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strained every resource in the past and in
many cases have raached the limit of their
borrowing- powers; and to a considerable ex-
tent f hey have reached the limit of their taxiog
powers as waIl. Not perhaps that municipal
law wilI flot shlow tham to tax the people
further; but experience shows that you can
tax the people just se much and then, as
governments have found in the past, you do
flot gat as much monay as you did hefere.
Many of the smaller cities have reached the
limit where they cao reasooably tax the
people and expeet to get more money. So
that if we are te bie cenfined te direct relief,
than the govarrilment will have to be prepared
to pay a larger shara of relief money. This
will be necessary for twe reasons: first, as I
have stafed, the cities have littie or no money,
and in the second place, they wvill be worse off
ioder a policy of direct rclicf thao rinder the
system of contributiog to werk. Under the
system of eontributiog to work, the arrange-
ment, in Brtish Columbia at aoy rate, was
that the city paid twenty-five per ceot, the
province twenty-five pcr cent, and the dom-
inion fifty par cent. Se thiat if a, municipality
had 81,000 te spcnd on rclief work, it resulted
in a total expenditure of $4,000. That is
obvious. Now. if tlîcv arc te bc confined te
direct relief, which is on thc basis cf 33-33-33
and a fraction, thcn thc city*s $1.000 will
resoît, in an expanditure of only 83,000 and
they will have oothing te show for it. They
will still have te dig down iuto an exhausted
treasury te do whataver necessary main-
tenance work might, ha raquired in the streats.
Se that thay will ha much worsa off undar
the direct relief system than under the oe
that obtained last year. whara each party te
the agreement centribuf cd te the werk in the
proportions I have mantiono(l. I suggast again,
tharefora, that if the system now preposed
is te oerafa, the cities will hava te have a
larger grant.

My next suggestion is that thc ministar put
a little more into the act and a little loss
into tlîe regulations. Ho lias had oe or two
yairs' axperienco and lic knews what cao and
what cannet ho donc, and I think the work
would ha facilitated if he would put more
inte the law in order te lat us know just
wherc wa stand. Aboya aIl, wve waot a real
genuine system which wiul previde that when
the citics have axpended meney and are an-
titlad te a certain retiirn from the Dominion
geveromant, fhey shaîl recaiva immadiata pay-
ment. Tha expariance in British Columhia
during the last year shows this to he a highly
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dasirable thing. Last year the cities in that
province made a deal with the provincial
goveroment that they ware te put up s0 much,
the province se much aod the dominion se
much. They went ahead and spant money
and incurrad ohligations. When the work was
in progress the men had te ha paid and the
result wvas that the citias had te horrew meney
at a high rata of intarest in ordar te mneet
payments which sheuld have bean mat eut
of payients from the geveroimant. In many
cases these citias reached the and of their
horrowing pewers and the unhappy store-
keapers had te act as hankers fer the province.
There should ha a definita systam evolved se
that this meney wvill ba paid when due.

I would suggest that the dominien relief
officer, especially in the province of British
Columhia, sheuld ha placed in a position te
earmark tha meneys ceming freni the
domîinion. These mnonays should net pass
through the provincial treasurios, whare it hias
a hiahit of sticking; it should coma directly
frem the dominion te the cities. 0f course,
provision could ho onde te sec what, vouclhers;
are proerly o.k'd and aIl that; lot tlie prov-
ines O.K. the vouchcrs, but de net let the
monpy got into flic provincial treasurics. Sucli
a precedure weuld make the burden of relief,
which will bc lîeavy tlîis yaar, much ca-ýici to
bear.

I am net inaking- any grand bold suggestions
that the departiîîent change its policy, because
1 knew they weuld net; 1 am enly making
f lese one0 or twe plain suggestiens. Hewever,
I thîink tliey are practical 'suggestions and if
tha ininister will give them censideration 1
do net thinle ho will ho se likely te have a
rapetifien of the nightmare which lie must
have hiad last vear in cennactien wifh thîe
situation in British Columbia.

Mr. HURTUBISE: Mr. Chairman, I have
followcd fhe trend of fhis discussion but I
wonder te where it, is leading us. I am be-
ginning te realizo thiat fhe governiment is try-
ing te shirk the responsibility of relieviiig un-
ernpflovient. During the last elactien fhe
Prime, Minister (Mr. Bennett) said that hoe
was going te buihd fhe trans-Canada highiway
and weuld undortako ether public works, in
erder fe give employment toecvervoe whe
wanted it, but, the farther we ge fhe moe
wa realize thiat the goveroiment is trying te
shirk the roe.ponsibility. Last year wlien the
unempleymint relief bill wvas intreduced ftha
respensibilitv was dividcd betwaan t ho muni-
cipalities, the previnces and the Dominion
gevernment. That plan scemed te wvork for
a whila, but it bas proved te ha a comploe


