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The Address

After committing up to $16 million of taxpayers’ money this 
site continues to leach contaminates into Lake Ontario. What are 
the minister’s plans to address this threat to our community and 
the Great Lakes?

Hon. Anne McLellan (Minister of Natural Resources): Mr. 
Speaker, I acknowledge the importance of the question just 
posed by the hon. member for Durham to the residents of Port 
Granby.

It is clear that we must find a permanent location for the low 
level waste referred to by my hon. colleague. We have an 
independent siting task force working with the communities 
involved to find an acceptable permanent site. Once that process 
is completed we will begin the clean up of the Port Granby 
dump.

[English]

JUSTICE

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley): 
Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Justice.

On Tuesday afternoon in a Vancouver courtroom Dale John 
Hicks was found guilty of manslaughter in the killing of Caren 
Rainey and Laurie Wood.

The charge was reduced from second degree murder to 
manslaughter. The reason given for this reduction was that 
Hicks had not shown an intention to kill the two women but 
merely to assault them. Their brutal deaths, with one being 
stabbed 17 times, was blamed on the cocaine that Hicks had 
taken rather than on Hicks himself.

[Translation]
• (1500)

On behalf of the families of these two victims and millions of 
other Canadians, will the minister consider changing the law so 
that substance abuse does not constitute an excuse for murder?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Justice and Attorney Gener
al of Canada): Mr. Speaker, I must say that I am not familiar 
with the details of the case referred to and I will withhold 
comment on it specifically until I have an opportunity to 
investigate it further. If the hon. member wishes to have me 
comment on that specific case, I will be happy to do so after I 
have had an opportunity to examine it in detail.

As to her broader question, the issue of whether substance 
abuse can be taken into account in determining the degree of 
culpability or the nature of the charge, may I simply say that the 
Criminal Code at present, and defences that are available to 
those accused of criminal acts, provide and have provided 
throughout the history of our justice system that all circum
stances be taken into account, including the question of whether 
the individual accused was acting under the influence of an 
agent.

This is a question which is more complex than can be dealt 
with in a short response. I assure the member that once I am 
familiar with the facts of the case to which she has referred in 
particular I would be happy to discuss it with her at greater 
length.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval): Mr. Speaker, as provided 

for in the Standing Orders, I would ask the Leader of the 
Government in the House to tell us what the business of the 
House will be for the rest of the week and next week.
[English]

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House 
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, 
today we will continue with debate on the Address in Reply to 
the Speech from the Throne. As we know the House will sit until 
ten o’clock this evening. There will also be a continuation of the 
throne speech debate tomorrow.

If there is to be a vote on the motion, the vote will take place if 
necessary at 6 p.m. this coming Tuesday. On Monday the House 
will be asked to consider the motion of the Minister of Human 
Resources Development to establish the timeframe for a study 
by a committee of social programs. This motion and the text of it 
will be on the Notice Paper this evening. On Tuesday we will 
have a special pre-budget debate to enable members to state 
their views on what should be in the forthcoming budget.

On Wednesday, depending on the extent of our consultations 
with other parties on this matter, we could debate a motion on 
parliamentary reform.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]PORT GRANBY
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

RESUMPTION OF DEBATE ON ADDRESS IN REPLY

The House resumed consideration of the motion for an 
address to His Excellency the Governor General in reply to his 
Speech at the opening of the session.

Mr. Alex Shepherd (Durham): Mr. Speaker, my question is 
directed to the Minister of Natural Resources.

Durham includes a site known as the Port Granby nuclear 
dump only 100 yards from Lake Ontario, the tailing site of the 
former Eldorado nuclear, a crown corporation.


