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Their

• )|)«Mi polar M«>H is correct, they would tako to tlio canoos ami fol-

low aloii^ the west coast of Grccnlaiid as far as it may project

northward. The Tyrrells niado fiv(^ hundred miles over tho wa-

ters of KutlsoM Hay in this way, and oth»>rs can do the same.

Tn all they did, howover, th(< surv 'yors would he guided hy past

practical experience. If they had their choice they would proha-

hly prefer ice to water, hut whatever came they would meet it

with th(< (Miuanindty of Itrave and resourcefid men. Above all

others, their training in the Held has (lualified them to cope with

the dilliculties they are likely to eiu'ounter.

It is ([uite probable that the ])ole would not be reached the

(irst summer. From Mount Parry to the pole is tivo hundred and
fifty miles. If the most northerly j)oint of (Ireeidand does not

reatdi within a hundreil ndles of the ])ole and there were n(»

islands visible beyond, they would scarcely trust tlu'mselv<'s on

a trackless sea in canoes. They W(nild then have to return and
commencei the ai'(luous task of portaging a go(Ml-sized steam

launch piecemeal from the head depot to the polar sea. Tho
whole freighting force of the expedition would be hi id under con-

tribution, and tho work pushed with nnllagging vigor. The boat,

of course, would be specially constructed beforehand for tho pur-

l)ose, and would go together and bo ready f(jr navigation in a

week. Allowing the launch a speed of six miles an hour, the

])ole v.'ould be reached in four days.

The way to accomplish a task of this kind is to go at it quietly

and systematically, and stay right there until it is done. Ship

companies hav(» always been confronted with the terrifying pos-

sibility of V)eing cut off from /dl human succor. My plan renders

such a contingency im])ossiblo. The steamer would visit the

main di^pot evei-y summer and then sail foi' Xewfoundlaud, whence
news of the expedit ion would be telegraphed • ivor the world. Tho
members of the expedition could thus communicate with their

friends, and tin* depressing feeling of isolation would be obviated.

There would be no danger of running out of sui)plies, and the ex-

pedition could go (dieerfully ahead with the assurance that their

retreat was provided for.

There are many reasons why Baffin Bay and Smith's Sound
should be chosen as the route to the north pole. To put them
shortly: 1. Greenland is the most northerly land known, and
probably extends a good deal farther than at jjresent explored. 2.

Smith's Sound has been already traversed as fiir as tho open sea.

.'{. Uperiuivik is the most northerly permanent abode of civilized

man. The moral influence of this on the expedition would be
great, because it woiild be but a short distance from the main
depot. 4. A whisp of the Gulf Stream runs along the west coast

of Greenland as far as the seventy-eighth degree of latitude, rais-


