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them honorable sepulcher in a mausoleum of the chapel be-

longing to th-^ citadel. Count Julian departed for Cartha-

gena, where he remained plunged in horror at this doleful

event.

About this time, the cruel Suleiman, having destroyed

the family of Muza, had sent an Arab general, named Alahor,

to succeed Abdalasis as emir or governor of Spain. The new
emir was of a cruel and suspicious nature, and commenced
his sway with a stern severity that soon made those under
his command look back vnth regret to the easy rule of Abda-
lasis. He regarded with an eye of distrust the renegade
Christians who had aidti in the conquest, and who bore

arms in the service of the Moslems ; but his deepest suspi-

cions fell upon Count Julian. "He has been a traitor to his

own countrymen," said he, '*how can we be sure that he
will not prove traitor to us?"

A sudden insurrection of the Christians who had taken

refuge in the Asturian mountains, quickened his suspicions,

and inspired him with fears of some dangerous conspiracy

against his power. In the height of his anxiety, he be-

thought him of an Arabian sage named Yuza, who had
accompanied him from Africa. This son of science was
withered in form, and looked as if he had outlived the usual

term of mortal life. In the course of his studies and travels

in the east he had collected the knowledge and experience

of ages; l)eing skilled in astrology, and, it is said, in necro-

mancy, and possessing the marvelous gift of prophecy or

divination. To this expounder of mysteries Alahor applied to

learn whether any secret treason menaced his safety.

The astrologer listened with deep attention, and over-

whelming brow, to all the surmises and suspicions of the

emir, then shut himself up to consult his books and com-

mune with those supernatural intelligences subservient to

his wisdom. At an appointed hour the emir sought him in

his cell. It was filled with the smoke of perfumes ; squares

and circles and various diagrams were described upon the

floor, and the astrologer was poring over a scroll of parch-


