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NoTWiTHtTAiiDiiro the rut number of initiatorj boolui

for young children, which have been written within these

few jears by persons of distinguished abilities, and sanc-

tioned with tbeir namee, it must still be allowed that there

has not appeared a single introduction to Reading, for the

general VM of Schools, Uiat rites above the level of the

ulgar, though popular, compilations of Dyche, Dtlworth,

and Penning.

For the neglect whicn wa have idluded to, it would be

impossible to produce any consistent reason. Perhaps the

pride of acknowledged literature could not stoop to an oc-

cupation reputed so mean as that of compiling a Spbllimo

Book. Yet to lay the ^"'t stone of a noble edifice hab ever

been a task delegated to honourable hands ; and to sow the

first seeds of useful learning in the nascent mind, is an em-

ployment that can reflect no diMrfidit on the most illustri-

ous talents.

Our sentiments and our conduct arofttudi more influenced

by early impressions than many seem wilUng to allow. The
stream will always flow tinctured with the natmre of iti

source : ajusimaxim, a humane principle, agerm of know-

ledge early imbibed, will be permanent and fixed. The first

books we read can never be forgotten, nor the morals they

inculcate be eradicated.

Hence, in the compilation of this little Volume, care bas

been taken to make every lesson or essayt as far aa the ni^

ture and intention of the plan would allow, tend to some

useful purpose of informatidn or instrjAction. Even in the

more easy progressive lMS(Mii» it is hoped something will be

found either to.please or improve. i%e ApftanMat may be

learned by heart, in part or wholly, at^e disicretion of the

master. The short Prayers and Catechism of the Chureh

ought early to be taught ; for that education must always be

defective, and ieven dangerous, which has not reUgion for its

foundation 1
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