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But instead « ! he Government was
about to have been established for the benefit
of those who were to govern. Those who
had humbled themselves at Oltawa were to
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h reference to the ac

(nisition and provisiona! government of the
Territories. 1 shall now proceed to consider |
how far the course pursued is consistent |

with the British North America Act, and 1
trust that I shall be able to state my views
with suflicient ciearness to enable you to ful-
ly understand the grounds upon which I ob-
ject to the policy which has been pursued;
for I am sure, sir, this assembly is far too
Intelligent to accept implicitly any proposi-
tion which is not a mere matter of fact, but

of law and reason, upon a simple assertion of]
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Blaerta, Dy wris ana conaiiions s meanyg a
subsidy, a distribution of powers, and a local
constitution, and it would be difiicult to un-
derstand how it w s that a provision <f the
Imperial Act could mean one thing when ap-
plied to the provinces, and another and very
different thing when applied to the territori S
WHAT IS ESENTIAL TO A FEDERAL SYSTEM

It is of the vesence of the federal system that
the local constitutions should not be sutject
to change or alteration by the federal gov
ernment. (Hear.y There can be no federa
tion if the so called federal anthérity is the
source from which the local authority is de-
rived. (Hear.) Thevery object of an Order
in Council was to give an Imperial origin to
the local constitutions.  (Hear.) The Par
liament of Canada might have provided for
a territorial government; it might have pro-
vided that its powers should be derived from
} ; it might bave provided that it should
yme & Province of the Dominion wpon cer-
tain conditions set forth; and all these pro-
visions could bave heen made a part of the
Imperial Act by an Order in Council.  Dut
nothing of the kind was done. Thelegislation
has been of a kind unauthe:’zed by the or
ganic law, contrary to the |- inciples of the
federal system, and in contizvention of some
of the ex press provisions of the Imperial Act,
and such as Iler Majesty is inLibited from em
bracing in any Order in Council. It is guite
clear that what could not hiava been embrac-
be in an Order in Council cannot subsequently
be done by any authority which an Order in
Council can confer,

1 say, then, first, that no plan of govern-
ment having been set forth in the Oraer in
Council, as the law required, we effectually
closed against ourselves the way open to the
admission of any portion of the North West-?
to the Union by our own Act; and all we
had power to do was to provide for it a colo-
nial government. The Act of federation did
not give to the Government of Canada power
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