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The Scottish Home Rule Associntion has issu-
ed a circular which has been scattered broad-
cast throughout the English speaking world,
sctting forth ¢*Scotland's claim for howme rule.”
The circular opens out in the following brazen
manner : *I would be obliged if you would give
publicity to this circular letter, so that our
countrymen may be informed of the struggle
that we are making to secure our political iree-
dom. The movement is the people’s movament,
and we are therefore compelled to appeal for
sympathy and assistance to our fellow.conntry-
men abroad, many of whom are enjoying the
privileges of political freedom We intend to
form a Scottish Party in Parliament, and with
this object in view, we may, at the first general
clection, have to contest soveral seats in the
interests of our country. For this, and other
purposes of the association, we require funds,
and we trust that we shall have a favorable
respounse to the appeal we row wmake to the
patriotism of our countryment. May I 2xpress
the hope that you will open a subscription list.”
ete., ete.  This brazen appeal will surely make
true Scotchmen bluskr for shane at the degreda-
tion to which certain of their countrymen have
sunk. The movers in tiis home rule scheme
seam to have forgotten all about that manly in-
dependence of character which is supposed to
belong 8o thoroughly to the Scotchman the
world over, and which has kept the sons of the
land of heather from oceupying the position of
the mendicant. Like their Irish pattern, evi-
dently the main thing these Scotch home rulers
want is “funds.” There’s the rub. They are
cevidentty ready, like the Irish agitatorsat home
and their fenian associates abroad, to rakein
the hard carnings of foolish servant girls, jn
order to carry on their agitation, which is prob-
ably engincered for the purpose of carryiuga
few aspirauts for political fame into Par'iament.
Do Scottish members of Parliament require to
bo bought up to be induced to advocate their
country’s welfare in Parlisment® It would
seem go from this circular. If Scotland is re-
celving any injustice at the hands of the British
Parliament (which the circular fails to show),
lot her membors unito to present her cause. If
Scotland does not receive a full measure of jus
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tice from Parliament, it is pvobably her own
fault. But it is a shame that Scotchmen should
s0 forget themselves as to adopt the Irish home
rule plan of begging in foreign countries for
funds to squander in a political agitation, aye,
and perhaps to buy up and corrupt the elector-
ate, in order to further the ambitious schemes of
a few designing wire-pullers. Let Scotchmen
at home fight out their own political battles,
honestly and honorably, and they will receive
justice. Let Irish agitators do as they like, but
Scotchmen should refuse to countenance a move-
ment which commences by advertising their
country the world over as a supplicant and poor
mendicant. The president of this Scottish
home rule association, is the **Most Noble the
Marquis of Breadalbane,” but a}**noble” gentle-
man should blush to have his nawe attached to
such a supplicant petition, The Province of
Manitoba, with a handful of people numbering
only 100,000, has fought for years for her politi-
cal rights against the Dominion. Our cause was
far more pressing than anything shown in the
case of Scotland in the howme rule association’s
cirenlar, yet Manitobans would have teen
ashamed to have engineered a begging scheme.
If Scotchmen want a greater measure of home
rule, by all means let them agitat, for it; but
Scotchmen should set their foot. on this scheme
of gathering in shekels by advertising the coun-
try throughout the world as a nation of paupers.
0! Scotland. how hast thou fallen from thy
dignified, independent and exalted position, to
become & suppliant mendicant for the charity
of the world.
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The new customs regulations, or rather
amendments to the regulations, will be received.
with favor by the commercial community—cs-
pecially thut portion of the act of
which provides for the ap-
pointment of a board to scttle disputes. Merch-
ants have frequently had cause to regret the
arbitrary powers of customs officers and special
agents in tho past. The new customs amend-
ment act provides for the appointment of a
board of customs, consisting of the commissiva-
er and assistant commissioner of customs-and
Dominion appraiscr to be appointed undor the
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amended act, to.determine the rate of duty
payable on any goods, concerning which there
is a dispute, and to consider ani determine dis-
putes of all kinds which may arise in carrying
out the provisions of the customs act. Domin.
ion customs appratsers will have jurisdiction in
all ports of Canada. .ttempts at smuggling
are made punishable by forfeiture of goods and
a sum equal to their value in addition, together
with, on conviction betore €wa justices of the
peace, a fine of not more than $239 or less than
$30 ot to fmprisonment.for not more than a year
nor less than one month, or to bo i, Any rer-
%0n sending false invoices with goods brought
into Canada, shall thereby forfeic ull cluim to
payment for such goods, and any bill of er
change held for payment of same shall cease to
be collectable. . ) :
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AX exchange suys: ‘‘Some ?\smrtling reves
lations as to the manufacture of lard ab points
in the Western States have been made before
the Congressional Committee on Agriculture at
Washington. Onewitness testified that he had
seen the men slaughtering & great many discas-
o hogs, most of them suffering from what is
known as cholera. Qne firm told him that but
Jittle white greese was made pow and also that
his foreman had recently bought 2,000 smoth
ered hogs, which were put into the tanks and
wept into prime steam lard. It wasalso proved
that diseased hogs were cut upand packed with
sound ones and their hams cured and scld on
the mackets ; besides which it was a common
thing to adulteraté land with beef fat and cot-
ton seed oil. As the Dominion imported 3,386-
216 pounds of lard, and 2,363,950 pounds of
bacon and hams from the United Statesfast
year for home consumption, it would be ann-
teresting question to know how much, if-any,
of these imports came from places where diseas-
ed hogs are cured and packed and lard adulter
ated in thé manner described.” A great deal
of Chicago lord and cured hog product is -
ported into ‘Western-Canada, and therefore it
will be interesting, und.perbaps a littlo disgust.
ing to the consumer to lenrn ¢he above facte
1t has long been known that pure westen lard
is o thing of tho past, cotton sced oil and Leef



