Georgian Bay

the Provinces should construct connect-
ing railways to that voint.

Hon. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—Yes;
but it was meanwhile understond, and the
idea was well circnlated, that this road
was to be constructed by the Government
to connect with the eastern railways, and
it was one of the promises made by Sir
George Cartier when the Pacific Railway
scheme was adopted, and the very line
which we have selected was that which
was chosen by the Government of that
day. I thiok I may say, before sitting
down, that the more appropriate time for
the hon. mover to discuss this question
would have been when the papers were
placed in possession of this House.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he bad not
intended to take any part in the debate;
but after the speech of the hon. Minister
of Agriculture, the style and tenor of
which had verg much surprised him
under the circumstances, he felt called
upon to squarely meet the hon. gentle-
man on the issue he had unnecessarily
raised, although 1t was not pertinent to
the present question. When the terms
of Union with British Columbia were be-
fore Parliament, he (Mr. Miller) had taken
an earnest and active part in advocating
the messure; and he had never since
regretted, nor had he seen cause to regret,
the course he then adopted, or to alter
the views he then expressed. Since that
occasion. five years had nearly elapsed,
and although the subject of the Pacific
Railway had frequently been before the
House during that time, he had never
troubled hon. gentlemen with a single
observation regarding it, with the excep-
tion of a few words last session, when the
Esquimalt Railway was under discussion.
He had felt all along that the men who
were responsible for the terms of Uzion
with British Columbia were at a great
dieadvantage for the moment in every
attempt to defend their action, in conse-
quence of the unfortunate revelations in
connection with Sir Hugh Allan aud
what was so well known as the Pacific
scandal. The dexterous use made of these
revelations had had the eftect of drawing
away the public mind from the rcal merits
or demerits of the Pacific Railway scheme
of the late Governinent, and the verdiet
of the country in 1874 had bteen repre-
sented as an unequivocal condemnation
of that scheme, notwithstanding it bad
been ratified by the people at thé general
election of 1872.. He had always felt that
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to eubside ; to allow the public mind to
calm down and assume a fairer and more
Jjudicial temper, before the real friends of
this Confaderation, and the supporters of
the terms of Union with British Colum-
bia, should appeal to public opinion in’
justification of their conduct. He bé-
lieved that that time had then arrived,
and that the present Government had
done much to precipitate it by their shift-
ing and unstatesmaulike course on the
subject. When the hon. Minister of Agri-
culture told the House that the Pa ific
Railway scheme which he (Mr. Miller)
had supported in 1872 was a mud scheme
and a bad scheme, he thought that lan-
guage very unbecowing in a member of
the Government, whoss policy, if they
could be said to have a poticy at all,
would be, were it not for the disastrous
congequences upon the best interests of
the country, little better than a subject of
ridicule and contempt. Looking back on
the scheme which the hon. gentleman
had so spoken of, he was prepared to say
to-day that it was perhaps the very wiseat
that could have been devised for the
attainment of the great and patriotic
end ‘that was in view. At any rate, the
country knew what it was asked to under-
take—what extent of liability it was re-
quired to assume under the scheme of
the late Government. The policy of hon.
gentlemen on the Treasury benches was’
one involved in darkness, uncértainty, and-
gloom, and, he feared, inevitably threat-
ened oppressive taxation, if not national
ruin. Moreover, while at one time willing
to assume the whole cost of the railway as
a public work, at another nobody could -
tell what they meant to do or leave un-
done, and even thej? Orders in Counéil
were framed to suit the pu?ms of a
Delphic oracle, and incomprehensible {6
their most trusted friends. In athér
people such conduct would be looked’
upon as evidence either of incapacity or’
dishonesty, or a combination of botb. But
he would take up the policy for building’
the Pacific Railway, which he (Mr. Miller) -
had supported, and which his hon. frie d -
had characterized as a 1nad scheme. The
time had come when such language would
have to be dropped, and when wild
assertions raust give place to reason and
stuhborn facts. Without stoppiung to en-
quire who wss to blame for its fatlyre—
whether its friends or its cnemies-he
believed the miscarriage of thit scheme”
was cne of the greatést calgmities’ that
ever befel the Dominion, " ‘That scheme’
was tné granting of a subsidy of $30,000,



