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posite. The right hon, gentleman goes on 1o -
declie that he wdheres to his language used at
Halitax. The hon, gentlenni, however, went on
toapologize for it aftera fashion. 1an very sorry,
indewl, for his sake, and for the sake of the people
of Cauubie that the hone gentleman dill not ke
thix opportunity at onee, and manfully to apologize -
for, and retract, the extremely indisereet and mis-
chievous linguage he was guilty of using on that
oceasion. 1 have no doubt whatever that the !
Lungnigre used by the First Minister has had avery :
prejusticial effect in the United States aned on the
Government of the United States. [t is pot in;
aceordance with international comity, it is not in;
accordance with connnon prudence and diseretion, :
for the chief  Minister of a friendly  power!
to ddeclare that the people of Canada, forseoth, ;
will - look with philosophic eyes at the struggles of ;
a tieree and discordant democraey.™  Does not the
First Minister know that to.day in the United .
States there are more than OO0 of the bhest
bload of Canada to he found * Does not the hon.
gentleman know that in almost every portion of
Canda there is hardly a fiuanily to be found which |
his not a son, brother, or near relative in some:
portion of the United States 7 And can the First
Minister tell us that we can look with philoxophic |
eves on revolutions which will tear and convulse
the United States? I have a better doctrine to !
preich than that. T orell the hon. gentleman this,
and every true Canadian, whether of the Liberal
party or of the Conservative party, will endorse
my sentiment, that the prosperity of the United
Ntates is, and ought to be, next to that of ourown
country, de toevery true Canadian, for the reason |
I have stated : and 1T tell him more, and hon.
gentlemen beside me know it well, that no great
misfortune can overtake the people of the United |
States. circumstanced as the two countries are to
one another, without greatly injuring the general
prosperity of the people of Canda, too. 1 suppose
the hon, gentleman is sincere, although Iam not
certain, looking at his acts and the language used
by his followers, in saying that he and his Govern-
~ment desive the  prosperity and success of the
people of the United States : but they have taken
i very curious way of showing it.

It being six o'clock, the Speaker lefv the Chair.

- After Recess.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.  Mr. Speaker, |

before the House vose T had takeén occasion of
calling attention to the very remarkable omission
on the part of the leader of the Government to;

offer an explanation to this House of the reason !

which had induced him to send several prominent
members of his Government to Washington. T had
intimated some of the difficulties which appeared
to my wind to have presented themselves to the
hon, gentleman and which probably prevented his
giving these frank expluations to the House of
the reason of that remarkable mission, which no
doubt he would otherwise have been glad o do. I
may say that for my own part it appears to me
utterly and absolutely bpossible : I cannot for one
maoment helieve, I refuse for my part to believe,
unless there be . positive documentary evidence in
the hands of the Government to the contrary, that
these hou. gentlemen went 10 Washington, under
the circumstances which I have described, on the
Sir Ricwarp CARTWRIGHT.

[COMMONS]

40

invitation of the American Government 3 1 cannot
believe that such a thing is possible. T would he
very loth indeed te think that any Government,

Smueh less the Government of the United States of

America, should have invited a deputation from

“our Government to confer on important matters,

amd who on theiravrival found it utterly impossible

Sto obtain any awlience on the subject-matter for
, which they were invited to go to Washington.

It appeirs tome that these hon, gentlemen must, to
say the least of it, have gone there self-invited sand,
further, it appears to me, when we come to consider
certain correspondence which we have seen. that if
they wercinvited at all they had been invited to stay
away, unless they were prepared to discuss the sub.
ject on eertain conditions, by no manner of means
obscurely intimated o them, or to the British
ambassador cither, by the American aunthorities,
I take it that the real position of the matter was
this : the Government, as was adimitted by the First
Minister during his xpecch, and as was stated by his

Cpress, had committed themselves to the assertion

that they had good reason to believe that they
would be allowed to enter into negotintions with
the Government of the United States. For that
assertion [ am sorvy to say there appears to have
been no warrant whatever,  Nevertheless, having
made the assertion, having to a very considerable
extent conducted their canpaign on the assumption

;that they were warranted in decluing ehat they

were prepared to deal with the American Govern-
ment, it was impossible for them to face Parliament,
umler these circumstances, without having made
some attempt to show that these assertions of theirs
were justitied. It appears to me very much indeed
as if these hon. gentlemen had hoped to entrap the
Government of the United States into a discussion
which wonld give an excuse for saying to the people

fof Canadiand to the Parliinent of Canada that, as

there were negotiations going on with the United
Ntates, it would be highly inexpedient for us to
discuss the question of the trade relations on which
these negotiations in future were mainly to turn.
Here is t?le statement: which these hon, gentlemen
are good encugh to make to the House and o invite
the House to acquiesce in :

‘ We are pleased to be informed *? ——

They ask us to say —
—* that His Excelleney’s advisers, availing themselves

:of opportunities which were presented in the closing
*months of last year, causeld the Administration of the

United States to _be reminded of the willingness ot the
Government of Caunada to juin in making efforts for the
extension and development of the trade hetween the
Republic and the Dominion, a= well ns for the friendly
adjustment of those martters of an international characier
which remuin ungettled. I am pleased to say that these

i representations have resulted in an nssurance that, in
: Octoher next. the Government of the United States will

be prepured to enter on a Conference to consider the best
means of arrviving at a practical solution of these jm-

: portant gquestions.”

Sir, it dues appear to me that the hon, gentlemen
are to be commended upon one point; it appears
to me that taking into consideration the character
of their utterances as to the Government and the
people of the Unitel States during the late
campaign, and on many other oceasions, they are
to be commended for having shown such a cheerful
disposition te acquiesce in the treatment which they
seem to have received at Washington, I shall give
themn as much credit as they deserve, but T have
got to say this: A new question, and an important



