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here that those gentlemen see and realize tbe advantages to
teachers and taught of adopting sucb a system, but tbey have
flot, so far, faced it sqnarely, in fact, I almost infer that
they fear it would be a hopeless task to attempt to over-come
w-bat any-one who grapples with this question, will have to
encounter, i. e., w'hat, for lack of a better name, I may style
the inert mass of passive resistance, wbich is ever a greater
obstacle to improveinent than ever-determined, if intelligent,
active opposition.

Mr. Campbell, indeed, in bis Report for 1898, did take it
up thotîgh flot witb the firni hand witb which he usually grasps
a subject, He seemied nervous about pressing it. He says-

"In reispect tu these schffels having a sunali attendance of pupils,I may gay that

ii gclneral, t1iey are net doîig work canniexîsurate withi the manant of ilioney ex-

pendedi upený themi. In fact, sonie of them are apparently doiîîg very little if any

good. Ib1- tu ikat wÎth such, ae as tu secure tu them efficient educatienal advantages,
wfttî 1e- cat ite the goverîment, i'î a prein which 1,, difficuit of solution. If it were

net ,,,fair to the teac'eers engaged je them, prehably the sniplest plan would Se to

rnn k thes as thýird-clasa achels, ouîtil the work heingdone in oieînwouldentîtle theni

te a higlher grade. The establishing of "cenitral Seheels," if il were feasible, in

sectimns cf the country whert, these small schools exist, would no doubt Se the

preper course tei punc. This sy steni, known, I think, as the "*Concord Systeni,"

or U1ic >ttlIitittig cf larger districts fer snîaller eues, and graded scheels fer

nngradd. welin afraid, meet with strong opposition frein the Peuple. ewing tu

Uxtr epuiture which they weuld Se obliged te nicet in previding scheel build-

lîiîîsitblefers~îeea f this kiiîd. il is douhtful if the couîntry is yet ripe fer such

Now why is the country not yet ripe for sucb a change ?
Is it ilot siixnply because no atteinpt has ever been rncde to teach
theniwhat tis sy;Nsteimeans as applied to scl'ools? AsI have
alreadyv pointed out the rnetbod of workiîîg tbe Cbeese Factories
bas already nmade tbem familiar with the principle upon wbich
the conisolidlation scheme would be worked. They were not
long îin learning ail about tbat nîetbod, and adopting it.

As for tbe expense of new buildings and furniture, surely

the present building and sites would go far towards realiîngI
the cost of the single newv and better place, and if the present
furniiture is fit for its preserit purpose, it Could go into the new
sehool,). If it is îîot fit, it lias no business to be wbere it is.


