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Abs tract

From highly developed nations sucli as. Japan to newly
industrializing countries such as Korea and Malaysia to the
relatively isolated island states of Oceania, xuaiy nations are
experimenting with a shif t toward devolut ion in their approach to
community development- - toward the decentralization of public
responsibility f rom higher to lower levels of government and to
comuity based non-governmental organizaticms. The tIiought is
that local governments and CBOs are better attuned to the local
community and so can better respond to the challeniges t1hey face.

To shed light on this view I have been investigat.ing the case
of the Aiberni Inlet and Clayoquot Sound area in western Vancouver
Island, focusing on the community of Port Aiberni, Bri~tish
Colum~bia. The immediate aim of my study is to interpret how the
conwunity' s f irst-levei leadership understands Port Alb>erni' s
sial ~order and seeics to use or change it~ in order to help the

couununity gain more control over its economic future. My broader
purpse is vo explore the idea of devoJlution with a case examle of
its actual practice.


