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Le secrétaire d’État aux Affaires extérieures 
au haut-commissaire en Inde

Secretary of State for External Affairs 
to High Commissioner in India

TELEGRAM M-604 Ottawa, October 31, 1956

Secret Immediate.

Repeat London, Paris, Washington, Permis New York (Information).
A press despatch just received carries the story of Indian condemnation of the Israeli 

attack on Egypt. I have no quarrel with the Indian Government’s decision in this matter but 
the contrast between its quick and strong denunciation of Israeli action with its complete 
silence over events in Hungary, and Russian intervention in these events, will have a very 
bad effect in this country.

L.B. PEARSON

7. DEA/8619-40

Le haut-commissaire en Inde 
au secrétaire d’État aux Affaires extérieures

High Commissioner in India 
to Secretary of State for External Affairs

Telegram 642 New Delhi, November 1, 1956

Secret. Important.
Reference: Your telegram [M604] October 31.

INDIA’S SILENCE OVER HUNGARY

I saw Pillai at noon November 1. I began by saying that when I had requested this 
interview a few days ago it was to give him a memorandum! on the Hungarian situation 
and the UN. I then gave him this memorandum which embodied the text of the documents 
given in your telegram SS-222 October 29.1 went on to say that when we had seen Dutt on 
October 30 on ihe question of the Indo-Canadian immigration agreement he had asked me 
to stay on for a few minutes alone. He had then expressed India’s concern over the news
paper reports of the Israeli invasion of Egypt.

2. At that time 1 had said to Dutt speaking personally that he had no doubt seen that there 
was already criticism in North America over the silence of Nehru over Hungary. It was 
impossible to conceive of any situation affecting a Western power which would parallel 
that which had arisen in Hungary. Suppose however there had been a popular revolution in 
Spain against Franco and USA troops had at Franco’s request participated in quelling the 
revolution. I was sure that if that had occurred there would have been an outcry in the 
Indian press.

3. 1 said to Pillai that not repeat not only had there been silence by Nehru over Soviet 
armed intervention in Hungary but there had been a statement by Krishna Menon on Octo
ber 28 that developments in Hungary were internal matters for the Hungarian people.


