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CORRESPONDENCE

Tetters are invited from our readers on matters of practical and timely
interest 10 the lumber trades. To secure jnsestion all commuticationy
must be accompaniad with name and address of wrter, not nnc\orgl): for
publication, ‘I'ie publisher will not hold hinwelf responsible for opinions
of correspondents.

CANADIAN WEST INDIA TRADE.
To the Editor of the CANADA LUMBERMAN.

Sir,—I have not as yet had the pleasure of reading the
pamphlet referred to m the November 1ssue of your valued
jourual, as compiled by Mr, J, A, Chipman, of Halitax,
Nova Scotia, entitied ¢ Canadian West India Teade,"” but
from your comments thereon I am pleased to observe that
a resident of one of the Maritime provinces has the cour-
age (o direct the attention of our people in Ontario to the
fact that our province, contributing the largest proportion
of the subsidy to the miserable, inadequate, irregular
steamship service, operating as between Canada and the
West Indies, derives little or no benefit from such con.
nection.

The annual subsidy of $95,000 was obtained with the
distinct understanding that Canada was to be furmshed
with a first-class fortnightly service from St. John and
Halifax to Demerara and Jamawa, touching at inter-
mediate ports; this was some ten years ago.

Instead of this frequent and regular service, so stipu-
Ited and promised, the company have employed occa-
sional tramp steamers, such as the ¢ Portia, ' or whatever
others might be available when a sufficient cargo had
been sccured, and Western Canada, notwithstanding the
prominent position we nightly accupy i the Confederation,
and paying the large proportion of the subsidy, dei'ves
little or no benefit from it.

The lumber interestis but a fair indication of the fore-
going, as, forinstance, in 1896 Nova Scotia alone exported
forest products to the value of $86,033, whereas the
figures for Ontario are given as $z204—and with British
Guiana, the Danish, French and Datch West Indies, St.
Domingo and Honduras, it 15 equally unsatisfactory.

Apparently the service is maintained and subsidized in
the directinterest of the Maritime provinces, and Ontario
is called upon to provide for their assistance in this as in
other terminal facilities, and at the same time, to secure
an cfficient and regular mail service, contribute to the
steamship secvice via New York.

As Mr. Chipman points out, in the manufactures of
wood alone, of which the West Indies purchase annually
one ar 4 a quarter million dolars’ worth, the United States
furnish $700,000 or $800,000 worth, and Nova Scotia and
New Branswick the balance.

The fact that the Americans furgish this large propor-
tion of forest products, the bulk of which doubtless
originally comes from Canada, is attributable without
a doubt to their cfficient and regular service.
Many instances are recorded where shipments have
been made from Canada to the West Indies via St. John
and Halifax, the drafts against same mailed via New
York, with the result that the drafts arrived at their des-
tination before the goods were forwarded from the Mari-
time provinces, such goods being detained awaiting the
sailing of our irregular steamers, with the cousequence
that deafts acrived at the West Indies long before the
sroods, and were held for a time and then returned unac-
cepted.  Our Ontario people became disgusted with the
facilitics via our subsidized Maritime steamship line, and
refused 10 execute further orders unless they recewved in-
structions to skip vin New York—consequently Ontario
has been contributing theee-fifths of this subsidy for years
without deriving any benefit therefrom.

Isit any wonder that the United Statesareimporting from
Canada and supplying $700,000 or $800,000 worth of this
million and a quarter in forest products, notwithstanding
the professions of the present Federal government in
regard to Dominion trade extension ?

In every instance Ontario seems to be bandicapped as
against our outlying provinces, owing to the expenences
and resulting apathy of our people, the exorbitant rates
of our railways for transporting 10 such terminal points,
aud the irregalarity of the steamship facilines in the Mari-
time provinces.  1f they do ship at all they are compelied
to give preference to the shorter rail haul to New York
and the frequent regulae service, and operate this and
other trade in the other British colomes through com-
mercial houses in the United States, and thereby developa
teade for the Americans by swelling their shipments, and

assist them in obtaining a more favorable interchange In
the products peculiar to such British colonies,

Mr. Chipman suggests a through line from Montreal in
summer, with most favorable and decided possibilities ta
Quebec and Onlario. 1t is commendable, and worthy of
note, that the C.P.R. are now awakened and are quoting
the same export rates to St. John as are current from the
same shipping points in Ontario, &c., to New York, and
have sent an agent to the West Indies, who has, I under.
stand, already visited Bermuda, St. Thomas, St, Croix,
St. Kitts, Antigua, Dominica, St. Lucia, Batbadoey,
Trinidad and Demerara, and we may hope for satisfactory
results 3 but is a railway representative competent to do-
cide and further commercial necessities ?

If the favorable disposition of the British West Indies
to interchange with Canada has not been entirely ab-
sorbed in their unsatisfactory experience with the Pickford
& Black steamship lines, there may still be a reasonable
possibility of securing at least a_ portion of this trade, bt
a reference to the volume of forest products shipped by
the United States to the West Indies, of from $700,000 to
$800,000, should afford food for thought fur Ontario
people.

Let it he understood and borne in mind that Omario
furnishes three-fifihs of the revenue of the Dominion, and
that whatever subsidies are supplied Oatario provides an
equal proportion of such expenditure, therefore she is ens
titled to a corresponding benefit in whatever trade inter-
change may result.

Geographically, Ontariois seriously at the mercy of our
railways in the matter of satisfactory rates on shipments
to the West Indies and South America, in cousequence of
the tong rail haul to St. John or Halifax. This, as well
as the fact that we are committed federally to three-filths
of whatever subsidy is granted by the Dominion govern-
ment, should be kept prominently before our government,

St. John and Halifax are continually at sword's point
when any assistance or recognition is afforded by the
government to cither New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, in
which they do not equally participate. To wit: Iobserve
to-day in the telegraphic despatches that *“the people of
St. John, N.B., are up in arms over the terms of the new
arrangement made between the Federal goverment and
the Beaver steamship line, whereby Halifax is to be
made a port of call during the winter service,™ &c.

It is also to be observed that the deputation from St.
John, on their way to Ottawa, called upon Mr. Shaugh-
nessy, Vice-President of the C.P.R., in Montreal, with
an endeavor to have St. John's interests more carcfully
considered.  This rivalry and continuous struggle for su-
premacy, as between the Maritime provinces, would to a
very material extent be obviated by the adoption of the
valuable suggestions of Mr. Chipman, of Halifax, for a
fortnightly service from Montreal and Quebec, with the
very valuable intermediate service in the route, from
which such stcamers would unquestionubly profit. By
this means only can Ontario ever hope to profitably par.
tiaipate in this West India trade; otherwise New York,
with the comparatively short rail haul, is our only hope.

Nova Scotia alone exported to the British West Indies,
including British Guiana, about two million dollars worth
of goods in 18935, and to all the West Indies $3,449,585
consequently their efforts and anxiety.

We bhave Boaids of Trade (so-called) continually
languishing, at banquets and other similar occasions, for
opportunities for trade extension, and there is an intense
rivalry manifested by certain of our busintess men in cail-
ing forth what wight or should be done if such and such
were only at their command.  As far as Ontario is con-
cerned it ends in such wind explosions, and we are left,
Micawber-like, waiting for another occasion to turn up
for windy cfforts, and in the interim whine at the inac-
tivity of the government, the irrregular service, cte,, cic.,
without exercising effort or influence to remedy the con-
dition.

What we require is that our business mien in Oatario,
as representing three-fifhs of the subsidal assistance,
get right down to a practical realization of this matter,
and devise some practical, intelligent basis upon which to
sccure proper consideration, and demand facilities and
rates in the interest of Ontario that will admit of somo
rcturn for the large subsidy which we have had to con-
tribute for years in the direct and only interest of the
Maritime provinces.

The proportion of Sz203 in Ontario against $86,053 to
Nova Scotia in lumber interests, is significant of the pro-.
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portion Ontarlo devives in the total of the Canadian iy,
to all of thy West ludies,

Deputations from Nova Scotin and New Brugsey
hva heen chastog one another to Cttawa in this gy,
longe cnoughs Now, let Ontario and Quebee looh_:.
that durlug this opportune season opportunity is gl
thom o abare i this trade proportional to the sy
pudd by ench provinee, or else favorably consider fae-
elsowhere,

Me, Chipman's effort should commend itself to e
thinking Conadlan engaged in manufacture and expon,
Qmardo.  1IF Ontatio had but a percentage of theindos,
ablo and lecopressible spirit which the Maritime provy,
possesy for asserting thele position and value to the p,
winton, and thelr rights, she would be dilferently treuy
and moro equitably regarded than at present,  Theetin
wnd co.aperation of our lumbermen are esseatally m
sary for this purpose,  Let unanimity and combined pe
poso characterlze every effort put forth, and Ontariot
hor three:Rhs subsid,, will obtain her proper sha,
this trade.

Insist upon a first-class hne of steamslups; itisy
merely a1 Nova Scotin or New Brunswick venture, bay
Domilnton literest, and Onano wants her proper &
and muxt have it

' PROGRES,

CANADA FOR THE CANADIANS,
‘T'a the Editor of the CANADA Lusingryan:

SiR, —\What are our governments and people aboy,, &
allow Scandinavin and other foreign countries to moooy.
liza tho Britdsh market in their demand for woed gy
without putiing forth some practical, inteiligent efforty
securo at least a reasonable portion of this trade toer
resourceful Dominion ? 1 observe in the Novembernse
of your valuable journal, TiE CANADA LUMBERMAY, 1
Norway and Sweden furnished Great Britain with 3005
tons of pulp wood in 1896, valued at 41,485,761, or se
mithon four hundred thousand dollars' worth in o
figuron, or 88 per cent. of the total value imported byt
wothor countey, viz,, £1,684,647, and that the balance ¢
13 per cent, of Great Britain's requirements was madeg;
of importa from Russin, Denmark, Germany, Holiut|
Relgium, Portugal, 1taly, Austria, the United States 2
Canada: - our Camclinn portion being but 2,714 »ns,,
the valuo being £9,370.

Can tho lumbermen of Canada explain why thisis? &
it through want of intelligent effort, or is it that the p
wood of Norway and Sweden is considered in Gz
Rritain as superior to that of our country ?

Amerlenn manunfacturers, as you state, admit that ta
got wore pulp per cord from Canadian wood than fre
tho wood of any other country. I our wood pulp is s
superior in quality as recognized, and more profitable 2
rosults thun any other, why this 88 per cent. from Scass
navia to Great Britnin ?  Is it that our freight ratesa
agninst us? 1F o, with such preferable material asm} -
are nckuowledged to have, and with the possibility 6
capturing such a volume of traden this particular iste]
est, with practical lmperial federation and trade withiate,
British Empire as the popular commercial theme of th!
jublleo year, surely it is worthy of the closest and o]
practical consideration on the part of our railway 2
stenmship companies.

Australln, 1 alyo observe, has sent forward orders Ix
pulp for thele paper mills, and anxiety is announced byt
prowinent newspaper fiem to meet a Canadian represest,
tivo of one of our paper mills.  Is it not in order toinge:
what s Commissioner Larke doing that this decided
portunity is not looked after? '

The federntion of the British Empire and the propsti
to teado within the Empire should materially assistes’
Dowminlon in the development of this department—thatx
it Imperinl federntion means anything but lip loya'
But it occurs to me that the overtures and efforts to efs.
such a federation and trade interchinge as between
colonies and the wmother country, has only so farserved:
awaken onr American ueighbors to a practical realizats:
of tho possible commercial results of such federation, s,
in this particular interest, note the proposed amalgas:
tion of tho big paper and pulp mills of the United Stas}
with a combined caplial of some twenty-two milfion dolur
%0 as to protect and strengthen thar endeavors for
world's trade,  Canadiaus have, or should have, wit
subsidal axsistance provided by our governments, theve
best steamyhip and other facilities, and the most favon'
rates for conventencing trade with the mother coust?




