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An Hijlory of the hifiances of Exclufion from the

Royal Society, which were not fuffered to be ar-

gueJ in the Courfe of the late Debates ; With

Siridiires on the Formation of the Council, and

other Iti/lances of the Defpotifm of Sir J. Banks

,

the prefent Prejident, and of his Incapacity for his

high Office,

THOUGH we have certainly much reafon to be fatisfied

with the fuccefs of publications, which, whatever the

aclverfary, to hide his fhame and mortification, may fug-

geft, have hitherto remained without an anfwer, folely becaule

the fafts ftated in them arc unanfwerable ; it is, notwithftanding,

with a confiderablc degree of rcluftance, that we again appear

before the awful tribunal of the public. It is, indeed, no
pleafing thing to be even the innocent caufes of publifhing the

dilgrace of a learned body ; nor do wc feel complacency in

giving way to a cenfure, fome fmall part of which muft light oa
thofe we admire and refpedV. Still, however, as there confcf-

fedly are circumflances which neceflitate a departure from the

general rules by which good men direft their condufV, wc flat-

ter ourfelves that they ajjply to our cafe. Whether they do ot

not, will appear by the following fliort recapitulation of \yhat

has paffed ; a fuller account of which may be met with in

the pamphlets, entitled, A Narrative of the Debates and Diffen-

tions in the Royal Society, and An Appeal to the Fellows of the

Royal Society.

On the nth and iSthof laft December, we flood up in our

places in the Society, to procure fome kind of reparation, for

what we fliall always conllder as a moft illiberal and unprecedented

injujiice, done to a moft refpeflable and worthy Meml)er, our

friend. Though we obtained what we then afked for, to wit, a

vote of thanks, and a fubfequent approbation of conduft ; the

tone of authority aflumed by the Prefidcnt, the very unfair

manner in which he managed the debate, and the violent at-

tempts he made to flop any difcuflion whatever, provoked one
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