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people, and have shown that that great Province is still

overwhelmingly loyal to Canada and to the British Empire.

III. The American party. This is an element of great

uncertainty. Mr. Goldwin Smith represents its literary

features, and his recent work hardly leaves anything

unsaid upon one side of what he terms "The Canadian
Question." Mr. Erastus Wiman, of New York, is its

mentor and American leader, while Sir Richard Cart-

wright, the practical, though not nominal, leader of the

Liberal party is its chief representative in Canada. The
principles of this section of the people are somewhat
fluctuating and the numbers difficult .0 estimate. It

includes those who follow Mr. Wiman in his policy of

Commercial Union with the States and are willing to go

the full length of tariff and internal revenue assimilation

with a joint council to control the fiscal affairs of the two
nations ; it includes those who fear to go as far as this,

but are willing to compromise by having free-trade with

the States while expressing the hope of being able to retain

our present tariff (30 per cent, lower than the American)
against England. Needless to say no responsible politician

in the Republic will support this policy of Unrestricted

Reciprocity, or as the New York Tribune puts it, " the

creation of a back-door 4,000 miles wide for British goods

to enter the States." It includes besides a small element

favouring almost immediate independence, which everyone

who appreciates our circumstances knows would lead to

annexation very shortly, and it also includes a still smaller

number of avowed annexationists.

It will thus be seen that the Dominion in a political

sense has still much to do, and tbat the work of its foun-

ders is not yet over, if a united British-Canadian nation is

to be built up on this North- American continent. That
such will be the end of their labours who can doubt?
Canadians have in the past shown a strength and deter-

mination of character and a patriotism in principle which
has enabled them to do much in the face of profound pes-

simism and of many obstacles, and so it will be in the

future. Clouds may overhang the horizon of the national

hopes, or injure the immediate fruition of some great aspir-


