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4. The Treaty signed at Maastricht by the twelve members of the European Community is

a historic step on the way to European Union. Its implementation will enhance

political stability on the European continent and open up new opportunities for
cooperation.

5. Since we last met, the creation of the North Atlantic Cooperation Council has

enhanced the cooperative relationship of the North Atlantic Alliance with countries in

Central and Eastern Europe and with the states of the former Soviet Union. WEU,

too, is strengthening its relationship with countries in Central and Eastern Europe.

6. The need for international cooperation has also been underlined by new instabilities

and conflicts due to resurgent nationalism and interethnic tensions. Communal and

territorial disputes are being settled by force, causing death, destruction, and

widespread dislocation of innocent people throughout the former Yugoslavia, in parts

of the former Soviet Union, and elsewhere in the world.

7. The full and immediate implementation of all CSCE commitments is essential in
building security and stability in Europe. All CSCE states must solve their disputes by

peaceful means and guarantee the equal treatment of all minorities. We call upon the

Helsinki CSCE Summit to take decisions to strengthen the CSCE's capabilities for

conflict preventian, crisis management and peaceful resolution of disputes. We also

look forward to the establishment of a security cooperation forum at the Helsinki

Summit. In this regard, we welcome the recent decisions by NATO foreign ministers

and WEU ministers on support for peacekeeping operations carried out under the

responsibility of the CSCE. We support the development of a regular and productive

dialogue between Japan and the CSCE on matters of common concern.

8. In the Asia-Pacific region, existing regional frameworks, such as the ASEAN Post-

Ministerial Conferences and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperatiqn, have an

important part to play in promoting peace and stability. We are seriously concerned at

the present situation in Cambodia and urge all parties concerned to support UNTAC

and uphold the still fragile peace process to bring it to a successful conclusion.

9. We welcome Russia's commitment to a foreign policy based on the principle of law
and justice. We believe that this represents a basis for full normalization of the

Russian-Japanese relationship throu=h resolving the territorial issue.


