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Here we have a document fiom that
Chamber impeaching some members of
Government, and this House, by delay,
would be regarded as striving to shelter
the accused from theinvestigation. I do
not think it is to our interest to lie under
such a suspicion. The ohject of the bill
is very plain; it is to empower commit-
tees of both Houses to administer oaths to
witnesses that may be brought before
them Witnesses have been summoned
to appear on Wednesday, and the result
of our delay will be to prevent their being
sworn. Was this our otject ? In England
the House of Commons and Lords have
agreed that all committees before whom
inquiries affecting the coniuct of Minis~
ters are to be made, shall have the power
of administering oaths. Is it because this
18 tbe English practice, or to shelter any«
body, that we should proceed ditferently ?
The advanced period of the session and
the pressure of business, are further rea-
sons against procrastination, and although
we have our share and sphere in legisias
tion, we must to a certain extent regard
the wishes and temper of the other House.
It would be a reflection on this House to
delay action at present. 1 can show from
authorities what took place in the House
of Lords when a bill of the same kind was
submitted there.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Let us see it on
Monday.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—
I can show it immediately if you desire to
postpone the motion.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—] bave nothing
to say toit. The order of the House is
tor Monday.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—
We dispense, in one case, for a day, with
the rules of the House, and should dis-
pense with them in a case warranted by
the feeling of the country. The present
charge is a real impeachment of the mem.
bers of the Government,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL - That is a reason
why we should proceed cautiously.

Hon. Mr. LEIELLIER DE ST. JUST—
The only taing to be gained by this is
delay. The Commons Committee will
meet ana have no power to administer
oaths to witnesses. Bv delay we shull go
contrary to the unanimous vote of the
House of Commons, representing the
people. We have precedents to cite. In
1867 we passed a law empowering certain
committees of both Houses t0 administer
oaths.

Hon. Mr. CARRALL said the arguments
in favor of indecent haste were not suffi.
ciently potent to compel him to vote to
set aside the orders of the day. This body
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was supposed to be calm, dignified, and
eminently respectable, and for aught he
knew it was. (Laughter.) It was on no
occasion required to be impetuous, or to
exercise unbecoming haste, but to act with
due deliberation. 1f the fate of the Gov~
ernment hung in the balance, on this
question, let it hang a few hours longer.
(Laughter.) Although he always paid
great attention to the arguments of his
hon. friend from Grandville (Mr. Letellier),
yet he could not perceive in his remarks
anything but vague mutterings of distant
thunder—threats of something dreadful to
come—he saw no reason for anything but
the ordivary course in reterence to this
bill.

Hon. Mr. SMITH —Is it intended to pay
these witnesses ?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL —I really do not
know. 1 did not see the bill till ] came to
the table this moment. The House of
Commons doubtless will pay them, as they
always do. They will not be paid by the
Government.

Hon, Mr. LETTELLIER DE ST.JUST—
So we are to understand thit the Govern-
ment now oppose taking this bill into con-
sideration ?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—~I do not pro-
pose to interfere with the present order of
the House. :

Hon. Mr. LETTELL{ER DE ST, JUST—
That is a little more delay. Let the peo~ -
ple take it for what it is worth.

The motion as to the adjournment was
carried.

Risk Company.

EXTRADITION, &c.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill
respecting extradition. The present law
provides tor the extradition of criminais
asked for by the United States. This new
measure is to deal similarly with other
countries. First reading carried.

THIRD READING.

The Central Prison Ontario Bill.— Hn.
Mr. CAMPBALL.

GRAND TRUNK BILL,

Hou. Mr. MACPHERSON suid the Hon.
Mr. Ferrier, now absent. requeste:d him to
move the second reading of the Grand
Trunk Arrangements Bull, 1873, He ex~
plained its substance—to authorise the
company te expend two millions sterling
inimproving the rond—that money to be
raiged in form of stock.— Carried. Bill re.
ferred to Committee on Banking, Com-
merce and Railways.

On motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL the
House then adjourned.



