
implementation and review of those policies.'3 Ail UN organs responsible for examining

reports currcntly require states to indicate whether the contents of reports have been

publicly debated. 14 The participation of civil society, noted the Committee on Economie,

Social and Cultural Riglits, is "at least equally useful" as UN review of the report itself. 15

The Declaration on Human Rights L)efenders, recently adopted by the UN General

Assmbl, 1 provides a broad frainework for the active involvement of civil society

institutions in the advancemn of human. rights, including monitoring and reportrng on

the impleînentation of international human rlghts. The Declaration acknowledges "4the

valuable work" of civil society in contrihuting to the effective elirnination of ail

violations of hwnan rights and fimdamental freedoms. 17It also states that po ting

respect for hurnan rights at the national and international levels is a right (and indeed a

responsibility) for groups, associations and individuals 1 Insofar as civil society

participation is concerned, the xnost salient provisions of the Declaration, perhaps, are

those wbich speil out the right of eveiyone, "Individually and in association with others",

to pursue certain domestic activities, while imposing corresponding obligations on states.

Article 6 provides that:

". Everyone has the uight, individually and in association with


