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Facaimile of a Testimonial to R.S.M. Ridgewe

Swinging the Lead.
The primai object of the nio too ambitions soldier,

as overy rnlitary victim knows, ils Vo hh iake hospitab"

Secondary tactics include, of course, staying there
as long as possible. This, I amn aware, ilsmerely stating
commnplaces and uîîiversally acceped homil ies.
'Nevertheless, they lead us tu the debatesable ground of
the application of principles.

There are several approved and fairly reliable
methodis, but it muet be coriceled, that thils worthy field
of human ingenuity has beeu imperfectly recognized.

The final plane of eminence is reached (in this pro-
cRss of appi'ed charaanim) when yen effect your
discharge. To accomplisha this is to be the oracle of your
kind. This, however, ia noV always attamnable, as somne
doctors are notoriously unreasonable.

The chief mental essential apparently is a supremne
coiîtempt for the dignities and obeisances that the
medical world arrogantly dlaim for themselvez.

One very successful hôspit1 prfiteer of rny circle.
for instance, assured me that meiýl science comprised
littie else than a motley collection of crocodile lettetring,
dogs-ear bieroglyphics, mystery bottle worship, aud
parchmnent Bkin verbiage. This, perhaps, was a slight
ovifrstatement of the case, but nevertheless, it forxned
the touchstone of hMe brilliant carier

LIMMEM Thtu 1 recail aunther singular- case of a main who,
bycleverly iîîtrouîcmg foreign nuatter into a wound,
daved the Wt-aling coueîidorably, sud to the envy uf

every other occupant of the ward. Buttonholing mie, he
pungently rernarked that expelling germa followed
aloîug the 8anie lies as driving blaeck beetles fromn a
harn,

Another informant un this rather abstruse science
(Popularised as;' lead-su inging "), ini a scathiug invec-
tive on the micaczl &rfs ILî s large, illustrated Vo, me
how its more truhuunueemies were those who were
most informed miinbeîrs u ft Vieir profession. This
failing alune avdtitelln from ndmirably planned
impositions.

This was e-xenîplitied lu a case where a masteî-ful
schemne was fruistr.îted %ithjn measuurab)le rt-ach of suc-
ceas A soldier, ani iimpleccable charactt-r, exasPerate
with bisi Sergeaiit-Ilajoir, and wishing Vu avuid au im-
peîîdimîg impu-ac1hmcit at the Orderly Ruein, *paraded
sick Il with a Rtifi knee. Lt gui. Vo a board; two
doctors hadl just diaguue iV 'I ConCession ou the
timuphental," whIen ante siiefu ikd1 froru
I*ehmud aud expohNdt it;s nor~rhlIatuire.

A lumin,,us guide Ili Vue eternal enemiùa Vu the
advancemnt of hunin prtogres and kuuwledge!

But docturs, it apertaken on Vhe u hule, are
easy f ry.

t<ertainlY, their vocIatioJn cannot buast the individuel
courage ami skilful subtlety \nveded iii succesafuil N hlead

swinging." Another very cherished acquaintance of
Mnune WecureCî a B2 category- by admirable mesaine.

Paradiiug sick iu tte- nai marner, lie was uahered
ini bv the irilae SurgeanLtVo the huinan arialyst,
and Vil, following du4l iii dialectics Vuuk place

Whiat's Vhe matter with yon Y
('ntwalk, sir."

\hI can't voit walk?
"Myfeet pain me, airý."
vvnars the matter with your feet ?

*ThîaV's what 1 have coma here to learn, sir."
Oh ! Show them tu me. I)un't se auythîng

xvrtrl du 1, sir. But I carî'V walk."

"Well, show mne soniething, mai,; everyona has pain
in their tact.''

"Dou'V sec, how that affects me, air. I haven't got
auythiug Vo showy ou, air, but I can'V walk."

This mêlant a Board. Now, nmark the se.queuca, anid
Vhe delicacies of the study put into practice.

One verv îearuîed ductor iii the circla auddeuly
rrrnltmlered lîaviîîg read or héard about the vagzaries of
IlTrench fever " leaviug iV occasionally in the direction
oftVhe piedal extremities, and aIl that remained Vo be
dune was to caîl iV a long Clame, regain diguity, and
niark the supplicaîît 1B2!

Experte lu this art of dupiuug docVors evincle a lofty
conTtempt for thie uniînagîîîative addlepate who resorts
Vo those obvions anîd axploded deceptions such as soap
and cordite, etc.

1 have even heard Vhem declare that lu scabies and
dental treatment there was somethiîîg petty and ignoble.
Inaîmferable trifleis wiIl creep iu. and eue fly often
spuils a lot uf ointmeut.

While paying a high compliment Vo the personnel
ut thia distitîguished society, 1 must admit its precarious
rides, for there of Van happens a "hrift within the lute."

A poignant example was furnished b y a dear friand
of mine, who reported for spinal trouble, and goV put
in plastar of Paris for six menthe.

This was a regrettable loss Vo the Royal Society of
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