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WHÂT IS BEING DONE OUTSIDE 0F THE DENTAL
OFFICE FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 0F

THE HUMAN MOUTH
BY ARTH11LT DAY, D.D.S., TORONTO.

FPorirer articles in The Pnblic Hc(alth,
journal on dental suibjeets have shown the
different conditions of the humain mnouth,
and shown what is being donc to correct
some of those conditions by thie dentist.
Probably few people knowv the amnnt of
work being doue ouitaide of the dentists' Ln-
dividiial efforts to correct the unsanitary
state of the mnoiiths o! the puiblic at large.

The eivilized world is being swcpt by a
great Oral Ilygienie -Movement. Those, Lu
charge of the health cruisades, aud ini
charge of the School Children's Inspection,
are devoting more time aud energy towa,-rds
the improvement of the mouthl aud thiroat
than to ail the other parts of the body.
Tbey have found that Lt E, in t1no moiffl
that the gerns of qaite a proportion of the,
most prevaleut, and the gmiter proportion
of the contagions diseases fnd ahrbr
Also it is in the uxouth that lies t1he p)owc«tr
to a. gret extent to fortify thec systeni
against these germes f,or proper imastic-ation
ta the first ueeessity for bodily strength.
The Societies lighting tubercuilosis are be-
ginning to recognize the importanýe o! a
inouth Lu proper condition. It La posible
aud probable that defeetive tecth cauise in-

dgsin, and corinuption gets a hold
aster that from lack of resistant force.

The mouth of the child being put and

kept in propvr condition, wIl ielp) to pr-
vent thie diecline of a genieral nutrition to)
the danger point. Thie Brýooklynl Commiiit-
tee of the Society f'or the rentnoftui-
berefulosis, hvjindwiththl ecn dis-
trict Association of Brooklyn to niaintain
an up-to-date dlentail offic free to the poor.
Thle work is donce by forty inembers of the
dental Society, who give an afternoon a
nionth oif their services. Auithioritiesç aigrec
that a poor condition of the tccthi not only
hielps to breed the disease, but in cases of
apparent cures the patients xnay re-infeet
theiselves through dlecayed( toeth. Phy..
sicians now send thieir patients to the d]en-
tist to help) oure lot, onl]y indigostion, buit
a gT(eat iny other ailmreuts. asý gasýtro-ifl-
testinal troublle duie toPyroeAlo-
anis, perniciouis anui;11a, aud stein L-
f'ections directlyv due to conditions of thec
teeth and month, aud evnfor mental dle-
pression and hypouhondria aud miny pier-
plexing nervous troubles in women.

The Germans are probably the farthest
advanced in the publie oral hyvgie-ne inove-
ment, both ainong the ehildren aind thef
grown people. They have rec-ognizcdl thatý
the probleni of dental hygiene is not alto-
gether one of beeoee ,; . largely a~
problem of economnies. Their inçiurancef
conipanies %lnd that it is to thieir tinanelali


