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and its contribution, throughout the nine wveecks of the conference
will long bc vecuenbered z2s one of the outstanding features of

the Conference. A .good dcal of the credit for this must go to
the Honourable George Drew who gave such vigorous and imagin-
ative leadership to the Canadian Delegation and to the able and
devoted team of ‘officials who assisnted Ilir. Drev'as necmbers of

the Delegation. During my ovn brief visit to Geneva I was:

able to obscrve at first hand that Mr. Drew was regarded on all
sides aa one of the persons ploying a very major part in the
confercnce and one to whonm the success of many of the negotiations.
vas duc. : '

- It is worth wvhile vecalling hexre that the last
conferciice of a similar type on the Iaw of the Seca was held
at The Hague in 1930. It was known as The Hague Codification
Conference . At thet tiwe some 40O nations participated auad the
International( Conference brolie down on a single issue, the
question of the breadth of the territorizl sea. Twenty-eight
years later with twice as many nations parvticipating it sceums
rather significant that this same obstacle to agreement did not
bring the Confercnce to failure. The significant thing is
that the participants achieved many things that went far
beyond anything achieved in the whole history of international
law since manlkind first began to keep its history. :

Specifically,- the Conference produced four inter-
national conveuntions as well as 2 protocol providing for the
Judiclal settlement of disputes. These four conventions were
(1) a convention on the high sean; (2) a convention on fishing
and the conscrvation of the living vesourcéds of the high 5eass
(3) ~ convention on the continential shelf; and (%) a convention
on the tervitoricl sea and contiguous zone. It was on April
29 that IMr. Drew sighed these conventions on behalf of Canada
an well as the protocol on the settlement of disputes and the
final. act of the Conference. I might say that Canada was
the first nation to sign all six of the instruments cubodying
the results of the Conference, The four conventions and the
prctocol on the settlement of disputes are, of course, subject
Fo ratification by the Goveriment of Canada and will not enter
into force until ratified by at least 22 nations....

mckeround

Before dealing in more detail with the conventions
and their significance to Canada it might be of intercst to.
Provide a little background on the events leading up to the
Confernce and the method of work adopted by the Conference.
The Conference was called as a result of a resolution by the
General Assembly of the United Netlous on February 21, 1957--
Resolution 1105¥L. It grew out of the studies and recommends~ -
ations made over the ycars by the International Iaw Commission
Of the United Hations whlich had been mecting since the intitial
formation of the United Nations in 1946. The Commission had
given very intensive study to all aspccts of maritime law and




