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<lered spongy and miry by the recent rain, and cut up by
brooks swollen into torrents. Our poor horses were so feeble

that it was with difficulty we could get them across the deep

ravines and turbulent streams. In traversing the miry
plains, they slipped and staggered at every step, and most
of us were obliged to dismount and walk for the gret.ter part

of the way. Hunger prevailed throughout the troop ; every

one bega'i to look anxious and haggard, and to feel the grow-
ing length of each additional mile. At one time, in crossing

a hill, Beatte climbed a high tree, commanding a wide pros-

pect, and took a lookout, like a mariner from the masthead
at sea. iiv came down with cheering tidings. To the left

he had beheld a line of forest stretching across the couiitry,

wiiich he knew to be the wood y border of the Arkansas ; and

at d^'stance he had recognized certain landmarks, from

Wimn be concluded that we could not be above for< miles

d^ jtant from the fort. It was like the welcome cry of land

to temnest-tossed mariners.

In fact we soon after saw smoke rising from a woody glen

at a distance. It was supposed to be made by a hunting-

party of Creek or Osage Indians from the neighborhood of

the fort, and was joyfully hailed as a harbinger of man. It

Wt\a now confidently hoped that we would soon arrive among
the frontier hamlets of Creek Indians, which are scattered

along the skirts of the uninhabited wilderness ; and our hun-

gry rangci's trudged forward with reviving spirit, regaling

themselves with savory anticipations of farmhouse luxuries,

and enumerating every article of good cheer, until their

immths fairly watered at the shadowy feasts thus con-

jured up.

A hungry night, however, colsed in upon a toilsome da5\

"We encamped on the border of one of the tributary streams

of the Arkansas, amid the ruins of a stately grove that had
been riven by a hurricane. The blast had torn its way
through the forest in a narrow column, and its course was
marked by enormous trees shivered and splintered, and up-

turned, with their roots in the air; all lay in one direction,


