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was the most enlij^htencd member of it, did not receive the
doctrine of transubstantiation. Archbishop Elpin and other
writers, about one hundred years afterwards, taus?ht the
same doctrine as Erigena had done ; and it is said that it

was the Archbishop's book which first opened the eyes of
Archbishop Cranmer and Bishop Ridley, at the time of the
Reformation. Thus we see the Pope 'gradually extended
his power over the British Church from age to age, till,

about the commencement of the sixteenth century, it hadL

arrived at a great and oppressive height, -not indeed with-
out occasional remonstrances and successful opposition

;

which, if they availed not at the time to remove the evil*

Bufficiently proved that the Romish dominion was imper-
fect and insecure, and gave indications of a return at some
fature period to complete independence.
Earlv in the sixteenth century, the Bishops and Clergy

of the Church, acting in concert with the civil power, threw
off the usurped authority of the Pope, and the other inn9*
Vations that had been thrust upon her, whilst subject to his
Authority, and stood forth to the world, once more, an in-

dependent branch of the Church, freed from the thraldom
of Rome, and relieved from the accumulated corruptions
ofoenturiesw
In doing this she only did what she had a perfect and

unquestionable right to do. She was a complete branch of
the Church before she became subject to Rome, as her ad-
mission to various Councils in the fourth and fifth centu-
ries, long before Augustine came to England, fully proves.
She refused subjection to Rome when Augustine wished to
make her subject. She then knew nothing of the errors,

which, together with the usurpations of Rome, she threw
off at the Reformation. At that memorable period she
reformed herself and returned to the independence and the
purity which she possessed before she had any connexion
with Rome. She was to all intents and purposes the same
Church that had from the first existed in Britain. She had
the same rights and the same principles she formerly en-
joyed* She had, from the first, possessed all the parts of
a true scriptural Church* She had the orders of the minis-
try established by Christ and his Apostles, and the Apos-
tolical Succession. She became again holy, and did not in
resuming her rank as an independent branch of the Chui'ch
Catholic, and cleansing herself from the accumulated cor-

ruptions of centuries, break the unity of the Church of
Christ.

Roman Catholics do not deny that before the Reforpaation
the Church in England was a branch of the Church of
Christ ; but they say that she ceased to be a branch of the
Church when she threw off the usurpation of Rome and
reformed herself. One might, however, just as well con-
tend, that when Naaman washed seven times in Jordan
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