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DISREGARD OF THE FEELING OF T11K PEOPLE 

IX TIIE NORTHWEST.

But instead oi this the Government was 
about to have been established fur the benefit 
of 11mse who were to govern. Those who 
had humbled themselves at Oltawa wore to 
have been exalted at Fort Garry (hear) ; and 
as a reward for parliamentary dependence at 
home, the faithful were, to Lave been rais d 
above want abroad. (Hear.) Ihore is no 
one of any nationality or of any religion in 
this piovinee who defends the murder of 
Scott. But who does not see that folly would 
have gone unpunished had there been no re
sistance? The Government of Canada had
grossly failed in its duty; is it surprising that
the consequences of that failure followed? 
(Hear.) It is a necessary law of social well
being that the wrongs done by those whom 
we permit to exercise authority injuriously 
affect ourselves (hear), and we are 
thus made guardians of each other’s rights.

1 have so far considered the general policy, 
of the Government with reference to the ac
quisition and provisional government of the 
Territories. 1 shall now proceed to consider 
how far the course pursued is consistent 
with the British North America Act, and 1 
trust that 1 shall be able to state my views 
with sufficient Clearness to enable you to ful
ly understand the grounds upon which I ob
ject to the policy which has been pursued; 
lor I am sure, sir, this assembly is lar too 
Intelligent to accept implicitly any proposi
tion which is not a mere matter of tact, but 
of law and reason, upon a simple assertion of 
mine. /
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siiiereu, uy terms aim culminons is meant a 
subsidy, a distribution of powers, and a local 
constitution, and it would be difficult to un
derstand how it w is that a provision of the 
Imperial Act could mean one thing when ap
plied to the provinces, and another and very 
different thing when ap'plied to the territories.
WHAT IS KSENTIAL TO A FEDERAL SYSTEM.

It is ol the essence o( the federal system that 
the local constitutions should not be subject 
to change or alteration by the fvderaf gov
ernment. (Hear.)’ There can lie no federa
tion if the so called federal authority is the 
source from which the local authority is de
rived. (Hear.) The very object of an Order 
in Council was to give an Imperial origin to 
the local constitutions. (Hear ) The Par
liament ol Canada might have provided for 
a territorial government; it might have pro
vided that its powers should be derived from

f
; it might have provided that it should 
mo a Province of ihe Dominion upon cer- 
conditions set forth; and all these pro- 
ns could have been made a part of the 
trial Act by an Order in Council. But 
nothing of the kind was dune. The legislation 

has been of a kind unauthorized by the or
ganic law, contrary to the principles of the 
federal system, and in con t invention of some 
of the express provisions of the Imperial Act, 
and such as Her Majesty is inhibited Irom em
bracing in any Order in Council. It is quite 
clear that what could not have beenembrac- 
be in an Order in Council cannot subsequently 
be done by any authority which an Older in 
Council can confer.

1 say, then, first, that r.o plan of govern
ment having been set forth in the Oraer in 
Council, as the law requited, we effectually 
closed against ourselves the way open to the 
admission ol any portion of the North West*^ 
to the Union by our owr. Act; and all we 
had power to do was to provide for it a colo
nial government. The Act ol federation did 
not give to the Government ol Canada power
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