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and did weep for him with great and

grievous complaints; in fiich fort that the

Canaanites feeing it tlid fay -, this mourning

is grievous to the y^gj/Sinns ; and for the

greatnefs and novelty of the iiime mourn-

ing they called the faid floor JM Mif-

rtiim, that is to fay the mourning of the

The Romans had hired women to weep

for the dead, and to relate their prail'es

by long mournful complaints •, and thofe

women were called Pra-fca; as it were

Pra;fe5l,et becaufe that they did begin the

motion whai it was needful to lament,

and to relate the praifes of the dead.

paufe of every complaint they will fay ; tJic Per.

the To-

tiipinam-

tMtilit are

fremies to

Mertede qua condu^a; flent alieno in

funere prefica multo ^ capillos fcindunt,

fcf clamant magis, faith Lucilius by the

report of Nonius ; fomctimes the very

trumpets were not neglefted at it, as yir-

gil teftifieth in thefe words :

// ckIo clamory clangorque tubarum,

I will not here make a colleftion of all

thecuftomsof other nations ; for it would

never be at an end ; but in France every

one knoweth that the women of Picardy

do lament their dead witli great clamours.

Monf. des Accords amongit other things

by him collefted, reciteth of one, who
making her funeral complaints, that flie

faid to her deceas'd hufband ; good God !

My poor hufband, thou haft given us a

ijitiftil farewel ! O what farewel ! It is

or ever. O what long congie. The wo-

men of Beam are yet more pleafant ; for

they recount during the time of a whole

day the whole life of their hufbands. La
mi amou, la mi amou , )rara rident, a'il de

fplendou : cama huge bet danfadou : to me

halen balem^ lo m'ejhurbat : mati de pes :

fort tard cougat : and fuch like things :

that is to fay -, My love,' my love : fmiling

countenance ; bright eye ; nimble leg ; and

good dancer ; mine own valiant, mine own
'valiant -, early up, and late abed, &c.

John de Lfn reciteth, that which foUoweth

of the Gafcoign women j yere,yere, 6 lebet

renegadou, die bet jougadou qu'hcre, that is

to fay ; ob the brave fwaggerer, oh what

a fair player he was ? And thereupon he

reporteth that the women of Brajil do
howl and bawl with fuch clamours, that it

feemeth tliat it be fome alTembly of dogs

and wolves. He is dead (will fome wo-
men fay drawing their voices) he was fo

valiant, and who hath made us to eat of

fo many prifoners ; others making a

quire apart will fay ; Oh what a good hunt-

er and what an excellent fiflier he was

!

Oh what a brave knocker down of Por-

tuges and of Margaias he was ; of whom
he hath fo well avenged us. And at the

he is dead, he is dcaU for wliom we do "'a"/-

now mourn ! W'hereunto the men do
aniwer, faying ; alas it is true! we fl>;»ll jj-e^^.
fee him no more until wcfte him behind y;//^,,, be-
the mountains, where we (hall dance with litvc tUe

him, and other fuch things ; but the moft rcAirredti-

part of thefe people do end their mourn- ""•

ing in one day, or fomewhat more.
As for the Indians of Florida, when

any of their Paraovjlis die, they weep
tliree days and three nights continually

and without eating ; and all the Paracu-
Jlis that be his allies and iri.nds do the

like mourning, cutting half their hair?, as

well men as women, m token of lovt.

And that done, there Lc fome women or-
dained, who during the time of fix moons
do lament the lieath ot thtir Paraotijli

thrive times a day, crying with a loud
voice, in the morning, at noop, and at

nigiit ; which is the faP.uoii or th.c Ro-
man Prtcfices, of Wiiom we have not
long fince fpoken.

For that which is of the mourning ap-

parel, our Souriquois do paint their faces

all with black ; which maketh them to
feem very hideous ; but the Hebrr^vs were
more reprovable, who did fcotch their

faces in the time of mourning, and did

lliave their hairs, as faith the prophet Je-
remiah ; which was ufual among them of
great antiqiuty ; by reafon whereof, the

lame was forbidden them by the law of
God in Leviticus : You Jhall not cut round
the corners of your hairs, neither mar the

tufts of your beards, and you ffjall not cut

your fleflj for the dead, nor make any print

of a mark upon you. I am the Lord ; and
in Deuteronomy, Tou are the children ofthe

Lord your God,youfhall not cutyourfehes,
nor make any baldnefs between your eyes for
the dead.

Which was alfo forbidden by the Ro-
mans in the laws of the twelve tables.

Herodotus and Diodorus do fay, that

the Egyptians (chiefly in their kings fune-

rals) did rent their garments, and be-

fmearcd their faces, yea all their heads ;

and aflembling themfelvis twice a day,

did march in round, finging the virtues

of their king ; ditl abilain from foddcn

meats, from living creatures, from wine,

and from all dainty fare during the fpace

of feventy days, without any wafliing,

or lying on any bed, much lefs to have

the company of their wives, always la-

menting.

The ancient mourning of our queens

of France (for as for our kings they wear

no mourning apparel) was in white colour,

and therefore after the death of their huf-

bands they kept the names of roines

blanches (white queens.) But the com-

mon mourning of othe;s is at this day
in
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