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THE CRIIS 0F MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION.

W. are pIeased to, note that City Treasurer Sykes of
Brandon (Man.) has.taken Up the cudgels go aggressively
on behalf of bis city against the false rumors that Brandon
la facing a financia crisIs. It seems to, be quite the fashion
for the press, particularly the financial papers, to rap at
local administration. Taking into consideration the solid
fact that the war coming at a tîme when the cities of
Canada, especially those in the west, were already feeling
the effect of the bursting of the land boom, whlcb would
bave made many of them defaulters had they been less
virile, and bad the councils less confidence In their
communities, muchi credit is due to our local authorities for
their achievements in gettIng over aimost unsurmountable
financial obstacles. But they have, for practically alI our
western municipalities are to-day in good financial order,
in spite of the note of pessimism of those who wouid only
see bine ruin ahead. Perhaps- the wîsh was father to the
tbought. What we can nover understand la, why the press
la under thle impression that municipal executives and offi-
cials ia Canada are' not capable of administrating local
finances. Our experience, which la large, tolls us very dis-
tinctly thet in conducting the administraýtion of a comn-
munity, the average municipal corporation Ini Canada, ta
equal in administrative ability to the exeoutives o! the pri-
vate corporation, however large it may be, and this in face
of the rigidity andi limitation of the laws governing the
municipal executive as against the elastioity of the laws
governing the oxecutive of the private corporation. And
yet we hear time and timie again the canting phrase-ocn.
would call 1.1 a copy-book hoading: "Oh, if they would
only run municipal affairs along business Uînes, we would
get very different resuits." No doubt very different re-
sults would accrue-results that would probably land the
officiais in the penitentiary if they applied some of the me-
thods to public administration that have been and are ap-
plied to private administration, There 1.5 a difference--a
vast difference-between the two, «and the sooner it Ia
recognized the botter. Mr. H. H. Bell, X.C., the City So-
licitor of Halifax, in his article on "Differences between
Municipal and other Corporations," that appeared in last
month's issue of thîs Journal, got down t0 fundamentals
wbon ho stated that "the trading company is te make
money for its shareholders. So lonz as it does that with

ApBril, 1918.


