
Subsidies in aid [SENATE] of Raieays Bill.

asked to vote $3,200,000. That is a large so that we may know what they are going
sum of monev. The Finance Minister to do. If there was ever any country in
tells us that we should call a halt: I agree the world that went railway mad this
with him. .le says in his Budget Speech country- is going railway mad now. Can
that we ought shortly to diminish our in- anyone in this iouse justify the expendi-
debtedness: I agree with him. It is true ture of this Large sur of money without
the other House is responsible for voting knowing vhat it is for ? Suppose when
the noney of the people, but we have a we go home we are asked by the people
duty also to perform in the inter est of the we represent here why we voted aid to
country. Are we doing right to vote this these severat railways, what answer can
money on such short notice, without we give? Can we say whetber the roads
knowing anything about it ? I confess aie to be buit for opening up unsettled
that I (o not know much about it, except! portions of the country, or whether the
in the case of a few railways in the vicinity money is going into the hands of specula-
of mv own home. I know it would be a tors? For the life of me I eeuld not say.
blessing to this country if the Senate of I ar :atisfied that soine of these grants
Canada were to throw out this Bill. be- are going into the hands ofspeculators; I
cause these ornts have beon ced froi do ot know how aikey of the. eil be
the Governrment. Deputation after depu-
tion has been sent to urge the Government
to grant assistance to railways. We have
done wonders in this country, and have
been very prosperous. We have been
carrying full sail since Confederation.
The revenue has been increasiing all the
time, and so it will go on inereasing as
long as the purehasing power of the people
continues, but if we have a short crop in
this country and the purchasing power of
the people diminishes, where is the pur-
chasing power to cone fron? We ought
to put our House in order. There is no
doubt in my mind at all that when the
Finance Minister made the remarks which
I am about to read he had that in view.
le says:

for the advantage of the public, but I know
that some of these roads are running right
alongside of other railways, and that there
are portions of t he country which are much
more in need of railways than where some
of these lines are to run. I krow this, but
what am I to do? If I eould throw out
the whole thing by my vote I would do it,
because I believe I would be doing good
service to the countrv and to the (overn-
ment. I remember on the occasion that 1
spoke of before, in the Ontario Legislature,
I tried to throw out the Subsidy Bill and

[divided the House on it, but it went
through, and I am satisfied that this Bill
will go through; but I thought I should
not let it pass without entering my pro-
test. The leader of the louse says that

" It seemei*d to meW that we ouglit not, after the the amount of the subsidies this year is
close of the year 1889, to iicrease the public debt, less than it was lst year. IIow nîueh less ?
that we ought not to increase the publie expenditure
for oriur 1 (ulta a ~'i>evaIdo not sec mueh différence. The amotintfo rdinary epneand that it was posble, 
prulent course, without stinting the public servie* in this year is $3,216014; last year it as
any way, to cairy on tins service in a generous ian- 83)088O00.
ner to meet the capital obligation wloicl we 11ad
already assmiied. and to gu to the yeaUr 192 without
adding to our public debt." 1IN. Ma. ABBOTT-$1,114,000 is the

Is it not time to stop all but proper revote.
enterprises to promote the settlenent t
this country? I do not stand here to say 11ON. MR. McCALLUM-And it wiIl be
that the Grovernment should not encourage, a revote next year. If my vote could
in every way, legitimate enterprises, but threw out this Bill I would gladly give it,
how do I know that these are proper? but I know I could fot get any support.
Am I going to take it on trust ? i have Whyv? Because this tbing is equally di-
not had tire to examine thi8 Bill, and I vided al over the Provinces of the yeomin-
do not eie te take anything on trust from ion. Like the case of the prisoner who
ïhe Ileuse of Commons. I venture to saty istole the bams, each one ot the jury had a
that the Government of the country have piece of the pork and none of thern would
got to take it a good dent on trust thern- convict him. If there is a rail way subsi-
selves. I urge the G-overnment, if theyý dized ya one man's locality it is natural
want to aid any such enterprises, to bring that e should vote for the whole $3,000,-
down their mesure earlier in the Session, M000 in order that lie may get his portion

888


