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contemplated, and it is reasonable to infer that he looked beyond it to 
the Royal Institution, to whom he believed that a liberal Grant of Crown 
Lauds was to have been entrusted for a kindred purpose.

His Endowment'was long anterior to the establishment of any Pro­
testant College in the Province, and still is the only one made in it for 
that purpose. Since that time hundreds of thousands of pounds have 
been bestowed by annual grants on Roman Catholic Educational Insti­
tutions in Lower Canada; while, in Upper Canada, several Universities 
have been founded, all of them participating 
of public moneys. One of them, the University of Toronto, enjoys an 
endowment of 226,201 acres of land conferred by Royal Grant in 1828. 
from which a sum exceeding £293,833 has been already derived, and in 
addition to this, it received daring many years for the Colleg 
nected with it, a grant of 81,111 annually. Upper Canada College, 
established in 1832, was endowed by various grants between that 
and the year 1835, with 63,805
£55,434-, and has also received ^n annual grant of £1000, which still 
tinues. It is further to be observed that the Universities of Queen's 
College and Victoria College, in Upper Canada, have had their grants 
raised to $5000 each, beside the usual aid to their Medical Schools. Yet 
no permanent provision whatever has ever been made for McGill Col­
lege ; and all the moneys received by it from public sources (of which 
the first was in 1854) do not together amount to one fourth of the 
annual revenues of the University of Toronto, or to one-tenth of the 
value of Mr. McGill’s bequest.
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The largeness of that bequest and the munificence with which the 
fund, has since been increased in the sum of £15,000 by subscription in 
the City of Montreal, and the completion of the College buildings by 
Mr. William Molson, coupled with the character of the University, jus­
tify your Memorialists in the hope that a corresponding spirit will be 
manifested by the Legislature, and that after so much has beeen done 
by private beneficence, the work may be completed by granting the relief 
now sought, and providing for the future a permanent public Endow­
ment. These donations also show how urgently the want of a Protes­
tant L niversity has been felt, and how highly its benefits are esteemed 
by the English population.


