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ration tlie porinaiioiit unify of tlio onipirc' Tii's sclioiuo of

l^'odcnilioii is ' iiof fo inlcrrcrt; wiili llic (>xisfiiio" ri;;'hfs df local

])iirliaiiHMils as ro,ii;aiHls local allairs," but should coinhino 'on

{i!i ciinifaljlo basis flio rcsoureos of flio empire lor tl;o mainfcn-

anco of coininon infercsfs and ad<'<piafely provide for an or!j,'a-

in'scd drl'ence of coiunion riu'lifs."

Tho f'l'dt'i'afion of the empire is a scheme certainly calcul-

ated by iis Imperial scope to strike the imagination of the ])i)l-

itical enthusiast. It is a scheme which has been dreamed ol" by

statesnion and students since flie days of Ednmnd Burke. Ifs

reah'safion, hoAvevcr, is surrounded with the gravest dinicultics

Avhich ap[)car insu])erable to some ])ractical statesnicti, to

whom il is yet anovel ({uestion brought into prominence wifhin

a few months. A I'tMlerafion of the empii'e, in tho biKadcsf

Sense of Ihe phrase, means the creation of" an Imperial Parlia-

ment \vhit;h may legislate for the general ])urposes of the; em-

])ii'e, and the establishment or continuance of legislatures in

each country or dependency to legislate for local and minor

objects. lief'ore this can be realised, England must be con-

vinced of the necessify of reconstructing her constitutional

system in vital particulars, of granting legislatures to Scotland

and Irelaml, of esfa])lishing a Suprt'me (Jourt to adjudicate on

the (]ucst ions which wuuld inevitably arise; in the h'gal con-

sfruction of the Avrifteii constitution which nnist bind fogcfher

the federation. ( )n the other hand, Canada Avould have to

mak(. 'adical changes in her federal system so as to adapt it

to the nv order of things. In all prol)abihty her general ])ar-

lianuMit wordd have to be abolished, and each province r(^})re-

senfed in the Imperial Parliament, whose functions it Avould be

fo legislate for such general objects as now appertain to the

Dominion. The tariffs of the Colonies Avould have to be

arranged by the Imperial Parliament, and the result Avould

certaiidy be, as things are now, the free trade and not the pro-

tective system which at present prevails in Canada and Vic-

toria. Considering that such a grand scheme of federation is

impracticable on the face of it, the advocates of rm])erial unify

propose a Colonial Council to sit in London, and deh'berato on

such (picstions as affect the empire as a whole, though no one
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