advent of another
cold snap may cause a temporary slackaess, but
if the word of the weather prophets giving their
exnerience of past seasoni similar to the present
wa are promised a fineearly spring. All season.
able lines have réceived attention, but a spa-
cially good business is being doue in carpets,
curtains and general house furnishings prepara-
tory to the numerous niovingi, marriages, etc.,
in the month of May. Tho number of houses
iv thislico ave limited, though thera hag been
an increase in recent yoars. It is necessary to
carry & Jargn stock to make. Silks seem to be
stiffeninz.  All the manufacturers are talking
higher prices. Ons broker had u cable from
Lis hounse instructing him to advance the taffeta
and silk %lovcs 13 per dozen.

Dress liniogs continue very scarce, and the
difficulty dealera find in aupplying the demand
is attracting special attention to this feature in
tho dry goods situation. They arenot mado by
apy but the Montreal Cotton Mills Company
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thosyndicato having docided not to manufaoture
them. Tho capacity of their mill at Valloyfield
hasboon taxaed to its utmost, but, as is gonorally
known, it has failed t3 keop up with the
consumption. The directors have boen rather
slow in rocogniziog this fact, and it was not uo.
til quito recently that thoy decided to increase
tho capacity ono half by tho creotion of an addi-
tion to their already large works, ‘This will
not be comploted for a year or so. In tho mean
time tho compnn{ havo turned as many of the
machines as possiblo on linings, and it is hoped
thatthoy will bo able to keop thomarket {airly
woll supplied. At leaat ono corsot factory has
had to shut down for lack of material, and in
another instanco a ropresontative of the firm
has gone to the States to make purchascs,

Payments 8o far this month havo been rathor
batter than in February, and a futther improve.
ment {s expected as soon as the roads improve.
Toronto jobbers ate not auticipating much bot.
tor rosults from Maunltoba, the Territories and
Hritlsh Uolumbia, uad it is felt that many of
the retailors thore will have to bo carriod untit
the noxt crop. It iz felt that tho timo has
como whon tho farmers in these provinces
shoul* dovote moro attontion to mixed farm.
ing, so that they may have a sourca of income
all the year round. Ian Oatarlo, for instance,
tho month of May is one of the best for cash ro-
ceipts, due to the money coming fu from sales
of oggs, butter, milk and young animals,—
Empire.

Growth of the Glass Industry.

Tho Boton Commercial Bulletin, in a roview
of the growth of the glass industry in the Uni-
ted States, says . The Ameorisan glass innustry
is comparatively young., Shortly after the civil
war tho window glass manufacturo atarted, and

has been increasing rapidly over since. Tho
growth of plate glass production has been even
more astounding. Not more than adozen years
ago we imported almast our total consumption
from Europe, but now wo do not import any-
thiog in that line excopt mirror plates, and
that businoss will probably cease in o fow
years, When our maaufacturars take more
caro in tho mixture theoy use in making this
glass and produce a whiter and purer material
and give it the necessary finish, foreign impor-
tation will stop. There is no doubt about our
manufacturers being able to do this.

As for plate glass for ordinary purposes
which eight or ten years ago was imported to
tho extont of about 86,000,000 square feet per
year, American is of such quality and can be
sold comparatively so low that it has entiro
posscssion of the market. Statistics best show
this wonderful growth. Eight or ten years ago
tho consumption of plato glass was the amounnt
imported, that {s about 86,000,000 square feet.
This year the factories of this conntry will tarn
out about 15,000,000 squarve feot. This branch
of the business is cutting heavily into the com-
mon window glass trade.

The growth of the common window glass
industry has like the plate glass industey boen
phonomenal, yet it has not reached that point
whero the foreign product is excluded, fge
amouats are itnported yesrly along our Atlan.
tio seaboard, despite the fact that thereisa
heavy duty on imported glass. Thessimporta-
tions ars pozsible becanse of the facy that
freight rates from Europe are 2o low and New
Eogland issach a distanco by rail trom the
domestic glass faotories, which are in the nat-
ural gas belt.

The Toronto World says: The manufacturers
of barbed wire have decided to reduce prices in
Qatario and Quebes, the reduction to be equiva-
lont to onc-fourtk of a cent per pound. Tho
manaofacturers met some time ago aud resolved
to confino the reduction to o certain portion of
Oatario, but as this decision caused consider-
able dissatisfaction, it has now been decided to
oxtend the cut to the whole of the two pro-
vinces named,




