
112 Moonisir cniiONWLKs.

Thus the rotnrn of Orias was provciiU'd, rind all intcroonMc Ik*-

twccii t!u> places, ovi'ii by mcs.scnf^cr, coinpli'tcly iiitcrniptod.

The city and Tiiana were now severely attacked, and unalilc

to render each other asf^istance. The Moors were daily dimi-

nishing in number ; many slain in battle, many taken captive,

and many dyitij; of hunjjer and dist'ase. Tiic Christian forces

were daily au<;mentin<;, and were animated by continual success,

whereas nuitiny and sedition be<j;an to break out amonjj; tiie in-

haltitants of the city. The Moorish commander Axataf, there-

fore, seeing all further resistance vain, sent ambassadors lo

capitulate with King Fernando. It was a hard and humiliating

struggle to res'' ,n this fair city, the queen of Andalusia, the seat

of Moorish s./ay and splendor, and which had been under
lyioorish domination ever since the conquest.

The valiant Axataf endeavored to make various conditions

:

that King Fernando should raise the siege on receiving ttie tnb-

nte which had hitherto been paid to the miramaniolin. This beini,'

peremptorily refused, he ofTered to give up a third of the city,

and then a half, building at his own cost a wall to divide tlie

Moorish part from the Christian. King Fernando, however,

would listen to no such terms, lie demanded the entire surren-

der of the place, with the exception of the persons and ctreets

of the inhabitants, and permitting the commander to retain

possession of St Lucar, Aznal Farache, and Niebla. The com-

mander of Seville saw the sword suspended over his head, and had

to submit; the caf)itulations of the surrender were signed, wlieii

Axataf made one last request, that he might be permitted to

demolish the grand mosque and the principal tower (or (Jiralda)

of the city.* He felt that these would remain perpetual mon-
uments of his disgrace. The Prince Alfonso was present when
this last demand was made, and his father looked at him sig-

nificantly, as if he desired the reply to come from his lips. The
prince rose indignantly and exclaimed, that if there should lie

a single tile missing from the temple or a single brick from the

tower, it should be paid by so many lives tiiat the streets of

Seville should run with blood. The Moors were silenced liy

this reply, and prepared with heavy hearts to fulfil the capitu-

lation. One month was allowed them for tlic purpose, the

alcazar or citadel of Seville l)cing given up to the Christians tis

a security.

On the twenty-third day of November this important fortress

was surrendered, after a siege of eighteen months. A deputa-
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